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SCARCITY OF 1873-74

™o

NORTH-WISTERN PROVINCIR,

Tur runs of 1873 began an the North Western Proviaces more
than 1 fortoight later thin usual were sery deficsent
w quanuty, antcndid rather earlier than usual Al
thesr efose 1t was reported, espeerlly fion the eastern and sub Himalvaa
districts, that the ponds and tanhs were nearly empty and tins fiet alded
to the early cossation of the runs ani the want of subsaquent showers,
wdicated the probability of an extenstse fature of the rico erop, an) that
the consequence of this wherever rice 12 the mun eip would be geacuty
and distress Do timo was lost in ascertunmg the measure of the
eslamity  On the 7th November 4 aireular order wis tswued to Co nms

stoners of Distsions, astrueting them to dumnl from Cotlectors + full
general report on the statom o o ez 1 «trrets ad on the prog

pects for the conung sCA9m chhcs to this cwrculir Rares lJi m
Duccmb(-—l!xJ-Jmu-xr) It was At onco seen that for the Azia hun's

-nand, and Meernt Diristons thero was mothing to foar and that of the
other three platas divrstons that of Benaees hud suffured most  The Be
uares report indieated South Murzapur, Ghanpur an! the aorthern parts
of Basht and Gorakhpur as the pacts where severs distress was £ be
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ground m which the rice had penshed was as hard as non, g0 thet

this secand erop could not be sown

gradually becante evident that tho disfricts 1w which State relied w rald b
pecessary were divided o twva elsel firse those 12 the eist and north

east of the pr?mnczs (the sub Hima
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2. Meanwhile the winter rains were anxiously expected. Every
eflort was made to' supply their -place by diligent
irrigation, and advances were given by Government
to all cultivators who required them to dig wells ; but as the drought
continued, serious injury to the young crops became inevitable, and
towards the end of January the situation became critical. The Christmas
raing always make the difference between a good and a poor harvest ; and
this year, the ground having been less soaked by the rains than usual, the
harvest would have been exceptionally poor. To add to the misfortune
of the province, a frost such as had not heen known for years set in about
the middle of January and continued for some days ; it did not affect the
hardy wheat and barley, but the arhar, peas, and other more delicate crops
were completely burnt up by it. At length in the first week of February
the long delayed rain fell in moderately heavy showers, and the heavy
calamity which seemed to be impending was averted. Though too late
to do all the good which it might have done had it fallen at the usual
time, it was of incaleulable benefit, and through its influence a year of
high prices was substitnted-for a year of famine.

Winter rains.

3. The attendance on relief works, however, continued slowly to
increase throughout the month. The numbers were

dx‘i':f({)tcict{?; é’éecizimﬂ': greatest in the eastern districts, and as there was by
mine Commission. this time little doubt that these were the only districts

in which distress would be general and severe, it was thought desirable to
obtain a comprebeusive view of their condition, Messrs, Simson (Junior
.+~ Member ‘of the Board) and Carmichael (Commissioner of Renares) and
Colonel Davidson, R.E., Superinten?ding Engineer, were accordingly rom-
missioned to make a tour through }these districts and report to Govern-
ment the results of their inspection.] Their reports (dated 22nd and 30th
March, 1874) showed that in Benareg and Azamgarh there was no ground

for apprehension, and that in Ghazjpur distress was not nearly so wide-
spread as had at one time been feaved| Mirzapur the committee were unable

to visit. By farthe worst districts were Gorakbpur and Basti, and in each

of these the northern portion had suffered most severely, Rice is there

« _ the main staple, and it eutirely failéd. © The winter crops which are ordi-
“narily sown for a second harvest, after the rice had been reaped, could not

'be put into the ground on account of the early cessation of the rains, In
—-a tract so extensive, and in which the f/ailm‘e both of the spring and the
autumn crops had been so general,  was not to be expected that the rabi
harvest would bring much relief. JFor the last week of March the daily
average attendance on relief works| was about 30,000 in Gorakhpur and
22,000 in Basti, and there was evidengly a steady tendency to increase, which

it was probable would continue till the setting in of the rains dispersed

the people to field work. Meanwhile, other measures of relief were sanc-
tioned. In the Maharajganj Tahsil of Gorakhpur one-half of the rabi

revenue kist was remitted, and in IBasti the Collector was authorised to

propose remission or suspension of révenue where he thought it necessary.
Advances were to be made to zemind, 4 ryots for the purchase of rice
seed to the extent, if ncedful, of a lak v half in Gorakhpur and of'.half
a lakh in Basti. The sced was procy,.... -m Nipal, sale heing pex:mltted
by the Darbar to purchasers furnishe iy the Collector with a certificate, -
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aml the fotal anprount of advancesn Dasts was Rs 43 200, and w Gornkihpur
Rs 91,471 In Qorakhpur 1t was apprehended that the northern gram
marhets in tho Mabaryygany Tahstl mught rae slort in the THN) §CASOn,
when impartation 13 dificult  The Collector was therefore carpowered ta
a {vanee mones, rcpsywblo in n year, without wmterest, to traders who shonld
guarantee to store grun at speaified places, such grain beng purchasabla

1y Government atn price fixed ro ns to cover all the expenses or the tradur
- PR 1eoa onr .

10 1mport grus for sale at thesr own diseretion, money was to be advanced,
repyable without mterest 1a six moaths, and m ths way 10,700 maunds
were mported

4 This estimate of the estuntion formed by Gavernment 1 March
Uit estnt o was confirmed by tho event m all but one par
ticulir It was thought probable that the distress
would Iast bill the autumn erops (especratly the rice) were npe and that the
rele{ works would hnvetobe hept open till then Lhe uncpeete Limprove
ment mn the spring harvest howeser dmnnshed the d tress consi lerably
The effect of the new supply of food was marhed 1 Gb zpur where the
harvest was deerdedly above the averame, by & speedy deercase of tho
numbers emplosed on relief works, whicl i1l from 3000 s the end of
Fibruary to 500 by the e tile of Apri, antaw lhv last weck of July the
worhs, which had Teen hept open for some woeke ol Q_c cuns i deference
ta the wishes of the District Officer wero everywhers 1, 4 In for bh
pur and Lasts distress may bo sud to have reache I its highost pomnt it
begramng of Aprid, when the daily numbers on the works averagid 527 0
1 the former and 28,000 i thoe Intter district  But even after distress
had attaned 163 maxumum the numbers ou reltef works conttau | stevdily
toncresse  (no reason for this was that the ratyontturn though furly,
good on ungated land, had not been so plentiful 1 these di Pucts as
Ghnzipur, and i the sub Himaly an rice tracts the arcyunder ¢ s crop was
very small By the end of the month there were 91 D00 peuple on -
worhs 1o Gorahbpur and 81000 in Basts  But the hrgo and murc s,
preportion of women nud children could not eseape notice, and there were
conaidesat le doabts 13 to the estent of the distecss which prevuled  Ou
the one hand, 1t scemed that the rehief works 1might be popular op acconnt
of the dificulty of exacting a full dvy ’s labor from the erawds whio thronged
to them and the hiherty they enjoyed, and on account of the wages bewng
paid an cash at 4 time when agrieultural labor was very slek and there
was no*hmg clse for the people to work at  On the other hand thero
was the hypothesis that these works were the sala refuge of a finushed
and despuniog populstion whose only means of supporting hfc was by the
wages crned on them

5 Sie John Strachey lost no tune alter assunneg the reinsof Gosvern
Vir ot Lentepane.  ment i wisiting the & tressed distnicts, in order to
Goveraor 1o enstern dus.
ote, form Iug opnion with the ud of
The conclusion hie came to was that, onthe whole,
was the correct one, and that there was not really
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physieally meapable, and that all working paupers should remamn the
whole day 1n the poorhouse

3rd —Gratmtous rehief was to be provided for persons 1capable of
labor, sud

4th —Persons who on nccount of caste or other feeling or prejudices
should refuse to nceept relief on the above terms were to recerve exeep
tional treatment

7 Steps were now taken for gradually introducmng thug change of
system and for bringing the relief worl s to a close wd
disnussing the people engnged on them  Warnmmg
was gaven to tho peoplo that 1t was intended to close the works, and
workhouses ywero established at the head quarters of Goralhpur and
Basti at Mithaura and Banst i the north, and at hasiv 1n the east
The change wis mado with oven less difficulty than was looled for
Towarduthe end of May, after o few partial showers, the demand for agri-
cultural Inbor began to make itself ft 1n Gorakhpur, and from all the
works there set 1n 2 stendy flow of laborers to the fields  On the 30th
May ran fell gencrally throughout the district, sud the numbers mn daly
attendance on relief works, which bad been §9,000 dunng the last week
of the month, sink to 20,000 1n the first week of June  The rains had
now thoroughly set in, and a few days later the last rehief work was
closed, nd the three worhhouses were opencd for the destitute who
sull clamed assistance  In Basti the number of laborers went on
ncreasing to 127,000 duly n the st week of May  About this time
wagns were reduced by one fourth, the rams began early i June, and
by the 22nd of the wonth the last relief work was closed In eack
distriet the worhbouses opened with about 800 1nmates

Cleatng of reliet works.

8 These cvents completely justified the 1 amy 4nthy
Sir Jobn Strachey on nisiting the locality ard they
deservo special nnd promunent record on aceyy it ol
the importance of thewr bearing ou the treatment of futuro fimines~ It
appetes probable that wn a shiel season of the yoar the opening of Gov

crament relief works would always nttract great crowds of laborers  In
a season of considerable pressure, but not of absolute famune, the rehief
works 1n Gorakhpur and Basti were for some weeks daily thronged by
moro than 200,000 men, women, and cluldren, who found an attraction

m the hight work, 1n the hiberty of going at mght to their houses after

attending 8 sort of vast premie during the day, and 1a the wages ewrned at

s time when ordinanly they had no employment 1 the fields and had

to live on theiwr harvest savings Dut when the wages were cut down

to & mere subsitence allowance, when a full days labor was mnsisted

on, and when the hiberty of himing at thewr homes was threatened, these

immense crowds melted away asrapidly as they bad collected,and it was

found tlat there was hardly any one who really stood i need of relief

9 Tor the southern districts the Instory of the scaraity may be
Distress tn tho southern  Tore briefly told  Here distress was duc, not, 2s 12
dusriets Bouth ezapne o eastorn districts, to the fulure of a swgle staple,
but to the fact that a serzes of bad sensons was followed by the indifferent
autumn barvest of 1873 In South Mirzapur and 1 Jhansi rehef works

Gtneral concluslons,
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had heen found necessary in 1872-73. In Hamirpur and Banda, andindeed
thronghout Bundelkband generally, the spread of kans grass has of late
years checked cultivation and impoverished the people. Throughout a
great part of these districts the country is wild and hilly, and the popula-
tion poor and sparse. This is especially the case in South Mirzapur, where
distress made its appearance in the plateau between the valleys of the
Son and Ganges as early as the beginning of December, and attained its
maximum about the middle of January, when for some time nearly 3,000
people were daily employed on relief works; but the outturn of the rabi
harvestin this tract was sogood that by the middle of March there remained
only one work with about 300 laborers, and this closed in the middle of
Jane. Among the hills to the south of the Son, in the Government estate of
Dudhi, and the Court of Wards’ estate of Agori-Barhar, the effect of the
spring harvest was less marked. Various measures of relief were adopted;
advances were made to cultivators aund to zemindars whe undertook to
employ labor; grain was imported and stored, and a number of small relief
works were opened, to which the wild and timid people of Dudhi were at first
hardly persuaded to come. Their only other meaus of escape from famine
was emigration to Sirguja, but as the season wore on they gained confidence
or were driven to the works by want, and the number of laborers gradually
rose to 1,300 at the end of May. This was the maximum., On the set-
ting in of the rains the people found employmentin the fields, and all works
were closed by the third week of Juune.

10. In Banda, Hamir distress did not mani-
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gradually deercased to less thau 100 by the middle of August. On tho
17th of October all workhouses were closed

12 Duung the entire period of scaresty prices may be sard to have
followed their own course  The dearness of grua 1
the eastern districts during the last three months of
1873 was probably duc m part to export to Bengal, but before the begm
ming of 1874 thus hnd wholly censed  In Gorahhpur and Basti the rabs
grams—~wheat, barley, and gram—-wero at first even somewhat cheaper
than they bad been m the syme months {October—February) of the pre-
vious year, but the deficiency of the raln outturn reversed the easo fromt
March to June  The previous year, however, was 1tself an unfavorable
agncultural season, and doesnot afford a fur standard of comparson  In
an ordmanly good year, between October and June, o rupee will purchase
not less than sixteen scers of wheat, and for the greater part of the time
not less than twenty seers In 1874 n March and Apnil,after the spring
harvest had come 1ato the market, fourteen or fifteen seers was the clieapest
rate for wheat  The prices of barley and gram svere Ingler then usual m
a const lerably greater degree  All theso gramns were even dearer i Glinzt
pur from October to February, but therc tho plentiful rabi outturn of
BMarch and Apnl immediately Lrought prices dawn to about their normal
level In the case of rice, which1s an autumn crop there was of course
no such fresh supply The pricosn Ghazipur between Novemberand June
vaned from cleven to twelve scers tho rupee  In Gorakbpur the price
rase to eleven scers in February and to ten and alinlf from Aprl to June;
11 Basti 1t was mno seers during February and March, and aght scera and
three quarters from April to June  Inan ordinary year a rupee will buy
nncteen or twenty scers from October to March, and not less than sixteen
from Apnito June The range of prices in the other disteessed distncts
waslessremarkable  Grunof all kinds was more or less dearer than usual,
but 1 general prices did not reach the fumtae hout, and the pressure
of distress was, as already cxpluned, due rather to the mipoverishment
produced by previous unfavorable scasons thin to the deficient harvests
of 1873 74

13 Inthebegmmng of February the execution of all relief works wes

Rates ot wages cnrebet Made over to the Public Works Departient of Govern

worke generally ment By that Department @ Resolution was puh
lished on 10th Tobruary for the determination of rates of wages on the
following prineiples —The duly wages given were to bo sufficent to
purchase a certun quanhity of food, winch

Prces.

A [aneto | was fized according to | ho seale shown in

e | tho margin It was Cﬂ.‘clll'ltl!d that 1 the

ot | o o distuict of Goraklipur wages on the ~bove

l\?:::hblo:" Bl : scale would be six Goraklipun pice (or 1%

anna) for & man, three for 4 woman, and
two for a ¢cld  Tor tho other distniets the wages wero left to be fived
by the Magtstrate 1 accordance with the food standard prescribed  The
maxumum daily rates wero 13 onoa for o man, 1 anny for a woman,
and § anna for 2 chld,  If it should Inppen (which wadnot expeeted and
dud not 1 fact take place) that the duly quantity of food which these
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Dustrict reports which aro printed with tlis state the expenditure as
follows —

Tependt 1o on
Bellef workn anl | pooriou ca e
Ve from g
e argestle sharitatlo rclut
Tl Ita
40195 10894
Gorskhpar, - ool hd 39357 v a7
Tasts, - - - - RERNLY 900
Chaz pur - - 46222 -
M raapur - - (ERIt] 5026
.
Mo - - HH L
Jalagn - - - - 915 75
Jnacty - - - - —
. “Total - LB v

15 The rehief works were mntended for the support of the ablebodied
poor The North West Government adhered to the rule

Crartuble sl 1, down 1n the famunc of 1868, that the duty of Govern
ment 1 to provide work for those who ean and will work, but that the rehef
of those who are unable to work 13 o mitter which devolves properly on
private chanity, in which the State should assist, but shiould not bear tho
whole burden  Accordingly, as on former oceasions a Ceatral Relief Conte
mmittee wae formed and the subseriptions of the publicinvited an equal sum
to that subsenibed being contributed by Government The amount thus
collected was Rs 63 988, but the cont 1butwn from public funds whs no
wore than Rs 13,037, for the favourable turn talen after the runs of
February reduced the task of the Commuttee, aud the demand r asastance

mado upon them, fir below the onginal expectations , and, speaking gene
rally, 1t may be sad that the offur of labor on the roads and in work
Louses almost met all the requirements of the case  Tho Comnmttee s
report 13 prnted as an Appendix, 1t will ba seen that the sums shown in
it as expenditure from tho chantable relief fund differ somewhat from
those shown 1n the distnct reports, which are of later date

16 The nbove remarhs contan all that Ths Honor considorsat
negessary to say of tho scaraity of 1873 74, regarded from a provinaal
pount of view  The distnict reports, espeerally that of Gorakhpar, comprise
all the detaled information that ean be requred, and the followmng
paras sum up briefly what was done 1 each distret —

Mr Lumsden s report gives a very full and clear account of tho
condition of the district, the causes f the distress, and
the range of pnces  Common nice whichis thestaple
food of the northern part of tho district, stood at 10 or 11 seers from January
to August, but no other gramn was sold at what may be called fumne
prices , barley never fell below 13 seers, nor gram, except for a short
1aterval, below 14 Relief worhs were opened st the end of January
and in February,—(1) 1n the northern or Mahargjgany Tphsi, where the
mam erop 18 nce, aud which liad therefore suffered most soverely , (2) in
and sbout the eity , (8) 1n the south west part of the district, on the
great embankment known as the Tuckerbund  On the first of these works
the numbers averaged about 12 000 1n March, 40,000 Apnl, and 41,000
w May Tn the worhs round tho eity the numbers never wuch cxeceded
7000 At the Tuckerbund and another work mnear it 7,300 were
employed in March, 16,500 in Apnl, and over 19,000 i May The

E]

Gorakhpor
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average number iu May on all the works was 78,000, and the maxi-
mum reached in that month was 89,000, Early in June these great
masses melted away rapidly on the first appearance of the rains, and the
works were all closed by the middle of the month, having cost altogether
Rs. 8,20,441. Three workhouses took their place: one was established
in the city, where was the greatest collection of permanent poor; one in the
north, where distress was severest; and one in the east at Kasia; both the
lattor were butlittle used. The average at Gorakhpur never exeeeded 1,000,
and hardly roge above 200 at the other two places. The workhouses
were closed in September, the total expenditure on them having heen
Rs.7,353. Besides this, Rs. 5,865 were expended from private subsclf:i'ptions
on poorbouses establighed earlierin the year and surperseded by the work-
houses, and Rs. 513 in relief to ¢ pardali-nashin” women ; Rs. 4,700 was
the cost of keeping wup hospitals for the poorhouse and workhouse
sick ; Rs. 91,471 were given as advances for purchasing rice for sced grain.
Altogether the cost of the relief works of all sorts was to Government
Rs. 3,40,195, and the sum of Rs. 10,894 was further expended from the
funds of the Charitable Relief Comumittee.

17. In Basti the first relief work—the road from Basti to Bansi—sivag
opened on the 22nd January, Throughout February
the numbers averaged about 5,000 a day;in March

they twere over 8,000; by the end of April they rose to nearly 85,000, and

they stood at about this figure through May. In June they rapidly fell
to 6,500. The next work opened was the road from Basti to Minhdawal
undertaken at the end of February. The numbers in March were
about 5,000 a day, in April they rose to 35,000, in May to 50,000, and in

Junc they fell suddenly to 7,000, The Domariaganj road was begun in

March, and in May it employed 30,000 laborers. The Basti-Faizabad

road was taken up in May, and during that month the numbers averaged

7,000. On the road from Basti to Nepal no less than 30,000 people

were employed thronghout May. The rapidity of the dispérsion of the

people is shown by this fact, that while the number on all the works in
the last week of May were 127,000, in the third week of June they were

25,000. The total cost of these works was Rs. 4,28,557. The two work-

houses were opened in June and closed in October, and their total cost

was Rs. 9,637. The necessarily imperfect report sent up from this dis-
trict does not show the average daily number of inmates.

Basti,

18. The Collcctor’s report gives an interesting but rather highly
colored account of the difficulties he had to encounter
in his district, its over-population, and the chronic
struggle of its laboring poor for bread. The rice crop, the failure of which
was almost universal, is estimated to cover about one-seventh of the culti-
vated area of the whole district, and this failure came on the top of a series
of bad seasons, The price of wheat stood at about 10} seers in October,
1873, barley and gram at 14 and 15 seers, and they remained low till the
rabi harvest came in.  Several relief works were opened early in February
and cmployed about 2,000 persons a day in that month and March, but
with the reaping of the harvest the numbers fell to less than 1,000, and
they were finally closed in July, having cost Rs. 13,116. No regular
poorhouse was established, but an existing one supported by the

Ghazipur.
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Mumeipality 1t Ghazpur way enlarged, and mnch gratuitous relef was
distributed 10 gram aund cash throughont the distriet  The cost of thus
wag about Rs 6,900 up to the end of Octoher, 1874
19 In the south of Mirzapur (Robertsgan) and Dudli) wheat stood
— 16 October and November at abou* 12 to 14 seers,
barley at 14 to 16, and rice at11to 12 With the cnd
of March and the harvest gathered, all grams rose to an caser level
except rice, which remuned almost as dear till August A great number
of small relief works were set on foot 1 December and January, the
population bemg too seattered and small to congregate anywhere 1n large
numbers  The average daily attendance was between 2,000 and 3,000 1n
January, but fell off rapudly after the 15th March, and the works were
closed on the 21st of June The total expenditure was Rs 25,136 Besides
this, Rs 21,103 were expended 1n advances to dars and cul
for seed gram and food, and to bamas to help them to buy grun  Much
of this has snce been repaid, and almost all 15 recoverable
20, The rams caded 1n Banda on the 9th September, but no severe
distress was felt till the begimmag of February.
Prices were not lugh then, for barley never fell below
16 seers, or gram below 20 scers per rupee, but the cessation of ired
employment 1n the fields threw many of the poorer classes out of work
Three relief works were opened 1n Iebruary, the maximum attendance
was 1 March, when the numbers rose to above 7,000 a day , they dinun
whed greatly when the ratn harvest set 1, and the works were closed by
the end of June Besides these works, 21 poorhouses were opened, the
earhest of which were started m February At these about 1,000 persons
recerved daily relief 10 Apnil (the maumum, 1,700, being reached 1n the
first w ' of that month)  the numbers dimimshed rapully after the ratwms
set 1, and the poorhouses were closed 10 October  The tota] expend «
ture on public works was Rs 13,249, on poorhouses Rs 6,026
21 At Hamupur signs of distress were observed carher  Thero~>
of wheat never fell below 18] seers, or grim ™. w13
Hamirpor N
seers per rupee  In December and Janusre sy woris
wereset 1n hand 10 order to provide rehef, Inter on the pumh™ ¥i= sel
to ten  They wero all closed by the 20th July, the svr-se ozl
of persongemployed was 1,100, and the lughest nambe-vearee= 2.3+ 2
thelnstweekof May Six poorhouses were also opemed. e £V Tor-xzem o

auce at which was 434, 0d the last was closed on the 3% (emehm, Thegm

cost of the relief works was Rs 9,145, and of the prrpizses Je S
22 Tn Jalaun there was really no dtenss 30 <Vl @7~ oo welhe:

work was opened, more 5 £ TOCRISLE TILT 15 3 Tigmen

sity, and onlv abon. 18 Tesums Terzsd 1 e

poorbouse was started Jhansy, howerer Lst Jous bt T 1 genile s,

condition, and though priceswere far's® low 2L 2 JeDRmey g ot

good, there was a considerable amonrt o7 penmal D e zent, o a

1 the castern part of the ditner.  Delhel v oL vrme pmenel e

closed on 14th July, the averan» zitendanze 25 w mzx 1 PO7 por™

the total expenditure was fis. 6433 Joonmsss 1Ten .

several places, but were verv I*tle resatefl w—uo* m

o day being reheved at anv ume the o5 0"t

Buda,

3aton and Shavs
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Tron
Tms COLLECIOR or GORAKUPUR,
To
Tor SECRETARY 10 GOVERNMENT,
Norrn-T esrexy Provinees
Iated Gorakhpur, the 8th December, 1874
Six,

T 1ave the honor {0 submt the specil report on famme and relief operations
called for by G O No 643A, dated Gth October

2 Past famines ~Tho Benares Division generally, and specially the distrcts of
Gorahhpur and Basti, have hutherto enjoyed a wonderful immumty from famme Tho
farme of 1170 Fash (A D 1769) 13 :mdeed sad to have effected the Gorakhpur Dis-
trct severely, but no relable stabishics pertamung o this period are avatlable

3  Durmg the present century the famines which have visited the North-Western
Provinees have been, comparatively spealung, httle felt 1 this district

4 In the year 1803 01 a famine was anbiespated 1 Gorabbpur oning to the
fulnre of the rams durmg the latter half of August 1803 no ram hawing fallen from
the 15th August o the 6th Septomber and comparahively bitle before that date  An
opportune fall of raw however 1 Seplember saved the late rice crop, and enabled the
rabt sowings to bo completed under the most favorable ccumstances Durng the
Iiiter months of the year a consuiderabls export of prun from thi distriet to the
reerved domunons of the Nawab Vazir fooh plzce, and all fear of fammne would scem
o have passed awiy No remisuons of revenue or other measures of relef were
necessary

5 'Tho year 1803-10 hos been charactensed a3 & year of © extreme drought
this district, but nothing like famune or even acute distress wonld appear ta have been
felt

6 Agwn i the great famme of 1837-38 Gorakhpur would appear to bave
enyoyed perfuct mumutity from distress, as mdeed dil all the eastern districts of the
Beaares Diviston Wo mention i3 to bo found of Grorakhpur m the famine records of
thus period, nor was any spectal remussion of revenue granted

7  Swmbaly m the Nunne of 186061, which was cluefly coufined to the Mecrut,
Agra, and Rolulkhand Dinsions, Gorabbpur escaped entirely, 4he season being quits
an average one i s dustrict

8§ The famne year of 1864 63, s far a3 Gorakhpur 11 concerned, bas neser leen
characterised as moro than a year of “ dronght”  No speaial menenres were found neces
sary, no remsaion or suepension of land revenue  Prices ruled rather hugh, and
cmugration vecewved a shimulus  Beyond this there was nothung abnormal in the state
«f the distriet eall og for remark

9 Duung the years 1860-°1 snd 186163 T was engzed 1 the seltlemment, of
thns distmict and am therefore 1 n position to write of 1s condiion during those years
£ m personal knowledgo of the facts

* 10 OF Al prst famunes that of 186840 woull appear to have been most felt
il detnt T aserige fill of rom danng that year (25 2) 18 tho most scanty fall
aa vocord, and much below that of the pat feason (321) Danng 186360 also
fhe price of those gratas which are the staple food of the poorer cluscs;:ﬂched figures
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little .short of the prices-current during the’ worst months of the year under report
Notwithstanding this, in the famine records of this Sear it is officially declared pﬂmt‘
“ Gorakhpur and Basti escaped almost entirely;” and the fact that no relief work:
were started, no suspensions or remissions of revenue asked for, and the balance o :
stariding at the close of the year was not excessive, may be accep,ted as suf‘ﬁc:ieut- r:o;
that, notwithstanding as great a failure in the rains and the prevalence of almost e I:1'111
high prices during 1868-69, the distress felt that year was altogether insiorniﬁcnnt(l c(‘nuJj
pared with that prevalent during the past year. - N

11, Season of 1868-69 compared with 1873-74.—H0w, then, was it that with prices
only a trifte higher than in 1868-69, and with an average—taking the district as & whole—
6'9 inches more rain, the past year has been one of such general and intense distress,—
distress which, but for the measures of relief adopted by Government, must h::ve :
resulted in much loss of life, and in an immense extent of land being for a,time at Jeast
thrown out of cultivation ? ” ‘

12. It will not, I think, be out of place, before enteriﬁg upon the narrative which
is the main subject of this report, to attempt to answer the above question, for it must
be admitted that the question is one which might not unreasonably be asked by any one
unacquainted with, and sceptical as to the reality of, the intense distressand sufferine
lately prevalent in this distriet, 7

13. First, then, it must be borne in mind that in 1868-69, the September rains,
which were abundant, came in time to save at least half the spring rice in the district,
whereas during the past year the September rains failed almost entirely,~the conse-
quence being that whereas in 1868-69 there was only “alarge failure of winter rice
and a partial failure of spring rice,” during the past year there was a total failure of
winter rice and nothing like half an average outturn in the case of spring rice.

Secondly,—In 1868-69 the rainfall was most abundant in the northern and eastern
portions of the district, where rice is the staple crop; whereas during the past year it
was these very portions of the district where the failure of the erops was most com-

plete.

Thirdly~The failure of the September rains during the past year affected most
seriously the extent of rabi cultivation, nearly a third of the area wsually devoted to
rabi cultivation lying fallow. In 1868-69, the rainfall of September, while it saved
half the spring rice and a considerable portion of the jarhan, at the same time enabled
the cultivators to sow a large extent of rabi land which this year lay fallow. The
records of 1868-69 show distinctly that nothing like the extent of rabi land lay fal-

. low during that year, as was left uncultivated during 1873-74 for want of the necessary
moisture. Mr. Clifford, the then Collector of this district, I find, estimated the extent of

such fallow land at 7 per cent. only.

Fourthly,~The year 1873-74 was preceded by several bad scasons, in each of
which either the rabi or kharif harvest was much below the average, and there was
consequently comparatively little grain in store in the district.

Fifthly,—The failure in the rice crop of this district during the past year was
accompanied by a similar faiture in the surrounding districts of Bengal and Nipal,

which was not the case in 1868-69.

14. To sum up, then, in a few words, the outturn both of the kharif and rabi
harvest of 1868-69, although bad, tas immeasureably superior to thatof 1873-74. The
high prices current in the former year were chiefly due to the extensive exportation of
grain to other famine-stricken tracts, not so much to the failure of the crops in this dis-
trict. The cultivators and zemindars had grain to sell, and the higher priees they obtained
for it made up to a great extent for the smaller outturn, and enabled both these classes
to continue to afford employment to the day laboring class; and although the prices of
such grain, as wheat and barley, were for some time as high in 1868-69 as they ever

were in 1873-74, yet the price of common rice—1hich, it is well known, is the staple food
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of the people of tlus distrrct—never exceeded 12 seers 4 ehuttacks per rapee 10 the for-
mor year , whereas from January o August 1874 1t was selling at rates varying from
10 secrs & chuttacks to 11 seers G chuttacks per rupee

15 Description of the season —~Tefore traang the hustory of the scwraty from
3ts heginning to s clo e this dustnet, it wall e well to @ive o brief de seraption of the
orson and of the gen tal results of the Mhanf wnd ribi Iarsests Tor thes purposs
1 may horo quote cortain paragray ks from my Jtevense Admimstration Repors for the
yoae

Para 3—%Tho sans of 1873 commenced rather later thin usual wa b secont
weeh of ‘June, and no ram f 1 after the 20th September, 1871

Para 4 —“The average fall throughout the district was enly 321 agnnst 55 4
during the preccding year the average of the  wt five viars

Year Tanfalt | pewng, as shown w the margm, 513
1668 59 FIEY Para 5—<Not only was the ll of rain serate, but it
ol B (ot the samo tme wnsasonable  The Manf sowmgs
‘1:;; ;§ . o ;‘ were Jong dilaved for want of ram  swhen the ran did cet 1n,

the spring mee m those fields which had been sown early
Total w | 3577 | gave promuso of en excellent onituen, the young phnts grew
rapdly, and had shot 1t ear before any apprebension was
folt At tls cntical tume, however, the rams faled, the
¢« Magha Dakshatra, on which the success of the spring rice erop so much depends,
had yielded no rain when these crops Legan to bo harvested, and the resalt was that, ths
ficlds sown before the commencement of the runs (called ¢ Pakila Bawaf') yielded”
from three to five mannds per Ingha, where ot one time Gfteen maunds had been on-
pected , and the flelds sown fter the first fall of ram (called * Packilz Bawe § dred up
and withered without even comng into car  The early cessation of the rans was fatal
to the jarhan or winter rice, whnch except here and there by the edge of tals and jluls,
ws a complete falure throughout the distrct

ATErIZe we Bis

Lara§ — These two crops—spnngrice and winter he Rhanif staples of t11a

+ Of thysove thied may be potdownss  dustrict—four-ifths® of the total hhanf area hom,x

winter rice sndtwo th rdvapring iee  Qovoted to their eultisation At best the sprmg o

outtorn was no nero that six or seven annas and without, therefurc, consdermg the

comparatn ¢ fulure of miny of the less important crops in portions of the distit, the

nsrable outturn m the case of these two erops alons at once redueed the | roduce of
the khanf harest to abont & seven-anna share of the outturn of a gaod year

Pare T —~5Tho only Lhanf crope wluch ypelded an aserage outtarn sere koo,
marica jowar, sanwan, lungan, and bayra crops, which are cultnated to a very tumted
extent 1 this distriet, the total fmlure of which nould ecarcely hrse been felt and m
fhe case of which, 1n averago outturn could have no perceptible effect 1n nevtralizng the
consequences of 4 fattate of the mamn staples

Para § —" The fulure of the Mhanf was, of course, ftlt the most in those portions
of the distret where spring nd waster Tice are mo t cxtenanely cultnated  On tls
account the northern portion of the dictrict mel ded an the Mabaryzny Tah o, suffired
most severcly  Here there 13 Tittle or no rin enlin ation, except the nf rior jules anl
oilseeds, wiuch are sown a3  sccond crop aftur the eards ice has been reaped  The
entiro vrea almost 13 devoted to rice cultisation 3 and the falure of the latter, comtingd
with the loss of the Tabi crop which coull not be <own on account of the drvness and
hardness of the soil (s1¢ nnas in the rupee only were sown with 11te 1n this tabal),
{ut for the thinness of the population, aud the fact that there was a conssderable stock
of grumn insk A1 ported surplux of the preceding sen: \d haserond red
raperativo more extensive measures of rehef than under tlo aircumstances 3t was
found wecessary to adopt
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Para. 10~ g n with rabi s

. ].0 The ar _C-'l 5‘0\.\ n with rabi thronghout the district was mueh under the

average, owing to the entire failure of {he late rains and the deficiency of water in the

ponds, jhils, and nalas, which are the staple sources of “irrigation in ihis district

Ahout n thivd of o e artifietally e :
third of the area sown was artificinlly irrigated Lefore the seed could be sown,

Para. 11.—*Taki istriet ¢ y y i

‘ : 11 Taking the drsinct..ls a whole, and regarding the arca usually sown

with rabi crops as one rupee, the aren actually sown this year represented cleven annas

Bxtraordinary exertions weie + by the cultivators to jrri i oy die
trnord \ L.mudc by the cultivators to irrigate the rabi sown, by dig-

aing kucha wells and excavating chanuels to convey the water from the largejhils where

g jhils
ihere was an-abundant sapply.

Dara, 12~ The cold-weather rai ory I inni
cold \ eather rains eame very late (heginning of February),
when the people were becoming almost hopeless.  They did immense good, and in {he
. =] i
case of those wheat and barley lands which had previously been partially irrigated
recured u humper outturn, °

) 0o« Jriny oy , . H .

Para, 13— Arhar and peas suffered severely, especially the latter, from frost in
Jamuary. In the month of Marel slight damage was done to barley and arhar in one
or two localities by hail. A limited tract in the Maharajganj Talwil suffered the most
in this way : but as a general remission of a portion of the land-revenue had been deemed
necessary i this talsil on account of the general failure of the kharif and rabi

:

harvests, it waes not deemed expedient to propose any specinl measure of relief, even in
the cace of those yvillages which suffered most severely from hail. .

2N ey . . . .
Para. 14.—%The gram, linceed, and masur crops, which were not artificially

. irrigated, and depended entirely on the cold-weather rains, were very short on the area

sown, and the latter was under half the usual area,  Taking the rabi harvest as a whole

M ¢
however, the outturn on the area sown was good, very much better than could have heen
hoped for in December and January : the wheat crop in particular was specially
fine, and turned out remarhably well in the threshing-flaor, the grain being very large
and heavy.

Para. 15.—The <hort area sown, however, must be borne in mind in writing
of the outturn of the havvest; and keeping this in view, and the wretched ontturn in
unirrigated land, the groneral result of the harvest may be put down as half an average

f=]
crop.  This is, of coure, speaking of the district as a whole, but in the Maharajganj
Tahsil, where ¢ chanmas’ rabi is rarely met, my calculation is that while the kharif harvest
did not yicld more thah one-fourth of the outturn of a good year, the rabi harvest fell
very much short of even that figure, and could not fairly be put down at more than a

two-anna erop.”
1G. Narrative of scarcity.—I now proceed to trace the history of the searcity
in this district from its commencement in November 1873. . i
17. Barly in the <eason it became manifest that if this district escaped actual
fumine, the season would be at hest one of very high prices and much distress among

the poorer clases.
18. Large exports of erain to Bengal began about October : prices rose however
<o vapidly in this district that the export trade graduaily diminished, and about the end

of January grain began to be imported from Qudli and the western distriets.

19. Without any very marked symptom of actunl distress being visible in October

+nd November, beyond the increased activity of the emigration recruiters and the greater
o in the number of beggars

cnceese attending their operation, with a slight increas
j<o steadily ; and the winter

ot with in the city and larger bazars, prices continued to
raing keeping off, the cultivators began to lose heart.

90. Arrangements had been made to give employment to all secking it in carry-
ads 3 and it was because there was no

ing out the ordinary annual repairs of kucha ro
tion, that, on receiving sanction

anusual rush of people for employment of this descrip
on the 20th December, 1873, to star rclief works tentatively, I reported that for the
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present I did ot see any necessity for starhng specal works of this description, although
1t was 10t improbable they wouldt be required later i the scason

91  Easly 1 Juguary a alight demand for employment by the day Lborng and
astizan classes 1 the aity began to be appurent, and the number of feeble-bodied beggars
1 the vieunty of the aity, meludng many Jame, bimd, aged, and sick—both men wd/
women—~had 1creased to such an extent, that on the 12th January I wrote to the Secrev
tary to Government, suggesting whether it would not be adwisable to start somellung
thn shape of a poor-houso 1n the stabion o supplement private chanty, 2s 1t was not
Iskely thus class would get thewr usual dole from the natives by beggung from house to
house m sach bard times  In the same letter T mimmated my intention of starting cor-
famn relef works tentahivelv, after consaltation with Colonel Davidson, Supermtending
Engmeer, who was expected at Gorakhpur on the 14th January

22  Later o January the athor and pea crops were seriously and wretrievably
damaged by frost, especially 1a the Padrauna, Deonia, and Bansgaon Tabstls, in which
nearly half the former crop and one-fourth of the latter were roported to have been
destroyed  Thns was reporied to Gosernment in my dem-official Jetter of the 18th
January, i which ¥ mentioned certzwn other aymptoms of distress, and whimated that,
m coosaltation with Colonel Davidson, 1t bad been arranged
Yomes o 4pee. 10 alard works at rebef vates® on the Goraklipur and Fyzahad

dren road, mn the vicintty of the city where the symptoms of distress
had been most marked

23 On the 19th Janmary I recewved a demwofficial letter from the Seeretary to
Government, rformung me that i Hhs Honor s opmion the facts described by me w my
letter of the 12th 1dem were not symptomatic of any great distress, bt that T must be on
the alert, and prepared to take measares for rebef if any class was on the verge of starving
In the same letter I was mformed that of private subseniphions wero rased for the
mfirm, Govermment wonld donble the amonnt, and that this would be a forr test of the
severity of the pressure

24 Onthe 25th January Xreporied shll further damage done by frost to the
arhar and pea crops in the Padrauna and Bansgaon Tahsils, the contisued absence of
T, a considerable nise 1 prices 1 the aty, an wnexpected rush of people to the relef
work opened 1 the vicuuty of the aity, the starting of special works for the unemploved
poor by several of the well to-do zemundars of the district, and I at the same tune
reported further sympoms of distress wh ch had been observed esprcually @ the north
of tho district.

25 In ordwary eeasons even the htter half of January and first half of February
15 5 slack lime both with agrienlturists and wih those classes who bve by dadly labor
Besides sweeping the nice ficlds with besoms, and sifting the sweepings to collect stray
graws of paddy—a practice wh ¢h had already becomo common —nfirm men, women,
and chiliren now took fo gatherng the seeds of grass sad trefol on the waste lands,
and hunting 1o the fields and jungles for wild pot herbs

26 Colonel Davidson, who had visted both Nichlaul and Lotan, corroborated
the prevalence of syrp of distress and d among the poorer classes, wlhich
had beea observed by mysclf and my saborduates, and 1ndeed had begun to be reported
from all quarters

27 'The starting of rehel works on the Lotan and Nichlaul roadsa the northers
portion of the dustrict was acconhingly determuned on, and the propoced arrangements
reported to Government 12 my demi-oficial of the 25th Janyary

2% The proprietv of stacting a epecial relief work for the aity poor, for whom
autherent employment could not be found on the worh alreads startrd on the Fyzabad
road, was abso advocated.

o

B -~
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2). In the samo lotter I reported having convened a public meeting on the
23.rd Jammry., 1874, with reference to His Honot's offer to double any sum raised by
private subscriptions for the relief of the helpless and destitute poor who were unable to
Ix\b?r on relief works ; that monthly subseriptions aggregating over Rs.300 had been sub-
scribed at the meeting ; that o committee had been appointed to make the necessary
preliminary arrangements, and that » monthly sum of at least Rs. 500 would be raised
by private subscriptions for the relief of this class,

30. During the week ending 31st January increasing symptoms of distress were
reported all over the district, both by my subordinates, by native gentlemen, and by
Luropean planters and grantees. In a letter received from Mr. Warren of Gopal-
pur, on the 27th January, offering to assist me in the supervision of relief works, ho
wrote,— I can assure you that distress is very great, and that people will scon be starv-
ing. T have commenced the digging and deepening of three large tanks, but even that
work will only allow n few out of a multituda to gain a scanty subsistence.” At this
time n sudden rice in prices, especially in the prico of commnon rice, took place : the
price of the latter ricing from 13 scers to 10 scers 15 chittacks and 11 seers per rupee,—
prices quite as high as those prevailing at the time in the adjoining districts of Saran
and Champaran,

31. This sudden rice in prices tended very much to increase distress among the
poorer classes.  Both Messrs. Spedding nand Stoker gave very gloomy accounts of the
stato of these classes in the Bansgnon Tahsil. Wherever we went the able-bodied
were now found clamorous for employment, and the bazars and roads, especially in the
vicinity of the station, were now lined with aged, infirm, and diceased beggars calling
loudly for charity,—~the emaciated condition of many of them affording ample proof of
the physical suffering and privation they were enduring.

32. These facts were reported in my demi-official of the 1st Febroary, in which
I also intimated that arrangements were being made for starting a relief work on the
« Tuckerbund” embankment on the Benares road in the Bansgaon Tahsil,—a work which
Colonel David=on had approved of, as being one of the most useful that could be put
in hand : further, that the charitable distribution of cooked food to the aged and infirm
poor unable to labor on relief works, was to commence at the sudder station on the
morning of the day 1 wrote. In the same letter I suggested the necessity of atiaching
a lospital apprentice to each relief work, as under existing circumstances the numbers
were likely to increase, and on the approach of the hot senson an outbreak of sickness
in an epidemic form was riot improbable.

33. On the 2nd February, I was informed demi-officially of His Honor’s appro-
val of my proceedings in starting relief works, and that subsequent orders would be
communieated with respect to the purchace of grain—a measure which I had suggested
might be necessary if the export trade continued.

31. On the 8th February I was able to report an ample fall of rain throughout
the district on the nights of the 1st and 5th idem, which, althongh it had come rather
late, was still likely to do much good to the rabi erops, and had opened a door for
employment to the agricultural classes in preparing the land for sugar-cave. Our
future prospects were much improved by this rainfall, but little actual benefit from it
could be looked for until the rabi crop was harvested.

35. It was abont this time that the rise in prices, already referred to, had the
effect of almost putting an entire stop to the export of grain, and simultaneously the
cheaper sorts of food grain began to be largely imported from Khairagarh and other
districts in Oudh.

36. Complaints of distress and suffering being very prevalent in the Bansgaon
Tabsil, where the Tuckerbund relief works had not yet been started, continued to
come in. Mr. Spedding, who was at this time engaged in summary settlement work
en the banks of the Gogra, reported that numbers of people had tsken to the Disara
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lands, and were there eking out a subsistence by menomng the grasy seeds  Ha slio
stated Ins opmion that the fume had mow come when a relief work was absolutely
required to afford the means of aubsistence to the poor 1n this porhon of the district,
and also nrgod the opening of & poor-h for the chantabl ih of food to
the feebls and aged poor at esther Barkalgan) or Gola

37 Arrsngements were accordngly hurried on for starting the Tuckerbund or
Kauriram relief work, and Government was mformed that 1t would be started welun
tho weel

38 At the close of the secand week wn February, I was able to report very
matortal benefit having been dono to the rabt crops from the fall of rawm at the begine
ning of the menth , and that the arhar fields, which bad been only partially wjared by
frost, were throwing out fresh Jeaves and blossoms A tour I then made m the Kasia
subdivision satisfied me that with favorable weather antd the rabr was harvested no
relef works nonld be requred i that portion of the district 1ndeed, as a tentative
measure, I directed the payment of the laborers employed on the repairy of kncha
roads m the Kasa subdivision, at the rates pud in the special relief works which
had been started 1 the viemity of the ity and in the north of tho district.  The resnlt,
however, was that no one would accept work at these rates , and to bave the repairs
carried out, the ordmary rates had to be reverted to  Nothing conld have better gauged
the measura of distress prevalent n different parts of this dustrict 1n the Bansgaon
Tabsil, in the vieiity of the erty, and in the north of the distnct, the peaple—men,
wornen, and chuldren—were flockang to the rebef works, where they were paid 6, 4, and
3 pice respectively per diem , while m the cast of the district an attempt to miroduce
these rates led to a general strike among the samo class of laborers The reasons for
the ziexter prevalence and seventy of distress m these portions of the distriet do not
pertam to the narrative of the scarcity, and will be noticed farther on

39 Towards the close of February the great benefit the rabi erops had derived
from the raw became more mamfest m the altered appearance of the fields, the 1im-
provement bemng greater even than could have been hoped for, which was i a great
measure owing to the very seasonable weather which followed the ramfall

40 Durmg a march from Kasa to Gagha m the Banegaon Tahst, I w1 0
convinced of the improvement tn the prospects of the rabt harvest, that ;n wniing on
ihe 23rd February, I reported that the ontturn would m all probability be half as
much 2gam as could have been hoped for before the ram fell

o2 T enlloge anakiary; wite diad hidhats Jear dulduyrdeal; movdugar dr grea
adsances on the security of the crops, zud the people became more hopefal A steady
1mport of Indian corn and the coarser food grawms from Oudk contnued , and thus, with
the improved prospects of the commg barvest, prevented a farther rise i prices which
indeed, except i the case of common rice, fhe prico of which continved to rise until
tho muddle of June, bad a slightly downward fendency.

42  Atthis hme a supposed death from starvation was reported, but whether
the cluld whose body was recovered from a well bad reslly died from starvation could
not be satisfactorily ascertamed

43 The general unprovement 1 the rabi crops, and the steady mport which
bad sct mn from Qudb, led me to report to Government that “there should nos be no
risk of the supply of gra being wsufferent for tie local consamption, althongh the
“Maharaygan Tahsd would kave to be supphed by ofher portions of the dsstrict™

41 On the 1st March I reported the openng of the city rehef work m the
vicrmity of the yul, which ttracted over 2,000 laborers , that the relief works previousty
started contnned to bo largely attended, but cluefiy by women and children, and that
no other rebef works would be required, at least not vntl same bime after the rabe
harvest. At this tume the pea crop bad slmost been gathered 1, and mw the south of
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the district the earlier fields of the rabi cereals had begun to be harvested. Provided no
damage was done by hail or untimely rain, taking the district as a whole, I now anticipated |
a 12-anna outturn on the area sown.

45. On the'2nd March the members of the Famine Commission entered this dis-
trict, and were met by me at Barhalganj. As they submitted a special report to Govern-
ment on the then condition of this district, and the extent and severity of the dis-
tress they met with daring their fonr through the worst portions of it in ’r._he month of
March, it would seem unnecessary for me here to enter minutely into deinils already
given in their report.

46. During the first week of March the harvest became general in the couth of
the disirict : this however had litile (if any) perceptible effect on the numbers aitending
the relief works : a slight fall in prices however took place, except in the north of ih:
district. This I attributed to the small stock of grain in store in that portion of the
district, and the very limited extent of land under rabi cultivation.

47. Grain had alreads begun to be jmported into the Maharajganj Tahbsil from
other parts of the district by private dealers ; and in writing on the 9th March, while -
noticing this, and expressing my opinion that, taking the district asa whole, the out-
turn of the rabi harvest would be sufficient to meet the local consumption, I expresced
some doubt whether it would be advizable to trust entirely to private enterprise for
the import of a sufficient supply of grain into the northern portion of the district, and
that it might be advisable to adopt the course suggested by the members of the Famine
Commission, and supplement and stimulate private enterprise by making advances to
suitable parties, on condition of their importing a cerfain quantity of grain into the
larger bazars in the north of the district.

48. 'The fhreatened scarcity of jarhan rice seed wis also brought to ihe motice
of the Famine Commission and Government in my letter of the 9th March; and I
recommended that either Government should make arrangements with the Nipal Dar-
bar for the exchange of 100,000 maunds of wheat and barley for a similar quantity
of jarhan seed, or elze that advances should be given on liberal ferms to zemindars
4o enable them to make their own arrangements for procuring the necessary seed-grain,
which the latter assared me they could do.

49. At this time the pumber attending the relief works in the north of the
district continwed to increase (here there was nest to mo rabi on the ground to be
harvested), and whatever may bave been the case later, it was manifest to any one
visiting the works and talking to the people, that at this period one and all laboring on
these works were people who had actunlly been driven through sheer want to seek
employment on them. For the correctness of this assertion, I may appeal with every
confidence not only to the members of the Famine Commission but to every European
and pative gentleman, official and non-official, who visited these relief works during
the month of March and the first hatf of April. I have deemed it right to nodce
this point here, because later in the season numbers resorted to the relief works who
in my opinion need not have done so, and this was also reported to Government at the
fime. From this fact some have been inclined to question whether these relief works
were ever really required, and whether the rates paid would not in ordinary seasons
have atiracted as large a erowd of applicants.

50. Tt is a matter of special satisfaction for me that the. Famine Commission
visited this district at the time they did, and were able, by personal inspection and inter-
course with the people, to satisfy themselves of the severity of the distress,and the abso-
Jately miserable and destirute condidon of the people who flocked to the works. Had
tbe\'- come to the district seven weeks later, at which time no doubt large numbers (who
nee:d pever have come on the works), having nothing else to do, and attracted by the
rates, had begun to swell the numbers unnecessarily, thev might have been misled as
to th;e mensure of distress which was prevalent in this district carlier in the season, and
the necessity which existed for starting relief works. .-
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51 Itis altogether fallaerons fo suppose thnt the rates pard—sus Gorakhipur pice
to men, £aur to womn, and three to uldren—wou! 1 m ordmary years, m the months
of Tebruary, March, and the ficst hif of April, when tho Tala hanvesting operations
ate m full swing, attract any nwnber of work people, not to say the crowds that
flocked to the rel of ssorhs ab that period  Later in the season, duning the interval be-
tueen the ridy harvest anl the khnf seed trme, which 1s the slack setson both with
e agriculturtd and duy bhormg classes, Tadmit that these rates would n ordinary
sears command the services of 1 Lirgu number of work-people m this district , bat
tlat these rates would not attrack Iihorers earhier i the season was proved by my expes
runcnt i the Kaa subdnivon, and mav be proved ngun any jear by attempting to
@it ordmiry ewthwork done at thesc rates during the months of Fibmary and
March  That the lowest rates of wage, sufficient to buy tho bare means of subsistence,
shonl 1 at the «lack season attract a great many people to such works who are not i
abisolute want, 1s en evtl mherent 1 thy system of rel ef, which cannot be got over,
unless the power of rejeching appheants 1s gien to the local officers, becnse 1t 1s 2
matter of fact that at sucht seasons of the vear numbers will sccept even the lowest rates
of remuneration for such light work as ¢ i be got out of them, wlere large crowds are
massed together, rather thin sit wdle, doing nothing and exrming nothing, at their homes

52 To rcturn to the narratue  The mereasing numbers attending the rehef
works early m March neccsutated an wddition to the ordinary district staff of Su-
pervisors, which up to thes pertod had only been strengthened by the appomtment of oze
additional Supervisar, Mr Gush, and at the same tine 1t nasfound necessary to open a
specul hospital 1n connection with the station poorhouse

53  Desides cases of actunl diseasc mamy came for rebef m smch a debihtated,
emaerted state, that unkss they were pronded with extrs nourishment beyond tho
pocrhiowse diet, therr s ¢ nald not possbly hase been sased  The sudder poorhouso
hoe ital was opencd on the st March, and a Natve Doctor speanlly deputed to tho
dustrict was st to Kaurtram where an hospatal was opened for the sick on the Tuchcrs
bund and Taraina bridge rel of works

5t Durmg the first week of March also another alleged death from starvation
was reported an old weman of the mallih caste, who hal long leen i a debibtated,
waekly stafe, and whose death was no don' t hastened by the prisation she bad endured
To y rovide far suck crses 18 w1s resolved with the approsalof the Famne Commyswton,
fo ogen branel poorliou-es at the hewlwuarters of each of tho tahths for the char-
talle dists] ution of fuod to the aged, mrm, and decrep1t foor who neie mntl to
Labor on the relef works, and hal not the strength to und 1tihe the long journey to
the sudler stetion  Theso tabul poorliouses, wnd that shirfed by Mr Spedding at
Goh, remuned o en until the rclief works weie closed, and the warkhouse aystem
took thur lace earhy i June

55  On the 15th Maieh I Tiad to report the occurrence of 2 bl trrm i <eres
ral parts of the district Lonsiderable, Lt on tho whole not 1mpo tant, damige was
done to the rali crops over a lumted aren fortanatels, nhere the hul torm was the
niost severe, to {le north of Maharajgan), thero was hitle or no rabr on the groand ,
and on account of the general mescure of rclief 1o the shape of remiseion of Indorcs ene,
wiich mas sub equently recolved an, 1t was not fund necessary to propuse any <pecial
measure of el £ m the cse of the e villyges mn the Maharygaw Tabwl which saffered
m0st soverly from the effects of the hait-<toriz

56 Tho nymber atten Ling the relief works coptnued tnererang, especially m
the north of the district, and had about thts time reacked 18,000, two-tlurds of this
nuwmber beng emyloyed on the relhef worbsn the north of tho dictrict. At tuy
tmo fuod was bemg di-tnbuted to abont 1,000 sged and 1afirm poor at the station poor-
bouse From further wmformation gathered darmg my tour in the north of the di
trict w my demp-oficsal of the 15th Mareh, wth reference to the doubt T had expressed
the previons week, ag to whether 1t would be eafy to trust to privato enturprise for



( 8 ‘
the district the carlier fields of the rabi cereals

damage was done by hail or untimely rain,
a 12-anna outturn on the area sown,

had begun to be harvested, Provided no
taking the district as 2 whole, I now anticipated

46.  During the first week of March the harvest became general in the south of
the district : this however had litile (if any) perceptible effect on the
the relief works : a slight fall in prices however took place,
district. This I atributed to the small stock of grain in s
district, and the very limited extent of land under rabi culti

numbers attending
except in the north of the
tore in that portion of the
vation,

47.  Grain had already begun to be imported into the Maharajganj Tahsil Feam
other parts of the district by private dealers 5 and in writing on the Q‘Lh\;z:rd- tendency
noticing this, and expressing my opinion that, taking the districe- """ " " d tend n(:,:
turn of the rabi harvest would be sufficient to me-* = ¢t With an upward tendency
some doubt whether it would be advisable *

the import of a sufficient supply of F1iged and infirm poor were being fed at the mufas-
that it might be adﬁsable.@-ifﬂle tahsili head-quarters : and at the suggestion of the
Commission, and sup Pl additional poorhouse was opened at Mithaura, in ﬂ\.e \."u:'mity
suitable p arties,“?ﬁ on the Nichiaul road, where the members of the Commission had

'lzi\rigg!:‘baqz%r fé;ge number of emaciated and infirm people employed, who were really unfis
for work on the roads,

60. Tt was at the same time determined that o Turopean officer lshou.ldﬁyien;:
nently be stationed at Mithaura, where there was n s.mall bungalow:v be? o;lguzn od
zemindar, in order both to exercise a general supervision of th‘e rehcjf works, o un er':
ko tho » : to be able to take immediate action in any
take the management of the poorhonse, :m('i ' ¢ in o action in any

cency, as the state of the people in this portion of the.dxst'mct at this time appes '
ile;(;'cc’:ritizril Until Mr. Stoker should return from examination leave, Mr. MeMullin,

Assistant District Superintendent of Police, was accordingly deputed on this duty.

61. Up to this time the health of the pc.:ople‘ exx}ployod on the rehzf ] ;;(:kscal:;j
heen remarkably good, there was little or no epld.omlc smknes?, but '1 good e ‘i)n sascs
of fever and ague in the north of the district, which however is always ende
parts. ) |

2. While in camp with the Famine Commission at Gopalpur u}"déet 11(1)‘10&1(3;:;:‘?

£ the district, the demi-official sanction of Government wfxs 1vec?1\ ed to gr: :
o of 5 i for ,the purchase of 150,000 maunds of grain for consumption, i
e ?f “d‘. ‘m(lms g-thm'n sortion of the district. To give effect to the orders of Govern~
T 10‘110;11 eclc«‘u' arrangements with the citv mahajaps and oth‘erf, I
e mGarl\(') ki emr; on 1:113' 20th Dﬁxrch, the day on which the Famine Commission
mmnl;eg ‘;1(;0 ti:eal\i;lsti Didtriet,  What was done in the way of making advances and
\“1‘:1 ilegein a store of grain will be noticed further on,

63. On the 80th March I was in a position to report that the outtuyrn of the rabi
Jd

wrvest TOMIS (s} 11 L ] '1[ l() my esfmmte dnd tl\(lt over o 12-:111!1:1 out-
lx\ [) 11 ed t I)G lH& qu« ’

istr i alenlated on—the barley
v <i it as a whole, might be oa 0 bar!

turn on the atea sown, taking the dlStUC- i ,th zhrcqhhlq_ﬂoor e i Do

and wheat erop having turned out especially well in the a , the ¢
wnusually fine, well developed, and heavy. "

i r grai i nto the

64. Drices at this time fell slightly, owing to the new grain hav n;rb; ::::letz) ol
wmarket ; but as the parties who liad taken advances from Gover nmexf\ g

L b)

pupchases, prices again rosc,
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51 It1s altagether fallacions to suppose that the rates paid—aix Gorakhpur pico
to men frar to women, and three to clol Iren—woul Lin ordinary vears, m the months
of Eebrary, Vlarch, and the fir { haif of Apnl, when the raly harvesting operations
are m toll swing aftract any number of work people, not to sy the crowds that
flocke { ta the relef works at thit period  Tater tn the <cason, during the mterval be-
tween the 1312 harvest and the Kbanf <ol time, which 2 the <ach sevson both with
e armenltural and drs laborng classes, Tadit that these rates would in ordinary
1¢ms command the services of 2 large pumber of work-people 1 tlus district , but
11 18 8} e~ 7ot s wonld not attract 1l orers earher 1n the sewron was proved Ty my expes
sonentinthe Kasa subdiision, and mav be proved again any yer by atterpting to
£t ordimwry ewrthworh done at thesc rates during the mouths of T'cbruary and
Mirch  That the lowest rates of wage, rufficient to buy the tare means of subsutence,
showl at the slach season attract o grent many peapk to such norks who are not in
absalaty watk, 18 an ew) mherent 1m thit svatem of rchief, whieh ennnot be got over,
unlces the power of rejecting apjlicants 13 gren to the local officers because 1¢ 134
wtter of fact that at such seasons of the vear numbers wilt accey t even the lowest rates

va ~t on for such light norh a< ¢ i be got out of them, where large crowds are
contrary was dcutlor than st 1 Hle, domg nothing and earming notlung, at their homes
the rehef fond o $0me O XA¢ Por o nronung mmmbers attendmg ke rehef
to forward off emamated beggars found "y 40 ordinars dustrict staff of Sue
nearest poorbouse, suj plymng them with food va 1y ved by the appontment of ono

69 Atthis time I also cansed the people emplovesfound necessary to open s
Blatkanra to be broken up 1ato two reparate independent gangs, 1
crowding and vonfusion, winch led to o small outturn of work dobrlitated,

70 Early w April there was a shght fall in prices exoejt m the ease of vice, the
price of wluch agam rose  Tho fall was very tnfln_, considening the quantity of new
gram winch had come 1nto the market

71 At this time a great nerease 1w the number attendwg the relief wworks
took place , wn tho first weck of Apnt on the Nichlaul road rhef works I found
about 23,006 eraployed, and the number on the relief works i the southern por-
hons of the district liad inereased to about 16000 This sulden great inevesse
i the numbers floching to the relief works was caused by the cessation of harsesting
operations, and the absence of sy sort of agneuitunal work to cmploy the people at
iherr vilages At the same time I shonld select this period a5 that at whch distress
was its heyght m this distniet.

72 The day Jaboring cfass had been thrown out of work fy ihe cessabon of
frarvesting operations, and tius class alone would almost account for the inerease i the
numbers on the relief works wineh took place about tlus period

73 Atilus tupe I wept carefully over the relief works 3o the pend of the dis
trict, and rotisfied myself that slmeost oll those emplojed were pecrle who Bad Leax
u.2ually driven to the works i order to earn the means of subadence

74 Thus esrly, hovnever, [ discorered a fon caser 1n sl wor mimx e thome
admitted that they had not come to the works e camee flwe womr = 32z vy
but breawse thev Bad nofhing fo do af their homes an® = emoarmzs de g~
of the times, they thought 1t advisable not tn encern _ r Toem 3T pm ¢F
tut sme it up for » future emergency, earmuss 2 v InTan,  w Gze o
roale  Instances of thug eort were very exommmel it 2maL e Lz v
dulv reported to Governnent on the 5tb AreT

75 Alout this time the ersztir of Irmrims prmmy ey 2 G e

ont of employment 1 fla fleorz sl m T e e ey, e
of distrees 1n tlus quarter | 2o 49 TI M. dar L eimmeen o Tomme £ e B
emgrated from the Dory Toimi v for e emmvr e Topereey = ™™

I mado arrangroenis v ce Date- Cormer u smvmme g e~ ™
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‘he Kurma embankment near Deoriz, a plan and estimate of which had already been
hmitted in the Public Works Department.

‘ 76.  The applicants for relief at the poorhouse did not increase proportionally
with the numbers on the relief works, The only poorhouse at which there was a
marked and steady increase in the numbers relieved was that at Mithaura, in which-
vicinity no doubt the distress was severest.

77. The great increase in the numbers on the relief works about this time save
rise to considerable difficulty in securing an adequate supply of Goraklipur pi:e, in
which the laborers were paid. T Iad to apply to the Accountant-Genersl for a2 remit
tance of Rs. 15,000 in Government pice, and at the same time made arrangements
with contractors and direct with the Nipal Mint at Butwal for an increased supply of
the Iocal copper currency.

78. Daring the second week in April the numbers on the relief work incrcaseél still

— further, there being then about 34,205 men on the

. Quontity prr rupee for . P 21 Ao o
weeks in dpril, 1874, | works in the north of the district and 31,072 in the
-—_ —| south. There was no rise in prices at this time =
Ist weck. [and week. | except in'the case of rice prices may be said to have
— remained stationary, or even to have been somewhat

Names of grain,

S. e S e . . .
e e s o 8 easlcr:. thc. .pncc.s of .the past and preceding weeks
Wheat .. | 14 © 13 2 are given iu the margin.
Barley 19 4 19 4
Gram 15 12 15 12 .. . T
Peas ol e o 14 0 79. In writing on the 12th April, 1 distinctly

stated that T did not attribute the increase in the
numbers attending the relief works to increasing distress, but to numbers of people
who were not in actual want flocking to the work on account of the slack season of
the year. I at the same time remmrked that the fresh applicants for work were
physically and, as far as one could judge from their dress, &ec., much better off than
those who came to the work when they were first started ; that I considered the rates
paid with reference to the season of the year were so high as to attract Inborers who
were not in absolute want of cmplovment ; and for reasons given at length in a memo.
_submitted to Government, I issuel orders for a reduction of the rates hitherto paid.
1 ormer rates. : The rates formerly paid and those now adopted are

Men ... 6 Gorakhpur piccnday. given in the margin. I would have been induced
Women ... 4 ditto ditto,

Chifdren ... 3 ditta  ditto to make a still greater reduction but for the strin-
Reduced rates. gent orders of Government that the rates paid

Men w5 Gorakipur picea day.  should not be lower than would suffice for the pur-
g;ﬁ;ﬁiﬂn al;ié4 ditto - diteo chase of the minimum means of subsistence by
C}t‘f’ls‘r‘(’f"l‘ ot ditto ditto. those who were entirely dependent on what they
abletowork, @ ditte  ditto. earned on the works. Lower rates than those pro-~

posed would not at the prices then current have sufficed for the purchase of what was
held by Government to be the minimwn amount of food actually necessary for the sub-
sistcnc:e of this class of laborers, and a further reduction of the rates was thercfore
Jmpossible.

80. At this period intimation was received from the Nipal Darbar ﬂz:xt, on t'he
application of Government, permission had been given for t.he c..\'port of jarhan rice
from Nipml by purchasers from this district who really 1'(‘(1“[1‘0(1' it for sced purposes,
and who were armed with a pass or certificate to that cffect, signed by the District
Officer. This concession was a great hoon to the parties who had taken advances from
Government for the purchase of seed-grain, bécause although a Ii.m.ifcd supply .lmd all
along been stealthily brought across the border, in spite of th(f vigilance exercised .by
the Nipalese Police at the fronticr chaukis, there was a considerable amount of risk .

attending its importation in this way : several consignments which were seized when

crossing the border having been confiscated. This concession removed all anxiety that

existed regarding a possible dearth of jarhan seed, and there can be no doubt that the

seed required could not have been procured within the district.



(1)
81 About the same persod o brish export trade m the rabi cereals from
to Bengal recommenced

82 Dunng the tued and fourth weeks of April, notwithstand ng the n
m the zales, the nambers sttend ng the relief worhs went on mereasmg Th
tion n the wage paid {o men had a shght effect 1 rome of the rekef works
was temporary oply  the number of women and children not only lLept sten
creastag, bub & tatio ot of all proportun to the mercase m the number
About this time the numbers employed 10 the north of the distriet had reached
and 1n the south 44 895

83 A shght nise 1n prices dud tahe place about this persod an the north s
of the ditnet T did not howerer attnibute the serease n the numbers atten
reltef warks to this nise m prices, but to the cawses already referred to

84 There was certamly 00 ticrease n dusress, but on the contrary the
both ou thie relief works and 1 the poorhonse had greatly mproved m
appearance, and oone of the new appheants presented the uwnmistakable mdie
poverty ond destituhion wluch were formerly cbservable

85 Atts tune Iwasable to verd ont abont 300 from the &ty poc
who had been rewened in & wretched state of estactation, but who were now «
to Jabor on the rehef wurks to which fhey wern referred

86" On the 27th April I agaw represented the attraction wlueh the rel
had for the 1dle at that elack. season of the year, estimating ronghly that €0 per
those then employed were not dniven to the works throngh sbeer want or necer
went oged also that Thad been conudering the propnety of still farther reds
rates by paying women 3, wstead of 4 pice per diem , but that as T had beev 1mft
His Honor's wteaded vistt to Gorakbpur, I thought 1t betrer to let this matter )
and that I wowld m the meantime have data collected showing the purchasss
of the wages then pud with reference fo the prices current 1w ditforent portiom:
duinet.

87 At the closo of Apnl a dust storm sccompamed with ran and bal
1 the porthern and eastera portions of the district, fhe raun which felf dowg
1o the sugar-ane erop

88 Early w May, T had agam to report that the reduction w the rtes
perceptible effect 1 the nombers frequenting the relef works, and after certf
wproved condition of the people employed, and that everythung poss ble u
aircurnstances hiad been done 1 the way of exacting a bard day s work from th
ud able-hodied, T stated my opimon that I saw no otber way of heeping peoy
were not ahrolutely i waat off the relief warks except by a further reductior
ates, or by giing the Buropean officers staboned m the viemity of the wo
pasver of regecting appheants for employment

89 Atths hme T was alson a postion fo report that there was nox
ford farne, provided the comung runs did wot fail, a3 the granan the distr
being angmented by imports from Basti and Ghazpur

90 The weeding out of tho able-bodied from the Gorakbpur poorhouse I
reduced the number of recients of shantable rehef at the sudder station
whilo at this time about 460 were reheved ut the poothiuses 1 the inteno
genoral liealth of the district continued good, although smail pox seemed to be
ngin the north

91 Hn Honor the Lientenant-Governor viuted the district on the 6th M
among ather matters the question of what should be dove to prevent the admrss
e rebef wotks of pLrsons not shisolutely tn vant we discuseed at the confern
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woraen, and children employed, with the expenditure on accaunt of wages of laborers—
cost of establichment, and contingencies, also the amount of work done,

115  In this appendix the rehief works have been srranged wn the order 1n which
{hey were opened  Somo of the works were taken up when others 1n the iamty were
fimshed or afmost so, and this accounts for the decrease 1 the mambers on certamn worhs
ataperiod when distresswas on the increase, such decrease is not real but nominal,
being accounted for by the tran fer of the laborers to the newly opened works

116 Thus, when the worh on the Fyzabad road, which was the first velief
work started, was appreaching completion, and there was no longer suffient employ=
ment for the number floching to 1, work was started 1 tha reparrs of roads m the
suburbs of tho aity on the 10th Febraary The latter wasa petty work, though 2
nsefn) one, beeause several roads which wero neither on the hist of district roads, nor
meluded among theso lymg 1nade muneipal mts, had Tapeed wnto a very bad state of
Tepair, no fands having for years past been provided for their mawntenance When
the work on the Fy2abad rond wwas nearly fimhed, 1t becamo necessary to start some
relief work 1n the viamty of the eity, where dustress fir t appeared, m order to give
employraent to the aity people until such tune as the project for the improvement of the
Jad tank, which had been selected a3 at onco the most smtable and usefel work for the
aity poor, had been <o far matured as to admit of ground bemng broken

117 As soon s the necessary arrangements for starting work on the Jail tank
were completed, the relief works on the roads i the snburbs werc closed and the
laborers teansferred to the Jail tank

118 Sumilarlv, when the work on tha Tarama bndge embankment was ape
proaching completion, 1 order to fgive employment to the peoplo hitherto engaged on
1t, the Giola road relief work was opened on the 6th Apnl

119 T have entered into theso particulars, becanse 1 the case of the works refer
red fo, at was pp fresh pressure or mncreased local distress that led to their beng opened
they wero only oponcd to take the place of other works which had either been nearly
completed, or wero of 2 less nrgent and useful nature , whereas m the caso of all the
other works m Appendix B, the date of opening mdicates the timo at which distress
and searaity began to bo severely felt i the viamty of these works

120 The locale of the relief works mdicates the porbons of the district 1n which
severe distress was felt, and with the above explanation, the dates on which the severa
worhs opened are » correct mde to the time at which severs dustress and <caraity bes
g to be expenenced.

121  Up to the end of Apri, when a relief work was opened near Deoria, Governe
ment assistane to the distressed 1 the shape of employment on relief works was con~
fined to threo tahsils, vt , Bantgaon (southwwestern portion of the district), Sudder
Tabal (sacimty of city), and Mabarayzany (northern porton of district borderng on
Nipal Tarar) '

122 Ttis bardly necessary to explam why distress should have been greater, and
rebef works more urgently required 1 the Babarygan) and Sadder Tabals  In the
caso of tho former the fact that three-fonrths of the entire cultivation 1a hhanf (cluefly
epring and winter rice), and that of the lomted extent of rabn, all except a fow fields
around the village homesteads 15 dofusla rabi, the successful eulture of which depends on
the rumfall gt tho rabi seed time  {hus fact alone, when the poverty of the cultivators
{hus port on of the d strict and the proxumty of the Nipal Tarar ave borne in mund, fully
accounts for the aggravated pressure of distress m the Mabarayrany Tabsd  In the case
of tho Sudder Tahstl also, the cause of the carly sppearauce of distress, and of its contie
nued seventy, was mamfestly the Large preponderance of the artzan and day-laboring
class among the urbsn snd ruburbay populstion

123 In the ease of tho Banegaon Talsil, however, the reacon why rehief works
were carly requred and to largely attended 13 not to apparent,and calls for somo
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he
yxplanation.  In this portion of the district the proprictary body are very numerous, and
* stho shares minutely subdivided : most of the proprietors are themselves working cultiva-
. tors, tilling their own lands 5 and a large number of the inhabitants who, in other places,
would bo ryots cultivating land for themselves, are here but plonghmen and day-labor-
ers. 5o much of the land is ocenpied as scer, and the home-farms of the proprictary
class are so extonsive, that the ordinary class of cultivators cannot get the extent of
land they require.

124. Tho consoquence of this was, that when employment fuled them, this class
had nothing to fall back on, and having no holding or fixity, could not get advances;
while most of the zemindars, being themselves mere working men and equally impover-
ished by the failure of the harvest, could not support them until the tide turned. More-
over, the zomindars in this portion of the district avo generally a bad lot, lazy and selfish,
principally Brahmans and Chhatris, who have little charity for others, and who were

themselves to bo scen in considerable numbers on the ralief works towards the latter
end of April,

125. One point prominently brought to notice in Appendix BL is worthy of
remark,==that is, the great increase in the numbers on all tho relief work, which took
place about the latter end of March.

126. 'The numbers on all the relief works, as a rule, went on increasing gradually
from the time they opened, but at no period was tho inerease simultaneously so sudden
and so general over all tho works as at the period just mentioned.

127. This is the time, as I have already stated, which I would select as thatat
which the greatest pressure of distress was felt, and this was mainly attributable to the
large number thrown out of employment on the cessation of harvesting operations.

128. One point requires notice and explanation in connection with the Lotan
voad rolief work, viz., tho great decrease in tho numbers employed during the weck
ending 21st March. This was caused by a mistake on the part of the Overseer in charge,
who, having completed the work on one section of the road, did not open ground on the
next, pending the receipt of special ordors.

1929. I subjoin an abstract statement prepared from Appendix BL, which shows
the monthly attendance, daily average attendance during each month, outturn of work,
and cost incurred for cach of the relief works :—
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satement all {he relief works have heen clubbed together,

ing

In the follow
and the figures show the total number employed on relief works in this district for each
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131, A detarled examination of Appendix BY will show that. the average cost per
1,000 cubio feot of earthwork vaned much on different works  The general averngo
13 of courss very much higher than the xates for which such work could have been done
by contract. It could not be othermse, for where immense crowds of laborers aro em-
ployed 1n masses, even with the best posuible arrangement for supervision, and esactinga.
foll day’s task, 1t 13 smpossible to secaro anything hike the samo outturn of work which
mmght be expected under ordinary cireumstances  Morcover, 1t must be remembered
that & large proportion of the laborers, especially from the muddle of February to the
ymddle of Apnl, were emacuted, fecble-bodied people, from whom it was physically 1m-
posaible to exact o full day’s task, and a very large mumber of the children, who were pad
snd charged to the work sbsobately, did notlung  mdeed the presence of so many young
children, unfit to tahe cave of themsclves, positively retarded the work, s theur relatives
had to be constantly lookisg after them

132 In copsidermg the average cost of the work, moreover, 1t must be remem-
bered that even escloding cont dinary items of expend ‘have been
duded under the general head of cost, which are never incurred on works carried ont
at the ordinary Public Works Department rates, Among these 1tems may be mentioned
the cost of the gangs of waler-carmers utiached to each work, the cost of diggng
kucha wells m the wsamty of the works (flus was done by the people on the work, but
the work done 13 not mncluded m the onttorn), and the unnsually heavy cost of the
supernsing establshment, which was of course proportionally much stronger than it
need have heen, had the people employed all been of the class ususlly accustomed to
Tabor on puble orks

133 X the average cost 13 struck on the expenditure, including contingencies, it

must be remembered that ail the heavy 1tems are of rn dwary charace
ter, which are seldom or ever mcurred m ordinary

Names of hosprtals Cost public works among such contingent charges may
R the cost of makng the relsef wark hos

Rauursm 851 7 5| pualsat Kaurram, Jal tank, Gopalpur, and Mibanra
‘:;'B;fl':‘h - g2 20! (a memo of whichws gwen m tho margm), cost
Mitbaura 624 2 91 of huts yan up for the accommodation of laborers

Iving on the works, and shopkeepers sellng gramn,
low m exchange of Gorakhpur pice (s heary iem), and extra sudder offico establish-
ment

134+ Tho vomahons m the average cost on the different works are gencially cus-
ceptible of satusfactory explanation, although 1n some metances they are no danbt attn-
butable to the greater strictness or laxity of the supernang «taff  The Jength of the
“Jend * from whoeh evrth was bronght, the height of the embankment, the distance from
which the peopls attending the work had to come, and the proportion of chidren
employed on the different works,—all these pomts wowld more or 1 s mfluence the
average cost  Agam, on the rehel works first started, Fyzabad road, and “roadsm
suburbe,’ no specist extra establishment was entertamed or charged sgainst the work
Thus of course materially affected the averago cost.

135 It would secm nnnecessary to occupy space n expluning the rales in forco
on the relef works as regards payments, food, huttiny &e. The rules prescribed by
Government were stricfly adbered to, except, I think, on one pownt,—1I refer to the ruls
fhat persons who had been regular n their attendanco during the week ehould be paid
the usual rates on Sundays, although exempted from work on that day

136 As no nowunal regustor was hept up, 1t wis qute imposuble, when the
number mereased, fo ascertan or recogmize those who bad boen regular in therr attend
ance  If the plan of paying the work people ther Sunday’s pico on Saturday was
adopted, there was ahways a larger erowd on that day than on any of flc preceding
days , when the plan of musterng the gangs on Sunday s ' “rihe
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distribution of their pics was tri ‘
d as tried, the same vesulls fol - ’
dirintion ofthele en v ! ulls f lowed,~the Sunday’s muster not
cquentl sered half ns many people again asthe daily average attendanco of the
pr(;,lx jous six days. Ultimately a compromiso between the Sunday no work and full pay
aud full work and full pay system was adopted as the enly practical plan, the people

were numbered as usual on Sunday, paid a full day’s we
o T ay, paid a full day’s wage, but only kept at work until
tdday, This system worked well.

137. I should also mention that the raie of three Gorakhpur pice for women
mentioned in the first circular on the subject, No. 1132A., of 2nd February, was ncvc;
given cffect to.  The rate was too low, and could not haye enabled the rccipi’cnts to pur~
chase tho minimum of food according to the scale sanctioned by Government, !

138. The following were the rates paid on the relief works in this distriet :—

Men, Women. Working child- | Children unable
ren, to work,

From the date the work opened to | 6 G.plce o 4G plee e
the tith April P plce 3 Geplee

Ir;;x;;hc 1ath April to the ML} 56 wld o, wl3 | 2 G, pice,
From the 12th May to close oL {6, wid w3y 1
work. s o »

139. I ought also to mention that, from the date the work opened up to the period
the Famine Comumision visited the district, children tn arms were not paid at all 5 the
members of the Famine Commission however, after inspecting the Taraina relicf work,
directed that all children of whatever age should be paid at the same rate. I think this
was an unpeceseary indulgenee, and the rule was certainly much abused : young children
in the vicinity of the relief works at one time becoming almost . marketable commodity.
This 1 represented in the memo. submitted to Government on the 11th April, 1874,
when T authorized the reduction of the rate for children unablo to work from three

to two pice.

140. Bofore passing from the subject of relief works, it will be advisable to notice
shortly the nature of the different works undertaken, and the permanent cffect the relief

works have left.

141. Al the relief works undertaken were reported on and sanctioned by Govern-
ment. The only relief work started in anticipation of sanction was that of repairing
tho ronds in the suburbs, which, as has already been explained, was started to provide
work for the city pooy ywhen the work on tho Fyzabad road was approaching comple-
tion, until such time 23 the Jail tank improvement project could be matured.

(1) Fyzabad road diversion~This was not a special relief work, but a regular
Public Works Department project, for wheh a plan and estimate had been submitted.
The Rapti had washed away a portion of the Fyzabad road in the vicinity of Gorakl-

pur, and it beeame necessary to re-align two mmiles of this road adjoining the city. Most

of the earthwork had alveady been completed before relief works wero started ; the
was conveniently situated for the employment of the city

remaining work, however, :
y carried out as @ relief work.

poor, and it was according!
About 15,000 cubie feet of kankar were dug up from the abandoned line, broken,
cleaned, and carried to the new diversion road. A number of useful #bunds™ were
also made across the diteh along the side of the new road, and the cmbankment of the
Jattor was repaired.
There can be no doubt of the utility of this work : its necessity had been re_cognrized.
1t cost, of course, mOre as relief work than it would have done at Public Works
2ty

Department rates.
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(2) Repairing roads wn the suburbs —The natare of thus work has already been
ecplamed 1n the body of the report It was the cheapest rehief work undertaken, was
cartied out without any asustance i the way of supervision from the Pubhc Works
Department, and was a very useful work

(8) Rawng and realigning the Niehlaul rond from near the Nipal front or
towards Goraklkpur —On this kne 24 mles wers re-aligned and ra sed  This portion of
the road was formerly very tortuous 1t was m many places below the level of the adjoin-
1ng fields, and {mpassable for wheeled trafic during tho rains, at which season it pre-
sented moro the appearance of a canal than a road

At certain points this road was raused more perhaps than was absolutely necessarv ,
the earthwork however on the finished portion has stood remarkably well duning the
rams (a small establishment having been kept on 1t to effect necessary repuirs through~
ont the rainy season), and Mr Peart, who has mspected it smce the close of the raimns,
reports that the embankment 15 m excellent order

There 15 3 good deal of traffic an this road, which 1s one of the two mamn lLnes of
traffic with Nipal and the Tara: ta the north of this district.  When the gaps are bndged
over (sanction has been given to the construction of pile bridges), thus work will be one
of permanent and lasting utility, provided 1t 13 now kept tn thorough reparn It 13 mame
fest, howeyer, that the usual mileage allowance for the repair of second class wnraised
roads will not suffice for the of a rased and embanked kuchs road, such as
24 miles of the Nichlaul road kas now become,

Embanked kucha roads are speaially hable to damage 1n the north of this distrit,
swhere the rams are usnally very heavy, and unless the embankment of thus road 1s
mautased in thorough repar, 1t will certanly not be a work of public uhlity

(1) Rawng, partwal re-alignung, and vmprovement of the Lotan road —This Toad 1s
the other main Line of traffic between Nipal and Gorakhpur A considerable local
traffic from the north of the district also passes over this road  The country through
which 3t runs 3 not so low Iyng as that traversed by the Nichlaul road, and the road
siself had been kept 1 better repair than the latter scveral bridges however had re
cently boen built the approaches to which had not heen firched , and near Gopalpur,
where tho road imtersected 1 yhul, wwhich diverted all traffic durmg the rams, an em-
bapkment was very much réquired  The approaches to these bridges and rasmng
tho road at the pomt ndicated were tho rebef works undertzken,

Approaches to the Gorwari, Dandsh, and Byerah bridges were completed and 93
yodes of the voad from Lotan were rased before the relief work closed  One or two
pilo bridges ave requred on thus oad when these aro completed. tho benefit fo traffis
will bo mmmense ‘The remarks Ihave mado regarding the Nichlaul road, howerer,
apply equally tothas o newwly rased road will cost mare fo heep 1 m Tepair than bas
hutherto been sllowed for the mantenance of this voad  The new embankment 13 at
present 10 first-rato order, and I trost funds will be fortheoming o mamtam 1t w 1ts
present condation

(5) Tmprovement of the Tuekerbund embaniment near Kaursram, on the Benares
road —Hero the work conssted m maling o “cess’ 20 feet wido at the east too of
tho embankment, 1 partly filling up the trench at the westtoe of the embankment,
1n widening the embankment, improving 1ts slope, and turfing 2 portion of the west
baok which nsed to eut away dunng the rams

Tn addion to the above, a new chamnel was dug with the view of dwverting 8¢
Ami mver sud cotting off an clbow of the stream where1t  achéd dmgm“";
near tho embankment. Tlus Iatter work was not, however, e 7ok
works closed
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There can bo no doubt of the utility of theso relief works. The Tuckerbund em-
bankment is situated on the first elass metalled rond leading to Benares.  Oflate years
much had been done to improve it, but it has always been admitted that much moro
was required if only funds wore available. This is ono of the relief works which Sir
John Strachey inspected when he visited Gorakhpur in May last, and it would seem
unnecessary to enlarge on its importance,

(6.)  The making approaches to the new iron bridge over the Taraina, on the Benares
road.—The masonry bridge ncross tho Taraina was carried away in the floods of
1871. A plan and estimato fora new iron bridge, involving n slight diversion of
the old line of road, had been submitted and approved of by Government. The iron
girders are boing made at Roorkeo, and materials for the construction of the wells and
picrs had been collected on the spot.  In ordinary course the diversion of the road and
the new approaches would have been taken up after the iron bridge had been finished:
they were however of courso included in the project and estimte submitted to Govorn-
ment, and being most useful and important worke, which under any circumstances
would soon havo been put in hand, it was resolved to take them up as famine reliof
works. Of the utility of this work there can be no question.

(7.) TImprovement of the Dalladak tank adjoining the Gorakhpur Jail—His
Honor visited this work also. This tank was a large, irregularly sloped, unsightly
and very unsavoury hollow, situated just in front of tho Gorakhpur Jail. Had it been
possiblo to construct a new Jail as a rolief work on n hetter site, I should certainly have
rocommended that in preference to improving the tank. Secing, however, that this was
not possiblo, and also that it had just been dotermined (not in my time) to erect the new
Police lines on tho opposite side of this tank, facing the Jail, in the interests of the Jail
and Police Departments, aswell as with a view to the general improvement of this por-
tion of the city, there appeared to be no work on which the city poor could be employed
at onco 5o suitable, and at the same time likely to be attended with such good results, as
the filling up and improvement of this filthy excavation.

Tt was proposed to make it into an clliptical tank ; the work wasa heavy and
expensive one, because, oxcept what could bo got from the bed of that portion of the
tank which was deepened, the earth had to be brought from the edge of the Rapti, a
distance of not less than one-fourth of a mile : about half the work required was finished
when the relief works closed, and the Municipal Committee of Gorakhpur propose to com-
plete the remaining work gradually as tho funds at their disposal permit. I should
also have mentioned that this project included the raising of the road leading from the
Jail to Domingarh, a most useful work, two farlongs of which were completed.

If the ‘mprovements proposed on the Bakladah tank are completed, the general
benefit to the locality cannot be exaggerated. At present the result is unsatisfactory,
as the work is in an unfinished state.

(8.) The making approaches to the new bridge over the Karna near Deoria, and
re-aligning a portion of the road.—This work exactly resembles No. 6,and was undertaken
under the same circumstances, the old masonry bridge across the Karna having been
washed away in the floods of 1871 : about 34 furlongs of the new road and approaches
were finished when the works closed. This work will of course be completed by the
Public Works Department. It has been included in the Budget for 1875-76.

(9.) Raising and re-aligning a portion of the road from Kauriram to Gola.—This
is in my opinion the least useful relief work which was taken in hand, or, I should
rather say, the only relief work undertaken which was not of.great public utility. The
embankment thrown across the valley of the Taraina, which forms the approaches to
the Chilwa bridge, is undoubtedly of great utility and will be of great benefit when
the old bridge is re-built; the raising of the rest of the road (nearly three miles), however,

was certainly not worth the money it cost. Colonel Fraser will, I dare say, remember
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that T represented thus on the oceasion of His Honor's vistt to Gorakhpar, and had
the work stopped

142 Budore passing from the subject of rehef works, withoat entering into pare
ticulars which X hae not tme to do, as urgent remmders calbing for the mmedrate
submmabion of ths report have been received, [ would simply secord my opimon that
the expenence guned during the late scarcity in this district has established the follow-
wg pomnts —re., (1) That mnder certam curcumstances aswstance gnen fo the
anemployed and destitute poor at rebef works, on which the &iff.rent classes are pard i
cash 2t rates just snfficient to purchase the muumum means of subustence, answers
adnurably , and on the whole, when nwefal projects are m readiners, Government obtams
13 good a vetuzn for the money expended a3 1t 13 Likely to obtam wnder any other system
of reef.  (2) Under certam circumstances and at certam seasons of the year, the testof
the readiness of applicants to accept the lowest rate of wages which will suffice to pur-
chase the bare means of subsistence 13 not o safficient grnge of the actual deshintion
of the apphcants (3} Aa soon as this 13 discovered to be the cace, remuuerstion m
cooked food <hould take the place of cash pavments, eockong-sheds bemg established
at each of the rehief works, and workhoases ¢ selected centres for the employment
of those who can be more profitably employed on in-door work (4) So long as the
payment of the laborers ab mummam cash rates does not attract people to the works,
who are not really m absotute need of Grovernment asvistance, this method of payment
fs the most ecoromucal, as the purchase, cooking, and daly distribution of food mvolves
& great dexl more expense mn establishment and corbmgencies than the system of cash
payments, (3} When the cash rates have begnn to attract undeserving applicants to
the works, tho additronal expenditure mvolved 1 carrying out the system of payments
1 cooked food will be mare than compensated for by tha saving resultng fram o reduc-
ton in the number seeking employment.

143 The real effect of substituting payments :a cooked food for eash pavments
was aot actually tested mn thus district, inaseruch 2s 1t was ol along known thui the
setting 10 of the rams would disperse the vast majonty of thows employed on vehef
sworks, and, of the season continued favorable, distress would steaddly decrease from
that date At the same time I am thoraugbly satisfied from what I have seen daring
the last year, of the correctness of the sbove conclusions, and that bad money pay.
tuents for work done 1 the workhouses been continued after the rmns pet m, thera
would have been three or four times the number of appheants for admsaon

144 Poorlhouses—Before enfering on the subyect of u.-cwldau:ex established on
the close of the relief works w d: sith ) No 4744,
dated 16th May, 1874, it will be as well to grve some statictios 1 connection with the
poorhouses which were establshed as adjuncts 6 tho relref works, aud ceased to ewst
on their close
145 These poor bouses were esteblished far the rehef of the aged, wfirm,

and deformed poor, who were physcally meaprciated from

%:?:‘3::” Iaboring on relief works  Of this description of poorhouses
ﬁeluh::uguui there were erght m this district, which were established at the
Dol Gupalgur plaees noted 1 the margis At Goralhipur snd Gola cooked
i! ‘ﬁﬁﬂ'?."“ food nas distrihuted to the mbates , at all the other poorhou.cs

ancooked food was given

146 In Appendix G will bo found a statement showing the number of adults
and mnors reheved from woeh to week at each of theso poorhouses, together with the
ecpenditure mewrred on nocount of the price of food, establishment, purchase of cook-
g utenale, and contingencies

147 The anneved statement 18 50 abstract prepared from Appendic C, g8
the figares monthly for cach poorhouse, with the aserage dady attendance and A%r"
age tost per head —
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Number fed. Average daily attendance, 'g"‘g_’
S .
wEd 2
Month, ) . . ;g'g K]
1y E 82 e= o [
= = : A = . o2 20 2
FLE|E |3 2|5 55| .4
= S =g
< S & < 3] & 558 3
Sudder Toorkouse. Rs. a. p. Rs.a p.
February, 1874 we | 16,989 | 14,509 | 31,508 607 518 [ 1,125 | 748 4 3 00 5
March ” we | 21,256 | 10,171 | 31,427 66 328 | 1014 {1,108 9 7 Do 7
April » s | 16,488 9,609 | 25,097 516 320 836 11008 9 u 0 0 8
May ,, we | 10,738 4,770 | 15,508 846 154 500 11,197 13 & 01 8
64,476 | 39,159 | 103,685 537 326 863 14,148 4 1) 008
Barsgaon,
March ” 610 291 8al 31 11 421 8112 3 007
April » we ) 1,954 4i5 | 1,820 -~ 45 16 61 8114 3 00 8
May » e | 1,411 779 | 2,190 46 25 71 88 14 6 00 8
June » 880 220 600 47 28 75 £ 4 0 01 8
8,165 1,695 5,460 42 19 61 255 13 0 009
Deoria.
Mnr_ch ” 796 80 876 40 4 44 31 011 00 7
April ,, we | 2,248 619 | 9,762 75 17 92 %111 2 006
May » e 2,015 578 2,793 65 19 84 89 12 6 o 0 7
Juane » . 380 8 388 47 1 48 4 5 4 0138
5,434 | 1,185 1 6,619 61| - 18 74| 25513 11 00 7
Maharajgany.
March M .
Apnl » 162 1 163 8 8l- 7 9 3 009
May . 519 16 585 17 ? 18] 89213 2 008
June » N 529 50 572 17 1 18| 23 4 2 00 8
140 17 157 14 2 16| 8 5 0 v 43
1,343 84 | 1,497 15 1 16 8915 % 11
Gola Gopalpur.
February » o 190 68 258 32 1 43 1311 6 0 010
March » 975 583 1,558 31 19 50 69 6 9 0 0 8
April » we ] 1,250 696 { 1,946 42 23 65 83 9 6 6 0 8
May » e | 1,650 506 | 2,256 50 23 73 98 0 7} 00 8
June n 702 347 1,089 88 18 136 44 3 6 0 0 8
4,667 | 2,440 | 7,107 44 26 67 | 308 15 10} 00 8
Hatta, )
Mareh ”" - 76 132 508 29 10 39 19 0 8 007
Avpril » o 1,821 227 2,048 61 7 68 8111 8} 0 0 1
May » | 2,054] 1,006 3,060 66 33 38| 118 7 8 oo 7
Jupe 1 794 201 996 99 25 124 7118 8 0 0 8
5,045 | 1,666 | 6,611 62 19 s1| 286 1 8 008
L}
Padrauna.
March » 750 285 | 1,076 42 10 52| 33 1 4 60 ¢
April » e} 1,005 206 | 1,301 36 7 43| 83914 2 00 ¢
May » e | 1,853 381 ] 1,98% 50 12 62 58 0 O 00 6
Juae » 303 41 344 43 6 49] 2612 6 013
3,741 913 | 4,654 43 9 52| 15712 0 007
Mtthaura,
March 40| 108} 248 28 22 50| N1 7| 009
April » w2611 711 ] 3,322 87 24 U1 178 710 0 010
May . w | 2019 387 | 2,406 65 18 78) 189 13 8 0 011
June » 495 107 6§02 55 12 67| 31 717 0 010
5265 | 1,318] es578|° 70 18 88 ] 36112 8 0 010
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148  The subjomed statement 15 given 1n order fo show the fotal number 1n the
district receiving rebef of this description during ech month the poorkouses remamed
open, and the monthly expenditure meurred —

Nunber fed
Monthe. ] Cont,
8
Fi i
3 2 3
E1
<18 &
Re s p
Febraary 1374 17189 ) 14517 | 31756 75113 9
March © w | 23105 ] 1158 | 36686 1318 7 4
Apnl . - " 26391 | 12459 ) 36840 1676 11 5}
May A - o | gr857 ) 8657 s0sl4 1809 9 6}
June . - - 291 81| 4175 0¢ 3 2
Total - 93726 | 48955 {141 98) 5834 5 8

149 The sy<tem adopted at the sudder station poorhouse was the followmg —
A Commutieo, consisting of European and native gentlemen, official and non-offietal,
wag nominated by the General District Rebef Commuttee elected at the meeting held on
the 23rd January, 1874 to raisc subscription for the relief of the destitute poor  The
members of thns Sab-Commuttce were entrusted with scemg after the management of
the sudder poarhouse they tock the duty m turns, threa or fonr members wiatng
the poorhouse every wormng

150 It wasmeombent on the members on duty fo mspect sud distribute the food
and to make a gelection of the appheants for rehef Onco selected, the inmates were
supphied with tickets, which served asa passport of admussion to the poorhouse Fresh
applicants were separately mspected every morming, and all meapacitated by age, debiv
ity or bodily deformuties from laboring on the relief works wero admitted , all others
weze sent to the rel ef work

151 Busides examming fresh apphicants, the members on duty, before di tribut~
g the food, used also to mepect the old mmates, and reject any of them whe had so
far recovered 2s to be able to Iabor on rebef works A daly mn<pection of thiy natare
was necessary, becanse the 1nmates once admitted wsed to pass their fickets to others
who had been rejected 23 nnworthy recipients of chanitablo rebef, and then re-present
themselves as fresh applicants for admusaion

132 The prmople of these pocrhouses was of course that none should bo
relieved 10 this way who were able to do even hight works mn the feeble-bod ed gangs on
relef works, and this was strictly carried out, although sometimes the different 1de1s
entertaned by members of the Commttes as to what degree of emacation or Loddy
\nfirnuty 12 pauper’s ad to the poochionse wero rather confl

153  Eventually, Iarranged that frech applicants should be exwmmed by the
Assistant Surgeon, nho was abe Secretary to the Committee  Tlus was neces<ary,
becanse epplicants wha had been tegected one day, mnstesd of betaking themselves to the
relief work, used to hang on ehoot the poorhonse 1 the hope that the members of tha
Commttee whoso turn of duty it might bo the vext day wonld bo more tender-bearted
ihan the members who had rejected them

154 At first Me Ross Scott, Asustant Maguerate, and Mluhammad Shaikb,
Asststant Surgeon, acted as Jount Secretaries to tho Commuttee , subsequenthy Muhammad
Shaikh undertooh all the daties  He looked after tho purchase of gramn snpersusion,
nnd paymuent of cooking establich » and until the poorhousa got inte working order,
e nas prosent almast every day at the selection of applicants and distribution e food.
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Indeed he was most indefatigable in every way in the organization and supervision of

the station poorhouse, and I have much pleasure in acknowledging the valuable services
he rendered.

153. The other members of the Committee, who took the greatest interest and
rendered the most active assistance in the management of the station poorhouse, were
Reverend Mr. Stern ; BMr. Stephen Read ; Maulvi Ali Bux Khan, Suberdinate Judge ;
Maulvi Azmat Al, Munsiff ; Babu Kirat Chand, son of Anant Das, Banker ; and Shankar
Dyal Panday, Tahsildar. -

156. Of the mufassil poorhouses, those at Bansgaon, Deoria, Hatta, Padrauna,
and Mabarajganj were under the management and supervision of the Tahsildars and
Naib Tabsildars. They were conducted on the same principle as the station poorhouse :
only as fuel could easily be procured in the interior for cooking purposes, relief was
granted in the shape of uncooked food.

157. The poorhouse at Mithaura was, as has already been explained, opened
lnter than the others. Tt was first placed under the supervision of Mr. McMullin, Assist-
ant District Superintendent of Police, and subsequently Mr. Stoker took charge of it.

158. The Gola poorhouse was under the m:;nagement of Mr. Spedding, Joint
Magistrate ; and here as fuel was not easily procurable, cooked food was distributed as
in the station poor-house.

. » <+ . » 0
159. The scale of rations adopted s given in the margin, and it was found ample
Adalts e ... 10 chittacks. for non-working paupers. Cases in which a more
Children . 5 ditto.  pourishing diet was considered necessary were sent
-\ - .
into the relief hospital for special treatment.

160. Under the bead of contingencies has been included the cost of erecting
the poorhouse sheds as well as other contingent charges of an ordinary nature. The
cost of purchasing cooking utensils has been shown separately.

161. These poorhouses were maintained solely from the local subseription
fund, the Government grant (which however was not availed of to the full extent
offered), and special allotments from the Provincial Relief Fund placed at eur disposal
by the Secretary of the latter. In the margin I
Aimount subscribed in the give 'the. amount su.bscnbed to th.e relief fund in

districe e e 5,684 13 1 the district, the portion of the equivalent received
Portion o e m Goveroe from Gavernment, and the amount remitted by the

3 . 2454 0 1 . . : o

ATt eitted by the Seeretary, (‘ien‘a al Behef' Committee at Allahabad.
Secretary, Central Retief A small portion only of this money, it will be obser-
Committee w 5,20 0 O s

ved, was expended on the maintenance of these poor-
houses. How the remainder was expended will be explained further on.

Rs. a. p.

162. I will now proceed to give o brief account of the state of the district dur~
ing the latter months of the searcity, and of the workhouse system of relief.

165. From the date the relief works closed and the rains set in a perceptible
and steady diminution of distress took place. The rainfall from that date up to the
middle of October was both timely and abundant : spring rice was sown at least a fort~
night earlier than usual, and it is not an exaggeration to say that throughout the rainy
season we had exactly the sort of weather which was best calculated to benefit the

Kkharif crops and secure 2 bumper harvest.

164. The full average area was sown j—indeed in porfions of the district it is
believed that the area under kharif this year was considerably in excess of the average.
The arrangements made for giving takavi advances for the purchase of seed grain,
and the free import of jarhan seed from Nipal, greatly contributed towards this
esult. .

165. With such a favorable season, and the prospects of a good harvest, it was
to be expected that there wonld be o material and steady diminution in distress; and
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althongh for some time after the workhonses staried the momber of wmates steadily
mereased, this was not atirihutable to mercased distress, but to otber causes which wilf
1 resently be alluded to 1 noheing the workhouse atatistics

166 Onthe I9th June I reported that the thre? workbouses estabhshed, fo.
gether with the out-door relief afforded fo mdgent women of the Ingher elasses, would
be sufficient to meet all the dutress we were lihely to have, provided the prospeets of the
comung barvest coniinued good

167 The favorable prospects affocted prices, whish now began to fall thronghont
the district Y ath the «cting 1 of the rams, however, sickness began to merease, and I
was compelled to have an additional hospital barrack run up 12 connection with the
=fation workhouse

168 Strange to say, sbout fhus hime mereaced symploms of distress were reported
to have mamfected themselres m the hana subdmaon  The maticr was earefally
enquired mto by Mr Rolnson and myself, and the report was found to be entirely
wdiond, fondabion

169  Durng the first week of July some anwety Was caused by sn wnprece-
dentedly heavy and contmuous falt of rain, which was general throngbout the distniet
90 notches having been regustered s one day at Gorskbpur  Thos wa followed by an
annusual flood m the Raph, Rolun, and other hillstreams  the mammum flood level on the
12th Jaly bewg one foot sbove the flood level of 1871

170 A portion of the city was flooded, and conuderable damage done to kucha
buildings and to mumerpal roods and bridges, some of which wero submerged for 2¢
hours  Many old embankments were cob throngh, and openings bad to be cut w the
Nichlarl road embankment to save the rice crops on the adjomng fields

171 The beavy flood also did consderahle damagp to the kedo, marwa, eavan,
and Indian-corn crops m the low-lpng lands ~ For a tme, no doubt m particalar local
1ties, the mundation of the kachar Jands angmented distress  Thismas however purely
local, prices were hittle affected , and the flood bewg succeeded by a contmpation of the
most f2vorable and propitrous weather, which Jasted up to the close of the zexson there
was veally no break m the duntaution of distress and the improved condition of the
district which bad commenced with the setting m of the ra108

192 Weedag the rice-felds now began to afford the means of emplayment to the
poorer clasws prices continaed to dechine, and even the Mumbers attending the work-
house bogan ta dmmsh.  Sickness, howerer, mcreased, the prevmimg distases being
fiver and agae and a bad type of dysentery, which refused to yield to medical trevtment

173 About the end of July an qutbreak of cholers was reporied m the Mipal
Tarat  From there st found ita way mnto flus district, where 1b appeared first i 2 «po-
radic form, but sltunately became epudemic m the month of September, and has only
lately drappeared

174  Qa tho 1st Sey tember cholera broke out 1n the Gorakhpur workhouse, ani
1 was accordingly detertmned fo break 1t up 2 weck or two earlier than had at first
been intended

175 On tho 9th September ¢ seported the closing of the Mithara workhouse,
and that the Gorakhpur workkoue hnd also virtually been closed, althongh relief was
st bewng guven to o fow non-norkingprnpers  The srofkbouse st haua was dosed
on the 22nd 1dem

176 In Appendic BII will be fonnd a detailed statement showing tho weckly

ttendance of working an 1 Jung wimates n all the workhouses from the datn
they opened to the date they closed, with the expendutare incurred i both branches of
erch workbonse on necount of food, establishment, coningencies, Foad expensey, and
erees of taw mateonals
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177. The gradual increase in the number of inmates, swhich continued for some
time after they opened, is not indicative of increasing distress. When the relief works
closed, it was some time before the people came to the workhouses, many who had
saved something on the relief works went to their homes for a while before coming to
them. There was at first also a greater disinclination to accept relief in cooked food
than there afterwards was when the nature of the workhouse arrangements were
thoroughly understood.

178. F¥rom Appendix BIL the following abstract has been prepared, showing the
number of working and non-working inmates in each of the workhouses during the
months of June, July, August, and September ; also the daily average attendance during
each of these months, the monthly expenditure incurred, exclusive of the price of raw
materials, and the average cost per head :—
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given at these workhonses during each of the months they were apen, with the d'uly
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In the following slatement the monthly tolals for tho whole district have
been brought together, o as to show at a glanee the total numher to which relief was

average atfendance and tho expenditure for enel month :=—

[ ~ - P .
a
spenpad o) - -~ - - ~
.
£ o < ° °© )
g © (1] - ©: -y
S(epemyen d o . - a "
AL Jo 1900 JO alnp r) 4 wy — -
! g - - o
m'\un;-nqun POVJ 30 9800 §n307, v n - w 2]
> @
’ = 7 et <, © b4
of t e o P
L) [} [ o o P,
R feng, 3 g a & 2
=3 -
Le
=z a hd A ] )
- S PN i = 8
2
-
(<N ] =] % w -y
L« te - (] a
0on AGRILERTY b - L] @
e r
=5
2e © (%] [~} te
L . - - ~
:‘ < v A b o + 3 g,)
<
~ o o - | o
ey - 5 A
g (i, 3 a ] v | 5
);.. . H -3
e
¥ o = » ) ~ -
E 2 wAaphy) - 8 a o o
3
-r s e o e ——— - o
v < o - te
5E ! = 2 Z = &
sz aIeo iy ‘ . @
[~ l
8
c
- w [~} ) et ~
u3 = a a o 8
= 'u;))\' -
o
= l
o s 23
& g B g
" o > A ~ 2
wing, & o < o «
= - b
-
5
): - e ; —~ I -
. Fay te @ ©
a . b =X & ~ <
] uIIpiitd o © eF l —_
-
o
= o o D] bl @
4 < - o 3 :_.‘
g . e v = L
o Ay b o o h:
= =
£
o‘ et e e & .
S 8 3 = & £
At uy CL EL I~ O’
udg = & o =
1
=~ 2
3 a = 3 3
“[v10J [t et e cL :.
> oF
! S a o™ -~ w
3 © o
g ! = g 5 8 2
> aIPIIYD < = = < =
; ° had =] ® c
7
Z
g v < [ © ~
k. w 2
4 . = a g ~ Sy
g TITUI0 L4 = < e o
K3
= 1 =3 © H [+
2 =4 @ o ‘ 2
e =X © L B i -
m » @« o 1 Sl
|
2] o - el L]
o —
2 B 5 2y S,
. - o o ]
POy Joqrunie [vI0F, a ] & g
= - =
ey o
= a2 +
2 3 g &
=
= 2 > & 3
= = = <
= ) < €

'



35,
These Workhonges were Orgunzed op the mogep of the Mo, bad v

180 adal
bouse detuly’ of the sy stan, bureued 4 which wep, furny feg for gup Fudane
G 0 No 794, gyps 16th 21y, 187,

181 Aspe Honor hyg deemed 1y Xpedient ¢, depate Syed Ahmag Kban 1y
duz, ST, o “Pectal famne oy, s dntrgey 1 thought 1 better 44 4
“Tganization of 4, statron Workhoney entieely Ius bap g, as
ATt with th g, o dopted by g, John Strachey o4 5y

182 Shanfay Dya1 Panday, Extry Deputs Col]vctar, a3 put i &pecyg)
of thyg Workhonse S}edAbmad Khan yoop, Succeeded 4, Mitiating hun 1ng all the

ban, the
qunkbpur workhause, a3 organizeq m the of g fay days op the Momdabld
model, ang Within 4 weel, Of the daty 1 started gp, AT gements 4 every deparlmcné
Were Worling SMmoothly without any htch Whte Wty th g Whzatioy, of the

vorkbonce, T gy gy iy o e opportyny, o0 00D the grog
eved fromy Syed 4 imag 1 % Daludur ang g, Y ong o g 1 e
mentioned ghgy a3 well a5 thy Breat energy angq 2ead showy, , Shankar py
1 the Ranagement of the “orkhonee

183 Withont entering 1ny, great detay) Wll deseryp,, ver
of th ous, 1t the,

e e twg Separate
bmnchew,»the Wworkhouse Proper fo Worlmg Wmates, gpg the Poorhoye, branch for

184 There were no Testrictian gy to admsg gy every qy beant was ndmnttednba
¥as willing to BCeeptrelipf 1y the hipe of cavhed f eV porson adinitted was
farnished gy, , 258bered tickeg g 313 narag oty "3 register 1y g manger
adopted 44 Morag, t for ok, the po, ] then tojg o t emyp loyeq
M whateyep Oceupation the 2 Seemed mgqt twted for, ang their Mmes wopo then €ntered
 the specya] Feginter of gy Dorkshop 4o which T ity ang ., di tingty Jetter
35 put on therr frof opy t0 1ndicyy bich they 4, been to1y g

CUPation tg w
Those phy sically unfy f €Ven Iight swory, Tecersed o DPoorhioyse ticket (af Dffip oy
“hape), ang therr napyeq Were recordeq B 2 separaty T tor

185 I“ery mornmng at 5 fixed hour the rolt yq, clid, qp B00te mag. m the
1ezister, Loth op nmates who ez, Present ang F alsentee, g Bamb vy gy g0 tick
13 of thoen who were pr('sentl)emg compareq yy), the entre, OPposite i, T pond
M3 Dinbors 1 the register Ay the same time frosy "PPlcanty e admteg and

T

18 g, ench \mrksbop one or tiry Shalled Mates wopg “mploy ed fo tegep, the
Paupers ywp, Iosable, fhagy Prfes wery selectod from AMong the Paupery nlmmohos
Fat for certygy worky, such 44 ne\\.\!‘-m'kag, lope-m.ﬂung de, whep 710 Compoteng mate

2 mony),

could b foppg among the Paupers, an Outsider y, qg employed ap § Pad 4 gy, h <alary

188 Tho froq Dstributed yqg g, M rice ang 1peg chapatyy op mEed flog,
© clapity werg 1oy g of & fpppy Oght, and phg gy Wt ag,

%% DOking and oy orhing tnmage,

189 1 0y 01 riee yp coohed py Brabinap, and ditribnteq by Kz!mrc, the

P being baleg I remutyy P1ab bakap all the lower ste ng oo as the

tMmmadang Preferred g, clmmm, bt 45 the Lyep WIS rathep
uted was yap,

more ¥penayg,
escription of g distrbuteq o from fymg 4, time -
P
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190. The non-working inmites had their food distributed in n separate yard, low-
caste Hindus, Muhammadans, and Hindus of the higher classes being formed into sepa-

rate gangs ; to the latter only ¢ dal bhat” cooked by Brahmans was distributed, while
tho rations of Muhammadans and low-caste Hindus were varied from time to time.

191, Onc meal a day only was allowed, and the scale of rations adopted is given
Working inrates, in the margin. At the distribution of food

Adult .. 12 chittacks. the manager, Shankar Dyal Panday, and the

Children e 6w naib manager were assisted by members of
Non-working inmates, . p . .

Adale . . 10 chittacks, the Relief Committee, who took the duty in

Children 5 turns (as they biad done at the poorhouse), as

well a« by the paid servants of the workhouse.

192. Al who wished to do so were permitied to live on the workhouse premises
those however who had homes near and wiched to go to them were allowed to do 50,
provided they put in nn appearance by 6-30 A

193. The following ave the various occupationsin which the working inmates
were employed :— '
1. Spinning cotton thread,
2, Rope and twine-making.
3. Basket-making.
4.  Mat-making.
5. Weaving cloth and small durrees.
6. Newar-making,
7. Larthwork.

194. The number employed on the different works varied of course from time
to time, but the returns for the 24th July may be taken as indieating pretty correctly
the proportion of working inmates employed fa the different occupations,

193. The following statement shows how the working paupers in the Gorakhpur
workhouse were occupied on the above date :— P

Nature of work. Men. Women, Children. Total.
— i
e e e,
o . -
Cotton spinning e e o 7 161
Ropc and twine-making ... s 60 ~ o
Dasket-making ... s 23 ¢ 64
Mat-making ... e e Y /ﬁ 13
Cloth asd darree-making .. 10 52
Newar and tape-making ... . )’J 24
‘
Larthwork [ e 36 249
—
-~ e b
‘Total 333 878
297

., 1S \ ”ucy -
196. The following statement, similar to‘iés“f'ff%u se A“\l\goradabad report, has
been drawn up to show the result of the work done by the worku inmates :—
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208 In the earher months i was not attempted to obtain much work from this
class in return for the assstance given them A large number of these women m ordse
nary times Live on what they can earn by ncedle-work  High prices however and the
general depression 1 all branches of trade affectod iher earnings very serwonsly,
especully durmg the earlier months of the scareity there was i fact po demand for
the hittle articles they were i tho habib of making up, such as plam and fancy Zoprs,
Rurtas, &e, and they were on this account thrown almost out of employment, and
required a larger measuro of reliel than was found to be necessary later 1n the scason

207 The members of the Relief Commttee made a house fo house visitation of the
aity, m order to discover all cases of real destitution among thus elass , and after personal
enqunes mada on tha spot by the members, the names of these pardak nashtn women
scre bronght 0n a st Lept up by Mubummad Skauk Assistant Suzgoon who up to the
date of ithe openmg of the lly saw to the distnb of this
chanty  After that dato Shankar Dyal Pmd.ay nnd Mubammad Ehaik jomntly under-
took this duty

208 Itis but right I should bere acknowledge the great asustance given by
Muohsmmad Shatk Asustant Surgeon, Kanm Khan, Vakil and Mr Stepben Read, mo
malkng s house fo house visitation and personally <eemg to the relef of this class
of sufferers This was a duty which could best be performed by Native gentlemen,
vho could queetly make the necessary enquinies and distnibute the requisite relef with
ot hurtungy the feelngs or ly offending the prejudices of the purties reheved

208 In the margin I givea memo of the expenditure wcurred n forwarding
11. xe paupers {rom the mtertor of the district

to the workhouse and poorhouses This

:l: lg includes the cost of the paupers fed on
o1« & the road, and slso cart and doh hure,
Total . 8315 7 When it was necessary fo forward them
=~~~ by such means The money was pad

Teroogh e Warren of Gopalpue .
b-Jospector of i

from the rehef fand

210  FHealth statites~1 will now very shortly give the health statisties of the
teriod under repott, ut least so far as they refer to laborers on relief works and the
anmates of the several workbouses

211  As has already been remarked, the health of the district was except onally
good unti] abont the tuddle of the rains. In the earher months there was hitle or no
sickness among those employed on relief works m the hot weather a few cases of
small pox ocenrred, but 1t was only at Counram that they were at all numerous

212 About the middle of the rains fever and agne and a bad type of dyentery
became very common , and the pumber m hoepital at his tune, considening the small
number then recaving Government relief, was very large

213 In Appendix D T will be found s statement geving the monthly admis-
«10ns 1nto each of the rebef work hospitals the average daiy attendance at the works to
which tho lospital was attached, the number of deaths with the usnal percentages,
3 also the the expenditure mncurred under the beads of Native Doctor s pay, establreh
wient, diet, contmgencies, &e.

214 From Appendix D I the followmg statement has been prepared to shew at
a glancs tho total number employed on all ihe relief works, the admys« ons anto rebef
work hosp taks, and the mamber of deaths daring each months relief works were opeq ~—

Percentage of | Percentage of
Averazes anity {Sumber adm ¢ 3
Monin, atle dance at | tedjatoreliet | Deathy fIC2Ae 1o aversze) dcatha to admis.

e oo daily sttendance | wena Into bos-

March - 7 °80 22 - -

Apnl - L) 289 Tt 0015 g0

My - 151 %5 19 007 458

Jane - a2 n s oy . a7
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215. TIn Appendix D.IL will be found a statement giving-the same details for the
poorhouse and workhouse hospitals, as in given in D. L. for relief work hospitals,

216. The poorhouse hospital merged into the Gorakhpur workhouse hospital at
the beginning of June, when the relief works closed. The following abstract statement
prepared from Appendix D. IL gives monthly details from Marchcto May of the num-’
bers relieved at the poorhouses, the number of patients admitted into the poorhouse
hospital, and the number of deaths which took place, the same details being given for the
three workhouses and workhouse hospitals from June to the date they closed :—

Number admit-

Average dajly P
ted 1nto poor- ercentage of  Percentage of
Month. n(t;tcrll‘(:;:lnce ab) 3 ouseor work-| Deaths, deaths to nverage deaths to admis-
{:.orrkh 1;zses or| pouse hospi- daily attendance sions into hos-
orkhouses, tals. column 2, pital, column 3.

Poorhouse hospital.

March 1,014 189 53 522 28'04
April 836 133 28 33¢ 2108
May . 500 109 35 7-00 3211

Work-house hospitals,

June e 1,093 - 1 80 746 22 92
July s 1,287 386 111 862 28'75
August e 966 387 117 A 1211 3928
September 213 119 38 1788 3183

217. The figures given in the above statement shew that, as was to be expected,
there was much more sickness among- the population of the poorhouses and work-
houses than ameng the laborers employed on relief works,

218, As regards the poorhouse hospital, two things must be berne in mind,—(1)
that the people from among whom patients were admitted were all paupers whe had
been held to be in such a state of physical debility from age, privation, or deformity, as
to be unfit to labor on relief works; and (2) that besides admissions from the poor-
house, casuals picked up by the Police in the interior of the district, suffering from
destitution and requiring medical treatment, were all sent into the poorhouse hospital,
A greater amount of sickness and a larger proportion of deaths were naturally there-
fore to be expected in this hospital.

919. As regards the workhouse hospital the same remark applies, but to a
modified extent. The paupers who became inmates of the workhouses when these were
opened in June, were all people who had suffered severely during the scarcity, and for
whom even the setting in of the rains had not opened up the means of earning a liveli-
hood : they included many from the old poorhouses, and the worst cases of destitution

from the relief works.

920. At the same time there can be no doubt that the inmates of the work-
houses were, generally speaking, much better nourished and had constitutions much
Dbetter able to withstand disease than the paupers who were relieved in the poorhouses:
these workhouse inmates had in fact enjoyed the benefit of the relief given at the
poorhouses and on the relief works, and although still in a destitute state, had im-
proved in physical condition.

221.  As a set-off against this, however, the unhealthy season of the year at which
these workhouse hospitals were established must be borne in mind, as also the fact
that on the poorhouses being closed, the patients who remained in hospital were trans-
ferred to the workhouse hospital, and that most of these were bad cases.

999, During the rainy season the increase in sickness has not been peculiar or
confined to the workhouses ; it has been general throughout the district, and it may
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be well to gie the JaT hospital statishies for the period during which relief works
and workbouses were open, so as to shew that the merease m sickmess ard mortahts
during the rams has not been confined to the mmates of the workbonse —

s s 5 =
= 2 £5 =5
. 33 Z i
£ i% £4 44
s £E ] T3
Hoot é 3 EH 5z
=3 25 3 5.3 g
= 5 1 £8d | Eg
& H & 2 M
From past mosth 9
Fresh admutted . 40
October 1878 1362 89 3 042 337
November - 67504 43 4 057 23
December ” T 54 3 042 55%
January 1874 - - 80341 54 1 oLz 185
Febroaty . 83328 56
March “ 86073 78 1 oIl 107
Apnl 81697 65 1 012 1350
Nay 76810 9 5 063 537
Jae 80108 €9 2 0137 438
July - 93318 40 10 107 1%
Avgurt " 946 32 175 25 264 s
beptember “ 21815 ans L) 643 2769
. Tota} 81950 1130 ns 139 w17

223 On the whole I consder, as far as the healthiness of the season goes, th
district has been very fortunate  The amount of sickness and the low rate of mortality
among the laborers on the relief works was certamly much less than might have been
expected, and this was no doubt more or less attributable to the care and attention
wluch was paid to sanitation and conservancy arrangements on all tho relief works

224  Before leaving the subject of hospitals, 1t will be 29 well to <tate how the
expenditure mcurred (detals of whnch are given m Appendices D T and D II) was
et The following statement explans this —

o pital charges debried to the State Tosp tal charges deb ted to rehiet fund.
Rs ap Rs & p
Total expend ture on accoust of | 787 9 1 Total expend ture on accout of | 111215 o
sehiet work hoep tals ‘poorhouse hoep tals
Tortlon of expenditure fa work 1399 8 9{ Porton fexpenditureon amccount 1399 10 2
bouse hoapatals of workhouse hospituls
Total debitable to State 2187 110{ Total debatable to retict fund 2510 8 3
Grand total expend ture on howpitals 491 o

22> Pries and preveure on d flerent clasees —TIn Appendix & will be founl 1
table of the prices of common rice, wheat, barley, peas, and gram from the begumning
of the scaraity (October 1873) to the end of Scptemaber 1874 For the sahe of com
panison, the prices current durng the three preceding years have also been mserted m
tlus appendx, as also the prices current duning the syme months 1 1868-69, m which
years the nghest prices hutherto current m this district were reached

226 Rice 13 tho common fool of the people of this district  comparatn ely hittl
wheat, and not very much barles, 15 consumed by the povrer clisses  When the pr «
of common rice 13 Leyond therr reach, tho poorer classes usually take to parclied grm
and pea

227 Ashulrealy been remarhed, thero was no faod famne m tla & ir) ¢
although at onc time erious Apprebensions were entertamed, loct surh mught be ff
v 0 tho northern parganas , and but for the great benefit done to the ray crop+ v the
rams of the first week of February, and ¢ unexpected 1my rovement 1n th outtarn ¢ *
the raba harvest, T believe pectal measures would have had by be taken f- tho gxpe—
of food into portions of this district
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236 Tho, castea of hich thery Wre Jess thap 15 Nmates hyy g beey melud,
the columy, « other eaetog 1 2 Agnreq 1n thy Statemeny bear gyt what by, alr
been ptateq Tegarding thy cls eg yhy Suffered o0

237 Ty, Pressure on ghe Poorer elasing 1 2lso APPazent frop, thy
Rumbey of

® increage 1y
e amam,g Propert; ® Wereqep 5q £eneral i oy 'Sunst p,
berty, but 1 &reate by g, sa nfpett) thefts exe et s, W the g,
ber of h, Prneipal off noey t tliree 4 oo,

Retery by
Thett g‘:}:” stolen g
perty,

1273
Theeo quaetery oy 4 <

38 ber of 1, undling 2ng abandon
ed childrey, ; up 1 the Strick sty CALCIy first began ¢
befolt 4 MO of ¢h yy f such o, ldren, whigy ere thrown op, the bands of

T
Government from 15t October, 1873, 4 30th ‘plember, 1874 and ligy, they wepy dis-

Total mumpey o founding o5 1 Dunber of chutgy e .’,‘n"';;”;;_f,‘l's:: 55 )

dren made over g, Telanipey and Jlkmlmnu 55‘ -:

Te—— T — — £ g

H 33 g

2 5 ws <

s £/ 3 / RN :

s K g S K =1 =2 5 5

2 g = z H S 3z ] F

g = 5 g S 5 s = &
[y e S N —Z__ — e

% 42 12 16 4 & 58 41 €

o PRI O g A3 has alrerg, been statey g,
2mung Gommusnon Wero of opinton that 5, actua} dearth of food &ram ught goey,
tho north g 5eason of 3O twhen "Mportation 14, that nacceghlg Portion

ult

'onth's notie guen by g Collcctor Power "3S reseryof to e Goernmens
whatever duantity of pryy, might po Tequired gt g, 8Lovo rog, Epio 155
Phaling Ty



( 4)

» g A, . H s . ’ H T8 s

{2.) Advances were made free of interest, repayable within six months, to traders
who agreed o import food grain into the Mabarajaanj Tabsil, to be cold there at the
trader’s diseretion ns soon ns the grain imported had heen inspected by the District
Officer or a subordinate deputed Dy him,

* r . oy s
243, The following statement exhibifs the amount of advances and the quantity
of grain stored under cach of the above conditions t— .

" N 1 2oy eyad b kT em Le
£ & : 3 z = TESoEG| B8
Eoel T = 5 |EgEz<Y EE
£33 £y 5|8 |EEEizE E3
“Tual e 3 ¥ 231 "9 Ris
BT miE S D s ¥smebaz| L= AR,
58| 2 58 | =2 PEnssEl BR
2%l €% g | E¢€ [¢8S8¢EZ) E&7
Ef’é Eo EE £28 jE9o+%oeE £ ow
P & - [<Xd ] o B
RBe. a p. Rs. a, p. | Ba o, p,
(1) Under the 16t teima of agreement, The follewing guntlemen undertook: to
supply the targest quantities of grain:——
23 | 91,400 12,201,113 2 0/ DOSG5 ) 226,465 1 31480 O v Maunide,
Babu Chedi Lal e e 20,000
Under the oud terms of agrecment. w dAnant Dss L., see 2":000
w  Sarju Parsliad,,, we 16,000
1 10,000 { 9,231 14 0 m,7uol 15,436 ) 9,234 14 0l Muhamunnd Zaka-ullall .., 10,000
; ‘ i Babu Knlwant Sabsi . e 7,000
, »n  Gobind Sahm and Andh
z l Kistior Shah, 5,000
a3 (101,400 ]2,30,3¢5 14 0]101,565 241,001 ] 47,714 14 0

21, The orders of Governmernt were that 150,000 mamds should be provided
for, unless I had satisfactory grounds for believing that <o large @ quantity would not
be needed. I had farmerly reported that in my opinion the storing of grain was not
absolutely necesaary, 1 could not however foresee what miglit happen, and guarantee
that private enterprise, unassisted with such advances, would supply o sufficiency of
grain for local consmption in the north of the district, so much depended on the pros-
pects and results of the coming Kharif.

245, Besides the grain included in the above statement, several traders in Barhaj
bazar gave agreements {o keep a store of 35900 maunds grain, which Government
might claim up to the 15th October. These men however declined to accept Govern-
ment advaness on the ground that they could not furnish the security required.

216.  Being grain-dealers by trade, the storing of grain by these men was a com-
paratively eawy undertaking. It was otherwise, however, with the city bankers and
many of the zemindars who teok advances for the zrain entered in the statement given
abo\:c; they were not professional grain-dealers, and were only induced to enter into
the agreement with the view of assisting Government in providing against a possible
famine in a portion of this divtrict. ‘

247, Ilad Government taken al} the grain stored, or even a considerable portion
of it, off the hands of these partics, they would certainly have made a fair profit by the
{ransaetion : they had the use of the moncy advanced them free of interest for a year,
while the allowanee of 10 seers in the mannd would have been ample, and more than
snfficient to cover all incidental expenses jn connection with transport, storing, &e.

248, Drospects improved however so much, and a promise of a good kbarif bar-
vest beeame so certain, that Government had no occasion to call on these parties to
daliver over any portion of the grain. As soon as it became manifest that Government
would not require the grain, foresecing the loss the parties wunder agreement would
sustain if prevented from disposing of their grain till the 15th October, I reporied the
matter, and on the 9th July, 1874, received Government sanction to the contractors
selling the grain at their discretion.

249. Nothwithstanding this concession, however, there can be no doubt that many
of the parties under agreement to keep their grain in store np to the 15th October bave
suffered serious loss, owing to the great fall in prices, and the difficulty of disposing of
such large stores of grain even at the reduced prices.
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250 Inpomt of Jaw thess men can have no clum aguinst Goverament, but, con.
mdening all the circumstances of the case, I must say I think they are entitled to some
consideration, and that some allowance should be made m recovermg from them the
sums advanced.

251 Bome of them have petitioned me on the subject I have however abstamed
from holling out promuses to them which might 1 an¥ way compromise Government
At the same timo T think 1t my duty to bring the matter to the notico of Government,
23 considering the losses some of the larger contractors must have sustamed, I bardly
think the mere thanks of Government would be sufficient recompenso for the services
theso men have rendered and the losses somo of thew number have beyond a doubt
imcurred

252 Although Government had no occasion to call on these men to dehver the
gram, 1 must not be supposed that the nrrangements made were not attended with
Lencficual results  The purchase of so Jarge a quantity of gram attracted much gran
to the district, and the knowledgo that <o large a stoch of gram was mn store, on which
Government had a lien, and which could 1t any tune be thrown into the market, had 2
malerial effect 1 keeping down prices after the parchase of Government grawm was
completed

253 Takari advances for seed grain —The advances given to enable the zemun-
dars to parchase rice seed ave already been referred ton the body of this report
These advances were given free of mnterest, 1f repaid within one year, but mterest was to
be realized on any balance outstanding at the close of a yer, the advances under any
circumnstances to be paid up n full withun two years

254 The followmng statement shows the amount advanced 1 each of the six tahsils
of this district sith the number of proprietors or groups of proprietors who avaled
themselves of the privilege —

Tabe 2t
2
@
R
H < 4
2 g (] H]
- A O I T O B R I
£ g 2 H 5 § E}
] Z 3 3
H 3§ [l 8 a2 &
Rumber of proprietors or groups ofpro 193 3 2 8 3 2 270
pr etors who took takavi adrances. |
Amount of advance - . | 79241 8-12 I 2180 1635 l 1055 638 | 21471

255, Aswas to be expected, the zemindars of the Maharmgany Tabsil avaled
themaehes most extensively of the assistance offered by Gosernment, indeed 1t was
principally to provide seed for thus portion of the dutrsct, three-fourths of the eultn ated
area of winch 13 under nice, that 1t was recclved to grant advances of thrs description

256 For all these advances amplo sccurity 1 landed property has been taken,
the Government money 1s safe, and the good dono eannot be esaggeratel, but for the
assistance fiven by Government in this way, and the meacures talen to mduce the Mpal
Daurbar to allow tho evport of rice seed Iy purchascrs from tlus district, I much fear
avery constlerable extent of Jand in the Jabarygany Takel would have been thrown
out of cultnation duning the past Ahanf scason

957 Remusions of land rerenue—1 sohened the sanction of Government to a
renussion of one half of the rabi demand 11 the Mobaraygam) Tabs! A umform re-
mission was a<ked for, becanse i pomnt of fact the loss sustuined had been equal or nearly
so throughout the tah 11, and beyond the fact that some of tho zemundars were better
bale to bear tho loss apd make good the Goverament land revenye from Iated
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eapital or other sourcos, there were really no good grounds for drawing a distinetion
})ohx‘em them ; while, again, any detailed investigation would have cortainly  offered
inducemonts to bribery and corruption.

.
258 In my No. 144, dnied 10th March, 1874, T gave at length my reasons for
soliciting this remission of Jand-revenue, which i would seem unneces-ary fo repeat
hero. 'I‘ho. Ii‘muinv Commission after marching throngh the subdivision were satisfied
that the relief I proposed swas not exeossive, and Government in Intter No. 3UA, of 16th
April, 1874, to the address of the Commissioner, Benares Division, ranctioned tho vemis-
sion of badf tho rabi demand, or half of the year's revenue in the Maharajganj Tabsil.

239, I was at the same time empowered to ask for farfher remission or saspen~
sion in other subdivisions of the district, reporting each case separately for order.  Iam
glad to say, however, that T found no necessity for availing my»eIf of this permission, and
that with the exception of tha remissions granted in the Maharajganj Tabedl, the full
land revenue of the distriet was colleeted within the year. 1t was certainly not col-
lected so promptly or punctually, or with such facility a< neual, but at the close of tho
year with the nbove exception I was able to show a elear balance sheet,

The ctatement given inthe margin shows

. (femunons on uccount of) the demand, collections, and remissions for
=
Demand, 8 R o the year 12581 Fadli. My instructions tothe
kel k=~ - . ] ¢
£ £ |Eg1 3 | £ Taheildars were to cuforce the demand
= I =+ = = . .
S s IE2 & & against all zemindars who were well-to-
- do. and ine ‘ .
i s, e | ne | e , and insist on promp‘t payment by
them : those who had saffered most, and
16,570,867 | 16,02,807 | andir | 2,019 08,320 .., orps
who were willing, but unable to pay

. « . N K
with their usual punctuality, were frequently allowed several months’ grace.

0. Tutal erpenditure~1 append a statement showing the total expenditure
incurred in connection with the late searcity and relief operations in this district. 1
bave distinguished the charges which are debitable to the State from those pertaining to
the relief fund. Under the erders of Gavernment, however, all subscriptions, &e., to
the relief fund werv credited in the Treasury accounts, under the head of “ Suspense
Account, Scarcity;” while all expenditure incurred was also shown under that head. At
the sano time all cxpcr\d'iml’c from the funds of the State, in conncetion with relief
works, workhouses, &c., has been shown in the Treasury accounts under the h&:ld
“ Suspence Account, Searcity.”  In the Treasury account, theretore, no separate details
are shown of thow items of expendituro which are debitable ngainst the relief fands
and of those whicl are chargeablo to the State, The figures iu the following statement,

however, show how the two accounts should be adjusted :—~

State Fund, Amount, Relief Subscriptions. Amount,
Rs &.p. Rs. a.p.
Relie! works, Appendix B, e | 320,444 8 Poorhouses bcf';lrc C«'orkhouscs 5864 9 3
Sorti di 6247 4 2 opeped, Appeadix C.
}o;\t;’%r;ngfm \{icﬁkhouse expenditares Ditto, b’rnuczl; of workhouses, | 2,250 § 2
{ o A 87 9 1 Appeadic B,
Relief work hospitals, Appendix DI 7 I'anxl‘ 11;1 eudis Bil,  en before open- %67 6 o
Portion of workhouse, from state- 1,359 8 2 Ing gf \;ﬁfhgﬁe, from state-~
went in pars. 224, ment in para. 204,
Pard:/l.nm[/:m women in ¢ mncetion 513 14 1 I’oomczu_se l;?spxgglf, from state- | 111210 o
i S ment in para 284, .
:‘xt;\m\;ogia:wuse, from statement Portion of workhouse ho:pxta!s, 1,399 10 2
204, ! ol
Distniet Engineer’s charges for con- 4765 1 9 from statement in para 22
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(61
No 573
Froy
Tax OITICL\TU\‘G COLLECTOR, BAsTY,
To
Tug SECRETARY 70 GOVERNMENT,
Nowry Wesreny Provnycps
Dateq HBastr, 11, 3173 Demnhr, bt
S,
Tue late OBeutting Mo grase aud Collectar of 41 o + EI

nog SUpposing that Teporton £ . 1"
frm 1

4

4 o binglang op fuzlog
1 7 s urgent orders Thare sz, Feeised, § have eudeas y,
te Latect, trom Vernaculay records, from figureg Preserved 1p the Distriet Ingusee
Office, and frg such memoragg, 23 the Cuyy) Burgeoy TPossessed, aternaly syf, .,
to give an gutpyg, Of the facts of 4 ¢ faming, ang op the ok ne
wndertaken to welevert, Thapa. . "
. * A Uperations June lags
i * O s porgon,y know) e of facts 37, bs too
v ws pieat Jabop collected 4]} the detatls fro,, Whuch T hap been alje ¢, compile the
Present repoyg

Arerage fanfall 1y foup years sn Zip, Basy

uches
From June, 1570 $oend of My, 157, 536
» 1871 ditto gy, 1872 ns
” 1872 ity gy, 1873 802
» 1873 ditto gy, 1874 207
Rawnfon of four ™onths of 1873
In Juge, 1873 runfaj} monnted 4, 53
» Jaly noditta gy 107
s Auguse ditto gy, 32
» Scptember » ditto ditto 25
Daly ransoyy,, Septemer, 1573
On 4t Septombor ramed a
2B dn g 4
POy g 3
T L 1
» 12th 1y, DETH 1
"th it bty 1
2 1tk gy, ditto . 2
Totat 3
This farkure of the tupe of 1873, ang especially therr arly cesetion w Sepu‘mbcr, not
only aff eteq most dxmtruudy the autumy €rops byt very largely Prevented g, winter
Fowingy



( 68 )

The following statement, which is approximate only, nill show more clearly the
real state of the erops as they stood in Oclober, 1873, as compared with that of the <ame
time in the previons year.  The fifth tabsili, Captainganj, is omitted, as its condition was
(compuratively) not much affected i—

OUITLRN 1IN MAL YD
Talsil. Year. ’ -

Jarhan, Dhan. Kodo. Rabi.

Bansi vas .o o 1679 67,727 401,149 23,051 74,274
Ditto e " . 1873 6,012 47,147 0,852 37,639
DNomariaginj 1872 117,812 BOM Yy 8 50,046
tto 1873 14,263 31,815 [ ioj l £5,205

Baxti ) e voe 1872 31,247 37,810 ; E ‘{‘ 08,947
Ditto ... 1873 1,817 17,656 1) é L 47,138
Khalilhibad o bos 1872 27,432 66,338 24,567 128,017
Ditto ... 18:8 458 72,480 21,291 §0,8580

'

The main Lharif crop in this district is the jarhan or transplinted rice crop, and
this, it will be remarkad. was searcely a tenth of an aserage harvest. I\'ol“ithsfanding
the failure of the harvest, there 1> reason to belicve that the distriet contained suffeient
errain for its own requirements throughout the period of scarcity. At all events, the
Tubsildars who were deputed 1o enguire amo tlis subject 1eported that.at that tme
neither export from nor import of gram inte this district was going on.

A table hiowing the prices of grain prevalent Lere from June. 1872, to June,
1871, is subjoined for reference (Appendin Al)

Distress first appeared i the northern portion of the distriet, and to relieve this,
Mr, Perey Wigram, then Officiatng Collector, propesed the construction of certain
roads leading to or situated in the affected localitics.

This proposition was approved by the Committec appointed by Iis Honor the Lien-
jonant-Governor to conwder rebief measures in the Benares Division, and works were
commenced under a system of jont supervision, partly by semvants of the Revenue
Department, and partly by subordinates of the recently appointed officer termed the
Disriet Lngineer.

The accompany ing table <hows the names of these works, the daily average of per-
sons emploved on them, the work done. and the expenditure mcurred on them :—
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(1)

TWorkhouses,—On the cessation of the out-door relief works (riz , the road works),
wotkhouses were opened, one at Bansi and one 1t Basti  Tho former was put under
the charge of Mr Mur, Assistant Magistrate, and the Itter was under the pertonal
superimtendence of Mr I’ E Elliot, the then Officiating Collector

These workhouses were constructed mainly of wattle and thateh, but were made
enbstantial  They were arranged 1 quad; dar form, and tly stoated 1
mango groves,

The sheds were diwided mto sections for the tarions works carned on—<pioning,
corn-grinding, rope-making, &¢, <hoe-making, mat and wicker-work 1 great \'nncl;,
webbing-making and otber indu. trics wero also miroduced with success

All were admitted who applied for relief, and ot oncp zet to =uch work as they were
Ftfor The infirm and weakly wers drafied from the poorhouses abovementioned 1ty
these workhouses  If found unfit to work they were classed as non-workers

All recerved eoohed food  scals as follows —

Atta, 10 chittacks .
al, 2 ditto for workung paupers
Salt, 1 piec werght -
Atta, 8 chnttacks
Dul, 2 ditto o = for noneworkers and women
Ralt, 1 pice weight
Chuldren~—vartous rates

Mr Inepector Shas was putn charge of the Bans: workhonse m August, wien
Mur nas reheved of the same

The Bastr workbouse was elosed on 7th Octobor
Close of the ‘“"“‘“”’—{ Tho Banss » orkhou.c nas elosed on 21+t October

A statement of the number of prupers employed at each workhonse and the cost of therr
wmamtenance 1s appended (ude Appendix B )

The expenditure on these two workhouses was drvided mto two heads —

1 Expenditure from Imperial Relef Funl

FA Ditto chanstable ditto

)

5

Al costs of sorking prupers were debited to the former, and of sich or mfirm non-
workers to the latter fund

Attached to each workhowse wag a hosutal {the former poorhouces at Pr t1 ardl
Bans: were ntilized for this purpose), the total inmates of wluch were muntun 1 ta

cost as follows —
Dumber Covt

RBs a
Bans: workhouse Los 1tat - ~ 08958 2178 7 8
Last ditto ditto 762 1993 1 5
Sichness (ch efly 1 owel complaints) seems to have been very prevalent at B durng
onc pertod of thy fimmne  The merfality, however, was not proportionately great
The medheal supervision of these hospitals was placed under the Crvi! Surpenn,
except as regards be Banet workfionse bospital, after the 14th Augmt, 1874 frm
which date the supervision of 1ts expenditure and general management was entra ted to

Mr In pector Shaw
Iave, &,

WILLIAM YOUXNG,
O eating € ol ector
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REPORT OF THE OPERATIONS FOR THE RELIEF OF SCARCITY IN
THE BASTI DISTRICT IN 1874.

Towaxnps the middle of August, 1878, the scantiness of the rainfall began to
occasion apprehensions of a failure of the kharif crops and of

Drought. .
consequent distress.

The preceding year 1872-78 had been one of average prosperity, but its abund-

ance had not been such as to enablo the district to fully
recover from the depression caused by the losses of the two
previous years. These had been most unfortunate; excessive rain fad damaged the

crops, and much of what escaped had been swept away by heavy floods. Even 1872-73.
was not free from all calamity. In March of that year a severe hail-storm had more
or less devastated tho crops of 900 villages lying within a strip extending from east

to west across the entire breadth of the district.  No remission of revenue had been

proposed or ordered on this account, for it was found that the revenue could be

collected without much pressure, notwithstanding the losses incurred by the destruction

of the crops. But there was atthat time no reason to antieipate further misfortune. Itwas

evident that another bad year following upon such a series of disasters, relieved only by

a single gleam of moderate prosperity, would try tho resources of the people to the

utmost. Later on these fears were fully verified. So completea failure of the rains had

not taken placo since the district was first established (1865). The following table

gives the mean fall at the five tahsils during the last seven years :—

Comparative Tabls of Rainfall.

Previpus seasons.

1866-67. 1867-68. 1868-69,

P

75 605

1863-70. 1870-71. [ 1871-72, 1872-73.

399 530 326 ’ 529 586

This year no station, up to January, showed more than 282, and the mean was
237, Tiven in 1868 tho mean up to the same date was 32'3.

Tho outturn of the early rice was everywhere much below the average, the later
rice failed completely, the inferior erops, though fair in some
localities, were on the whole short of the full standard. In addi-
tion to this the hardened soil could not be properly prepared to reccive the ¢ rabi.”

Failure of kbarif erops.

Tanks, hollows, and pools, in ordinary seasons reservoirs of water, were dry:

Poor prospects of rabi  50wings were only possible on lands that could be irrigated

erops. from wells, and even in these the seed did not always germi-
nate, or sprouted only to wither away for want of moisture.

This state of things was noticed in the annual revenue administration report of
the district, and early in Oetober Giovernment took measures to keep itself informed'
by periodical reports and telegrams of the condition and prospects of the distriet.
Till January, however, prices, though high and rising, had not reached such a pitch
as to give eause for scrious alarm; nor did Mr. Wigram, who relieved me on the 3rd
December, or I, feel that as yet there was any general distress. All depended upon the
¢ yabi,” which, though restricted in arca, continued, in spite of drought and hurtful
west winds, to thrive beyond expectation,

In December a storm of rain revived the wheat and barley most opportunely. On
the other hand, a touch of frost somewhat damaged the peas
© and arhar. -
On the 2nd January, 1874, Mr. Wigram summed up the situation coneisely
and comprehensively in his general report, No. 24, of that date,
the main points of which are as follows :—

Rain in December.

Mr. Wigran’s xeport.



[ Q73 )
Ho divideg the distrry 240 threy fracts, 4, B, 4 A ding TOm wogt 44
27033 the distryey, e first e teen g Nep
Three 4B g frontier gg © Mher Rapy, the secong 8 the Rypy,
s and the between the Koayo nd the Goem, Phuck bogy, 3 Basty oy
south 7, Aang ) tho mocg Horthery o4  the g atry. ampy And oy,
2 jhils, and the T part of ordmapj OT0 or Josy Under Water for heay
half g, Jear. Characterp, e magt rhed ) ? Mk extong, t
20 mley of the fo of the My as, on, 8 Wtersooteg b erong Streamg ]

£ oy Tog,

th tracgs the staply Producy g nee , of ths there 4, tno Cropg Ist, the «
Stante brogues tee of “Ebadm,” OV eady 1 the ry;

w0 kupg,

and 8001 e,
8ame Inml, 2nd, /y the ¢ Jarbap ‘or lmmplanted 0w
ost valuably O the ¢y, 319 planteg °ut later, cay bardl; 9V £00 myep, Watop,
I8 cu iy October-Novembcr Traet ¢, logs dependeny @pog

acey o Cousiderapl, AMoung op Wheat gpq barley

Tho Ouitury op the eatly ricq wag stimateq 4, ¥ary on 4 favorapjy Compatagq,
Early pree poor from One-half 4, tbree-fourtbs of ap Bveragg Freld
The “Jarhay» had been gy ed only 2round thg o ges of bools, gy for Purposes op
Later rice 1o, food hag been Complete]y lost,
Tho other “Yhang » €rops gy kodo, Imkun, Samwg, Rurwg, Maize, SUgarcane, urag,
inor CTOPS below gy, ung, Masur, ang othy In some Quarter (hme, CSpecialfy
age Lodo, had Fielded tnesaglyy, 800d 1oy % bat ¢y en as g

wholo the outtury g¢,q Bob reach g, Averame 4 largg Proportion of the Log, Wi foung

Tho are, Bader 4 .y 38 estimageq 10 vary from one-fourth ¢, lhrceJoxxrth« of
Fstlingpeq e wnger atg ordmary O%tent The Prospects of the €rop hagg nlready
been stated Y Were sty bo, eful, buy Extremely Critica],
Usefu tableg vy be found 4 ur thram’s mimlmstmhon Teporg shovung ¢
Pargana, 1 €ach tracy, the areq ) acres, fhy AgTicultyry) and oy gricultyr,; Populs.
ton, ang the Propornonyy Yield of the mn and Spring crops  rg would Bhrgeq 5.
sanly lengther this Memory, im ¢ Teprodyueg theso tableg here I ' origing [
€asily by Teferred ¢, They shoy the "™portang fact thyy about gy T cent op the

Popatatigy .0 slraget oy alatigy 1 ngnculmral, ad to g, {y by addog Anothor,

culturg), that o1 b of Peoplo J, 00y bhon ! Vheae s
Ordigapy, Consumeq o by tho Ingler of €S The . Ly v g, Recessaryy, WOPSL 1y
tract 4, Somen, ¢ less B, ang) s of at oty £ bscqnen;
€¥porianey Iroved gqy for o Practicg} Darposey the etallod road travers ., the

&
distriet from Gomhhpur on the to Farzaloq 08 the yogy affordod 5 Sufficieny)

et
acenragy dmdmg Ime, the scarerty beng confined g5 41, coantry Iying Torth of 1y,

Under thesg mrcums!.mccs, Bearly every crop. Imnn,r; falog More op Jess, ¢
Dt ot ey peemed roasonatg gy 5Pt widogprong distrons, o pos actunt
At be supponed famipg Ag g tarpey out, hm\crcr, thero v a4 0 pprogel, to
tho Iatter g4 any {ime, ang the distresg Was myj less severe apg &energ) than mght
hae boen 8Upposeq

Tho explanation of thy 4 that gp, umntity op Srag Produeq g, gnn(-nll_ymnch
loca}

Fequirenongy m,
Reason of gr, Lrpon g0 sually gony down (g, Tivers (o p,
rictod,

Jea Teport b o
ted i thqy Portion of g3, dulnctsuﬂ‘.mg {rory eareyty, L:ndholdcrs, Partly



\ fd¢ )

cuution, foreseeing tho necessity of providing for the wants of their familics and
dependents, partly with an cyo to greitor gains whon prices should have risen still
further, stored their grain instead of sending it to mmlet. Thero is no doubt that
thero were large hoards in overy parl of the distriet. Thofood resources of the country
were further augmented in somo degreo by import, mever great, but in this year
continued from tho west up to the end of April.  Again, the
general character of tho sottloment is light, except in Pargana
Amorha, Tahsil Captainganj, and thero only 81 villages wero reported ns being espe-

Chameter of settlement  CInHY badiy off.  The November instalmont of the Government
light. demnnd was realized without much difficulty, tho balances boing
much smaller than was ospected.

Tmport.

Tho agricultural portion of the community, a large pereentage, as has been stated,
Non agncnltaral popy.  Was thus in no imminent danger of starsation.  There remnined,
Intion however, 810,500 persong, or about 20 per cent. of the
whole population, who wero not in any sense agrienlturists, nor were all those who
might ba clasced as agricaltural wholly <o, The failure of the crops lrscencd the
demand for latour to cut them, to convoy the grain to market, to store it, to load it
Derth of labour, not 1 boats, and the ordinary small outhys of well-to-do men
of feod, on budding, repairs, &e., were all curtailed. There was in
<lort a dearth of Inbour and the means of buying food, rather than of food itself.
There was therefore reacon to auticipate considerable distre-s. especially among un-
shilled ibourers, and for these Mr. Wigram recommended
Mewured  of  relief.  that worl should be provided without delay, The most suit-
Larthwork, .
uble recmed to he carthwork. The country was in almost every
direction impnssable during the rainy seacon for want of raised roads, especially in the
northern portion of the district, whera the distress would be greatest, and the work
fulfilled the requirement of heing <uch as could be done by any able-bodied pauper.
It i~ probable, however, that the enormous expenditure nnd totally inndequate retarns
which would result from this form of relief were not forescen.  Mr. Wigram, in fact,
estimated his total requirements at something less than Rs. 50,000,

Towards the middleof danuary matters becamo decidedly worse : frost attacked
Things worse in Janu-  the peas and arhar, the wells began to ron dry, the dew ceased,
ary. no rain fell, and strong west winds threatened to utterly dry
up the crops, till then still healthy. Prices rose considorably : wheat was at 13 scers
10 chittacks ; barlay at 15 reers ; rice of the common sort at 11 scers, the normal price
at that ~cason being 15, 17, and 19 seers for the rupee.
Mr. Wigram’s proposals wero sanctioned early in February, but tho first relief
work was opened on the 22nd January. Details of the organiza-
Telief works begun. tion of these wall bo given further on.  They lasted till the
end of June, and reliesed a daily average of 71,535 persons, at a total cost of Rs. 425,494

poid by the State from a special grant.

The means of livelihood thus afforded to the able-bodied poor were supplemented

by the institution of poorhouses for the support of infirm paupers.

Foorhauscs. Theso were muintained from charitable funds raised in the
first instance by local private subscription, but snbsequently by contributions from
the Central Famine Reliof Committeo at Allahabad. Small advances were also made
at an carly stage to tahsildars and polico officers, in order that any cases of destitution
which might come to notice might be promptly attended to, and the sufferers fed and
forwarded to the nearest poorhouso.  The system adopted in the Basti poorhouses was
System indoor rehed from the beginning that of indoor relief: therﬂ.s was no indiseri-

" minate distribution of food to all who asked for it. None but the

helpless and feeble wero admitted, and it was made a condition that those relieved
should reside in the poorhouses. These consisted of rows of sheds having thatched
zoofs on timber posts and frame-work with mat walls, The Civil Surgeon, Mr. T. AL
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Suilivan, a3 Houorary Secrelary of the Local Rehef Fund Cammuttoo, unlertook the
organzation of these inshiutions, and they remamed under hua tmime hato management
tothelast T order to secure the services of ibe subordimate 1 oical officers, they
wera all (exeept at Domariigang and Ind va} wtaated dose to the dispensares o all
thete were fivo from first to Jast tho first a3 heal quurters, the sccond at Banet,
the tlird 2t iimhdawal the fourth at Domanagany ualer the ese of the tihsldar and
ong, a branch of this last, 3t Tatna, at the opposite evtrenuty of the same relief watle
Covbed food was distrbuted twice a day  The dict roll comynzed threo seales, as

woted sn th e margin the
Darr Tance frst or wa srade nag
forthose 1o conld bew

4 ta | Rer { Dat | gate | St substanty { food the e
cond or nice seale was
iven to those whoso

weiker condition ve~

IChks [Chks Clhl(‘hh Grs

4':"";;ma " = e quired 2 more digests
Wee do, -] e i) s ble Qet, the third, a
ook doy ° sk sealo, wag maed 1
) %m, LR Y B 3 30 the case of half starved

3 e doy 6

and emciated paupers
on fiest ad;
Lepers were sccommodated 11 separated sheds, a9 alsa prupers suffering from contagrous
diseases  Tho establhishment was himated, and consssted of » kahar, sweeper, and cooh on

Il’g :fﬂ;:" the wuges margwally noted  Tha services of Brahnnn paupers
Rabar, 3 0 0 were aboutthzed i tho cook hause, ft may be worth mention
Suepen 288 pupal Hindaswill not oot food eooked exen by Brabmns some,
and these by no means of the laghest caste, gotavty the Sasthwars, will oy cat food
cooked by parsons of their own caste, exceptof conrsa under prossure of extreme starva-
tion  Beveral mstances same tomy motice  3oro than ono of the miserable wrefches,
2 fore of whowm wero to ba seen on every relief work, dechned to scecpt the graturtous
relief obtanable af the poorhonses, although assured that the food was prepared
exclusizaly by Brabmind  Thus was not o mero pretence X satssfied my self by farther
wnquary that the objection rawed was based on (possibly Jocal) custom  As far a3
possible the paupers were prevented from bezang ontwde the poorkouses, and hatterly
an attempt was mado to give them somo work, such as spimmng sud rope-making
The pumbers were 1 consequenco of adheronce to this systom, never large  The total
pumber reheved was 32,453, at a cost of Rs 2,485-9-1

Tn Mareh the Traveling [amme Commusnion viated tho di triet, apepected v
works 11 progress and debberated upon the farther measures

Travitmg Famine
ussion whieh appeszed fo bo necessary

The panerpal resulls arnved at were the following ~~

Tmportation of  food (1) That no wpartation of food grams was ealled for
grum ot secessary Tius concluson, which was m gecordance with the opivons
of tha dustrict officers expressed in report to Goverament, was complutely Yoo out
Ly cvents  Tho sonthern portion of the dr trict exporied grum ea trard to some
extent dunng tho height of the seareity, and a comuderiblo anouat was stored
for tho use of G hpur ander 221 ot with G 1 even 1 the northem
parganas.

(2) 'That tho errcumstances wore not such ps to roquirp guy definafo ot wmme-
dhato remussion of the Government demand It was, howeser,

, Jemam wnd B35 Teftto the diserston of 1} o Coll.ctor to subamit proposale of this
o not alie) for naturo theresfter of 1t abould prove to be denrabl, and b
pemerples by which ho sboold bo guued wero defined. Ko such pmpouh wero
suboutted Al tho tahaldary egreed s mprescating that of allowed to m.uugc the

~
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matter their own way, thay would in all probability snceced in realizing the revenuo
withont much pressuro by the end of the year, but that if definite orders of suspension
or Temission were passed in a singlo enso, their hest afforts would he unavailing.  Tiven
asit was, tho result of complinnes with the orders of Govornment convoyed in paragraph
7 of . 0. No. 35A., dated Oth February, 1874, to the effeet that no pressura should
bo used to vealizo the January instalment, was a general belief that measures of this
nature were in contemplation, and a consequent  general determination to withhold
pavment as long as powsible. At the end of March, 1874, the outtanding balances
amounted to Rs, 79,576-12-10.

At the end of September, 1874, they stood ns marginally noled: of this
e o po B8 5219-11-5 have been since collected, and tho
Tahsitdor, Buatl, o 6,067 16 remainder s in conrse of liquidation.  Tho large

" Jansd we 2500

5
P famba e 68109 ,l‘ balances in the Basti tahsil are duo to the disorganiza-
w  Kiaildal. #2830 tion jnto which the taheil had fallen under the lato
» Domnringanj 1,175 2 6 .
Total, . sivsTo w  fabildar, Har Parshad,® one of the most hopelessly
T ineflicient offieers T have ever had to deal with, The
time of the new tahuildar, Sheo Ram, o very eapable man, was mueh oceupied by tho
supervision of the workhouse at head-quarters, and it was not till fowards the ' close
of the revenun year, when this beeamo a lighter task, that he could give his full atten-
tion to the realization of the balances left by his predecessor.

(3.) That it was necessary to make advances to cultivators for the purchaso of
geed rice.  The Colleetor was authorized to make such advances

Sceed ndvances ) R
up to half a Iakh of rupees upon the following terms: namely,
repaynient within {wo years, interest at the,rate of 6 per cent. per annum.  After the
expiry of one year, hypothecation of landed property as sccurity for repayment.
Although these orders were fully published, it wns not till tho close of April that
applications began to be receised inany number.  Landholders were reluctant to pledao
their property, fearing to be unable to repay the advanco within the stated period, and
g0 to lose it.  Those living in the vieinity of the Nepalese Tarai, and especially those
possessing land on both sides of the border, had great fucilities for supplying themselves.
The veto placed upon export from Nepal in the early part of the year, at no time very
cffeetual, was relaved in April in favour of seed-purchasers, who were to bo provided
with passes signed by DBritish officials.  Not a singlo pass was asked for except by
Mr. Jones, managor of the Newra grant, yet all were supplied with seed ; indeed the
drain upon the Tarai was so great that the Nepalese Government found it necessary to
intimate that rice would no longer be allowed to leavo the country except in exchange

for wheat or barley.

In the meanwhile the prospeets of the district had improved considerably. To-
Improved prospects to- wards the end of January the character of the weather becamo
wards close of January.  oist and favourable. On the 23rd there was a light but
general and very beneficial rain storm.  This saved the erops. The wheat and barley
revived, prices improved, and the numbers on the relief works fell from 15,000 to
9,000,  Mr. Wigram, writing on 9th February, noted that there were then no actually
starving people on the roads, and that many who camo returned home on finding that
they would havo to work for their money. Again, on 15th March, ho stated that there
were not more than nine or ten really emaciated persons wholly unfit for labour to be
scen on thoe relief works at that time. The number subsequently increased enormonsly,
but thero is, in my opinion, no reason to beliove that the increase was ever an accurate
indication of a corresponding increase of distress. The rabi eventually turned out,
excellently, and, except in respect of the limited area sown,
was abovo the averago; as it was it gave the people heart and
saved the district from famine.

Rabi outturn,

* Since transferred to Ghazipur.
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procure a supply.  This condition of things was ropresented to tho Resident in Nepal,
and measres were takes by tho Nepale-o Governinent to romedy it, but it <ubsequently
appesred that- the omtrages which had become notorious wers maisly tho work of
Biitich subjeets living near the border.  As soon us this was accertained to be the faet,
tteps were tulen which resulted in the capture of 85 aud conviction of 39, the prineipal
ulfenders, aud the restoration of tranguillity.  Pico were also obtained from Faizabad,
and thus, though mere than ance it scomed as thongh the works must come to a dead
loek for want of eain, payments were Lept np until by degroes, as the improved pros-
peets of the distiict beewe more and more evident, the warket rato improved and
eventually recovered its usnal condition,

i

Upon making my first tour of fuspeetion T was struck hy tho sleek and comfort-
able appearanco of the majority of the labourers: a few more
day~" esperience convineed me (hat a very large proportion of
them were in faet not depensdent upon Government relief. T was, however, unwilling
to tuhe any action until Thad acqnired further acquaintance with particulars. The
¢ Men with hacs, 6 ploe, reduecd to 5 Collectar of Gorakhpur having, on a longer experience,

Yliret rednction of paton

“\{‘ ’rln“i”' haslaty, 5w o 3 rezeked the sawie eonclusions, taak steps to test the
eme, o " " v . . ¢
Childrun, wd o deptar a reality of the distress pretended by the inerensing
it f\ﬂ"‘, e 2 " ” 2

crowds of labourers, by redueing the rates* of payment
under the orders of Government approving this measure. A similar reduction was
offected $n Basti (soo margin), Tt had, however, little or no offeet. It is nevertheless
perfectly certain that large numberd resorted to the works simply in order to carn
without much exertion an addition to their means at a season when otherwiso they
woull be sitting idle. Reduetion of rates conld of cour<e do little to detor this class of
labourers, for any payment, hovroser small, was so much clear gain. Removal ton dis-

Tranfor to Ialzabad  12nce from their homes proved to be a much more efficient test;
Read. 10,000 lnbourers transferred fram the Basti end of tho road to
Bansiy to Belwa, on the Faizabad Road, a distance of about 40 miles, and paid during
the journey, hind dwindled to 4,301 by the time they reached their destination, Some
time later an intention to similarly transfer libourers from the Naugar Works to the
Buansi Road near Bansi was frustrated by the incapacity of
Transfer from Niugar . .
Warks to Bani Read not  the Supervisor (DeRoza), who for this and other shortcom-
coried out ings was suspended and afterwards dismissed.

In the begioning of May these and other considerations were diccussed at a con-
ference held by the Licutenant-Governor at Gorakhpur,  The
particulars and final results of this discussion aro so fully stated
in Resolution No. 479A., dated the 1Gth of that month, that any more than a simple
reference is uunceessary.  The main features were the recognition of the demoralizing
tendeney of the exi-ting form of reliof and the impracticability of continning it during
the tains, but at the same time of necesity of eaution in altering it for another; and the
isste of instructions to pay the Iabourers only as much as would suffice at market prices
to procurc a certain amount of food, instend of a fixed sum; to organize worklouses in
whiel cooked food only swould be distributed, and to close the relief works in progress
oe oon av it was cortain that the workhouses conld accommodate all these who were
really without other means of support.  Bvery effort was made, within the limits pre-
scrxl;cd, to weed the multitudes which continued to flock to the works of all not really
in need, but with poor success.

Canference in May.

A further reduction of one pico upon infants in arms was
Reduetion of rate for . . . .
wf uts from two to one Mmado immediately afier the conference, and was followed later
pree. in the same month by = third general diminution of rates to 4,
: N .
¢ Reduction from5,4,3, 9 2, and 1 pice on all but one road, that from I\aug'ar to
L104,3,35 1L Uska, situated in tho worst part of the worst tract. This, at
last, occurring at a time when the necessity of attending to their fields began to press
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T8 SEI imm, ns

It hag been ¢he am gl through, 4, fegregate fry mfirm apq aged foyy the alfe.
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The workhouses were two in number,—one at head-quarters, the other at Bans
and these were found to be sufficient for every requirementf
. For some time they (especially that at Basti, which was the
fivst opened) contained fow but professional beggars, and though they were afterwards,
more freely resortc'd to by othors, driven to seck refuge in them by the scarcity, the
whole number of inmates never exceeded 2,000, The poorhouses, as above described,
were kept open for some time as deplts or feeders to the workhouses, and were
closed one after the other, as the necessity for them ceased. Those at’ Basti and
Bansi were ﬁheu turned into workhouse hospitals, At Bastia large and shady mange
grove standing apart among cultivated fields, and within a convenicnt distance of the‘
new bazar, afforded a most admirable situation for the workhouse. At B.’llnsi owing
to the swampy character of the count'ry, the situation was not so good. The ,rreneracl
arrangement was the same in both places. The buildings consisted of subst;mtigl sheds
forming the four sides of an oblong rectangle ; the space inside was kept clear. At
Basti there was a larger shed for the use of the committee, and the muharrirs in the
middle. It was found that sheds just broad enough to admit of one man lying across
tho floor were preferablo to larger ones, as being stronger because more compact, and
cheaper because they afforded exactly the amount of room required and no more, The
foor was raised some inches and well beaten ; the cdges were finished with bricks
secured In their places by strips of bamboo, jammed lengthwise against them by bam- .
boo pegs. On the outer side the sheds were walled with thick mat and grass screens. On
the inner side there were movable screens (jhamps) ordinarily kept open by “poles. Al
_ along and directly under the eaves a sloped gutter carried off the water from the roof.

The inner space or yard was drained by narrow ditches cut at right angles to each other.
At first a bamboo trellis was put up all round the yard four or five feet from the sheds,
from which egress could only be obtained at gates over which peons were posted ;
the intention being to keep the paupers in their places without the necessity of enter-
taining a Iarge number of peons to look after them, bub this was found to be unneces-
sary and inconvenient. A brick building originally intended for the kitchen was found
to be unsuitable for that purpose on account of the hoat and smoke, but made a good
godown, Tach pauper was provided with a mat to sit upon, To the sick in hospital
blankets and clothes were served out, but these were given very sparingly to the able-
bodied paupers. Those in absolute rags were clothed and the rags destroyed.

Workhouses,

The inmates were divided first into workers and non-workers, None were allowed
to sit idle who could do any sort of work ; but the blind, infirm, and aged were kept
apart in three wards,—one for Hindus of tho more particular castes, one for others of
low caste without prejudice, and one for Mubammadans. The object of this distinction
was that no offence might arise through contact, which, being helpless, these paupers
could not avoid wnassisted. Among the workers there was no such distinetion, as each
on receiving his rations was at liberty to eat it where he liked. These were simply
arranged according to the work they iwere employed on : the rope-makers in their
ward, the baskot-makers in theirs, and so on. Each inmate had a ticket with his number
and the designation of his ward written on it. Bamboo pegs numbered 1, 5, 10, 15, &e.,
were driven into the floors of the sheds to assist the paupers in finding their places.
There wore no separato sheds or railed inclosures for the distribution of food ; it was
found simple and more convenient to give the food to them as they sat in their places

in the sheds.

The scale of diet was ordinarily as follows :—

Atta. Dal.
Workers... - .o 10 chittacks. 2 chittacks.
Non-~workers . . 8 5 2
Children ... e 6y, 1 chittack.
Infants ... 2 5 1 »

But this was varied oceasionally according to the condition of the particular pauper.
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The remsters follawed the clas tication above mdicated,—that 15 to sav, there wero
three mu ter roll registers for tho non-workers namely, one for
the Hitdas of tho better classes, another for other Hindus, a third
for Muhammadns , and one for cach class of workers, without distiaction of caste

Registers

Besules the muster roll reg tors 1t was found necessary to hoep several others,
tho etef of which were the followmg —
No I —That)nst desersbed.
II—Abstract of totals of No I for ready reference,
III —Remster of raw material
1V —Reguster of manufactared arbcles
—-Ramsfer of dally wnsumptxon of food and 1ts cost
VI—Regster of
”
VIL—Orrler book
 VIIL —Lust of establt bnent

Tho forras of nearly all these reg sters were supplied by Manlnt Syud Ahmod
Khay, whose expericrics of the workhouse system at Boradabad was most usefal,

Tho establishment consisted of one, and latterly tiwo mubarirs on Rs 15 and Rs 20
permensem , a cook and kabar to every 50, a sweeper to every
100 pawpers , a Jamadar 10 charge of the godown and from 8 fo
10 choprasts  This was not exceeded, I think, at any time, but was redueed as much
a3 possible by utilizing the services of the paupers themselves

T'stablishment,

The sich were removed in dults, always ready m the yard, to the hospatal, which,

Stck panpers. both at Basti and also at Bansi, was at somo distance and closo
to the dipensary A medical subordinate wstted the work

house cvery mormmng and powted out thoss who regued treatment m hospital

Latrines were tried and failed, but conservancy was care-
fully attended to, and the placs was Lept perfectly clean and
free from all offinsive odour Once z week all the floors were leeped, and <ome of
Blacdongall s dsinf cting powder sprinkled where 1t was required  Thero was no need
of caution wath regard to admussions tll towards the end , the dificulty was rather to
1aduce pooplo to entcr the norkhowses  Bat a com mbtee was mevcrthelas necessary,
especually at the begumning  The almost total absence of non-officral native g ntlcmen
made 1t pece <ary to make nse hrgely of the mative officials

Conservancy

Comm tte¢
, PR Fourteen members were appouted,
P . whose names are entered m (ko
I matgn , the last of those 13 not bt
5 all tho ret are offcuals They
i . “. wero ascorted 1 pars, and to
s each pur @ particnlar day 1 tho
o weeh was assigned for attendanc

H . . All attcnded regularly, bt the Sud-
B o der Amtn, Maulna Mohammad Ka

i, nam Tafizzal 1 1sm, and Mansh Swap Naram, Depaty Collectors, Sheoram,
Tahedar, and Hasan Raza, Collector s Nazir, wero espectally useful, and took the most
actrvonterest 1n the institation  Eventanlly I found 1t convement to place Tahsildar
Sheo TRam m <ol charge of the bead-quarters’ workbouse as manager, but the com-
mittee continued to give 163 ase tance il the last.

The workbou®o at Danst was first establi hed by Mr Mair, Asustant Collector,
aftec whom, when tho relief works ceased and be retarncd to his wmal dutres, Ine
spector Shawtook charge  Th arrangements thero wore, moro or lst, amform with
thoso of the Tust workhouse, and were conducted on the same pnncn[]oq. Taepector
Shaw's management was distingushed by an extremely moderate expenditure, tho

s
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result of minuto and careful supervision on his part.  Tahsildar Sheo Ram introduced
a great variety of manufactures with considerable success.  The articles produced sold
well. In accordancewith the instructions conveyed in G. 0. No. 5334., dated 11th June,
tho cost of working paupers was charged to the relief grant, and that of the non-workers,
including the sick in hospital, to the charitable relief fund : but this arrangement ex-
tended merely to maintenance, the whole of the cost of construction was charged to the
graut, T

Tho rains were not only carly but abundant, and on the whole well timed. At
Rains abundantand ses-  One moment there scemed reason to fear that they would be
sonable, excessive, and some Injury was in fact caused to the minor crops
Minor erops. by floods in Tabsil Captainganj and Tappa Minhdawal, Tahsil
Rhalilabad. In the former, the sugarcane, there & crop of much importance, as also
the maizo and urad, suffered serious damage.  But in many places the flooded lands
were re-sown, and on the whole no considerable general loss was sustained.  After this
fhere wero complaints of want of rain, and after that again of too much, but the final
result was a splendid kbarif harvest, The outturn of the

Bhadad rice. % Bhadai” rice was mowhere below the fall standard, and in
Aghani rice. some places greatly exceeded it. The * Aghani” was still
.. uncat when I made over charge of the district early in
Frlecs, October, but promised a magnificent rotwrn,  Prices began to

decline, as mentioned above, in Febroary, but showed little substantial improvement
till July, from which time the downward tendency became more and more decided until
at last, in October, they reached the usual level, though still somewhat kept up by the

demands of traders.
The Basti workhouse closed on the 7th October, 1874, that at Bansi on the 21st

Qctober, 1874,

There is now every prospect of prosperity before the people, and it is probablé that
in the course of o twelvemonth hardly any trace will remain of a drought which, had
rabi failed, would have been followed by the sharpest universal distress, and, if the rains
of 1874 had also been deficient, must have resulted in the miseries of famine.

There was Little or no sickuess during the year, and the health of labourers on the
Discase and medicat  relief works was surprizingly good. All the necessary precan~
arrangements. tions were taken to be prepared for an outbreak of epidemic.
Four extra hospital assistants were stationed on or near the different works, and after-
wards at the workhouse, Hospitals were constructed, medicines were in readiness, and
the Civil Surgeon made several tours of medical inspection, but there was no noticeable
disease. Some few died of heat apoplesy, said to be brought on by drinking water
while working in the sun. The percentage of sick paupers in the workhouses was very
moderate.
The inquiries made with regard to the respectable women of the better .classes satis-
Respectable women of fied me that there was no hidden distress of the kmd‘ referf'cd.
the better class. to in No. 181A.; dated 9th March Jast. The population being
mainly agricultural, all the poorer women, of whatever caste, are accustomed to field
work, and only those who are well off conceal themselves.

Some doubts were felt with regard to a community of Syads living in Mauza

Halor, which is split into a number of infinitesimal holdings,

Migration. but it was ascertained that no relief was needed or desived.  As

far as I could learn from inquiries especially instituted by order during the yedr
there was no emigration.

Statistics of previous Tam not aware of any previons famines in Basti. If

fnraines. there have been any, there are no records of them to my

knowledge.

v
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A few words i acknowledgment of the good service done by the ofcers emplaged
1n saperintending vanos meawures of relicf mast concludo this report

Mr Thomsou and Ar Mwr were both1n tents durmg all April and Bay, engaged
m supernising tho rebief works under their charge  ¥ir Thomson s health began to gve
way early 1n tho year, but hie stayed on pertmaciousty at us post, and eventually camo
wto the station only i compliance with my request It was then found that he had
barely escaped & dangerous Mness.  Aslong as bo remamed on the Minbdawal Road,
T conld feel perfect confidenco that every effort would bo mada to carry on the work
successfully, and lus abeence was afterwerds mnuch folt.  Mr Blur fortunately dd not
11 {1, though at ana time ha too threatencd fo fal. T am wmyibted to brs wtelhgento
and obeervation for much wformation and many usefo! snggestions  He was in tents
Hll 3rd June,and after that remamed at Bansy, 1a a small rest howse there, till July for
tho purposa of orgumzmg the workhouso  He was also deputed to report vpon the stafo
of the country 1o the estremo north-east corner of tho Banw Tahs ], of which some
alarmng, but as 1t proved exaggerated, reports bad resched me  In all these matters
o showed his usual abality

e Sallrvan, Crvil Surgeon, deserves much eredit for the efficient manner m
which bo arranged all the details of the management of the poorhonses which wers
under bis chargo from begummng to end

Inspector Shaw made humself extremely uscful, both m reporting clearly and
futellrgently upon the state of the people 1 different directions, where 1t was essential
that I should bave fe and aft rds in super ntending the Danst
workkouse Lhave o very good optmon of Mr Shaw, and bave much pleasure 1o
testifying to hus satisfactory discharge of every daty entrusted fo hum

Tahsidar Sheo Ram descrves great prase for Ins very capablo and successfal
management of tho Bastt workhouse  Hle took the greatest taterest mn the matter, and
nothimg could exceed the neatness and order ho mantuned, Whenever Ivisited the
wotkhouse, which I did withont notice at diffcrent hours, I mvarsably found all at
work  Hardly ahy complaimnts were made, and very few of those nnde had any fonnda
tion whateyer  All the tahsildars exerted themsselves very eteditably and
on the relief works Amir Smgh, of Khalilabyd espectally dxstmgmshed humself by
g zealoug effort to carry out Mr Thomson s wishes

F ELLIOT,
Late Ofy Collector
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No. 308

Front
Tnr OFFG. COLLECTOR, GTIAZIPUR,
To
Tur OFFG. COMMISSIONER, BINARES DIVISION,
Sin Dated Ghnzipur, the 14th November, 1874,
b
I wtavr: the honour {o submit the report on rearcity, and statements showing
Prelimrey. tho result of relicf operations in the Ghasipur District during

] the year 1873-74, ns preseribed by order of Government, North-
14 ¢ \§ v
Western Provinces, No. 61 A,, dated Gth Octobier, 1871,
o H , . . e
2. Jtis to bo regrettad that wo have not yet oltained any accurato statistics
Teeto existe ngreat pg.  BVON the area under cullivation of each kind of ediblo
;L'(::g-\::lu:mmw etathtieal  grainy and of other kind of crope, and the average outturn
per acre,  In the procont year, and in the discussion of the
present subjeet, reliable information tipon theso subjects would havo been of much value,
3. Bven thongliwe are not furnivhed with aceurate statisties, it may, T think, bo
Flitte gratne groven da Ghae concluded with a considerable amount of certainty that
Flpen i gd 3are top tho ediblo gmins grown in tho distriet are in no year sufli-
thie population, cient for the maintenance of the people, and that even in
tho best years thero is a largo importation of grain.
4. Tho population of tho district i< 1,315,401, Allowing five maunds per annwa
JUS— for’(lm avernze anntal conuumgtx?n, (rho arain required for
tin ot food about 7,060  their support would como to 6,725,005 maunds, and allow-
nd ~
s ing 2,760,000 mnunds for the food of horses and other
animals, the total annual conswmption of food must be about 7,000,000 maunds.

Tho cultivated arca of the district amounts to one million acres.  This area,

5.
Cultirated area one million if exclucively devoted to the production of cdiblo grains,
BT, would moro than suffico for the maintenance of tho wholo
opulation. .
et vout 155,000 3 6. Asa fact, a considerable extent is not devoted to
75’ 4 - . . a
dc?ol'.gdcg Sealtivation of the production of edible graius. I estimate the area of the
oulier prodacts. cultivation approximately as follows :—
Aeree,
Dnder opinm o 29’83’3
cutton aer e e D
> indi - 10,000
., indigo ase o o v A
y  oilcceds and roes o 40,000
;, sugar (which oceupies the land for two years) ... 100,000

Total ... 175,000

————

Grain is imported to supply the doficiency of grain caused by this appropriation of

land to other crops.

7. The following statement cxhibits the importation and tho exportation of

Gralns cxporied and  ime grain during the months of November and Decomber, 1870,
mn . .
ported in November ond De- v river o and from the city of Ghazipur, and on the

ber, 1870, at Ghanpur by o . .
gf:clrv, T on the chief roads main lines of road leading to the city.

leading to the city.

o Imports. Maunds.
By river o e e e 33,((;3;:%
On the Gorakhpur road.. e - 1;257

On the Azamgarh road
Total ... 41,588

it

Zrports.
By river S,ggg
On the Gorakhpur rond or o 2,

Total ... 12,212
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.nfx:d; :rl;"s:rd-‘: ::;v::;ﬁ 8 The following tabular statement exh b ts the quantit ¢s
;‘3:11‘7‘1’ by Last Indan of edible grains imported and exported from the three stat ons

1869 and 1870 — of the East Indian Railway 1n the distriet deriog the years

1863 180
Inports Mls s,
Zamansah . - - - v " - 118804 5395
D Msrongar - - - - 824 34804
Gabmar .. . - 10380 49 501
Total W] 13765 | usmmy
Exports
Zamamah - - . - e $3.226 10218
Ditdarnagar ™ - - - 805 1418
Gabmar " - ~ 259 ~o02
‘Tatat - 36532 13723

The years 1869 and 1870 wers, though not prodactive years yet not t1ach below the
average, and there 13 no reason to suppose that the proportion of 1mports to exports
was 1n those gears ather than usual

The Gh,ﬂ,u,p stact 9  The Ghazpur District, compared with most distriets
» wakhy 1n the North Western Proviness, 13 a rich district

10  Nevertheless, even i the most prosperons years thero are m the disirict a

Buttheresalargopan  Ja7ge part of the population who Ine habitually 1n a state of
per population, great poverty  The lo v caste agricultural laborers, the willage
weavers families, wfirm persons de ding for therr support on alms, theorphan families
and widows of persons who have been in private or Government service even in the
‘best times hive from band to mouth and are often unable to procare sutficient food

11 The rates of wages wh ch prevail in the rural districts and cate the poverty
Tworates of wageapre  0f the people  Ind go planters commonly pay four fifths of an
vailng anna (4 Gorakhpurt prce) per day to mato weeders and threo
Peo to common weeders and that ab & e when Giere e more demand for labar than
usual, a ploughman with & pair of oxen recenes for b meelf and h s catilo tvo annas
evcepting when the Farvest1s be ng eot.  Laborers aro iz many parisof the & strict
commouly paid 1a pree, nat tn graw, sud conscquently 2 ruse 10 prices at onco affects
the laboriag classes 1nyuriously
12 For a success on of years before 1873 the harvests 1 the Ghazipur District
For scvenl years po 1iad been either poor or only tolerable  Thero had not for ten
bemper barrest yeara or 5o been a bumper harvest.
13 Mr Dathost mentwons 1n his sunnal admimistration report for 1872 73,
-1t TWhen 1 joined, complants of a poor rabs barvest, and stories of a runed rice
erop 1 the khanf, wero frequent
11 'The following oxtract from tho letter of an mtelligent native of Ghazpar,
of tho 12th July, 1873, gives a farr acconnt of haw tha ra ns
S L ente  commenced, and of mo':;pemnm for the season whuch wera
o ihe 125 Jaly (hea entertuned —
« OUTSTATION GOEsIP
“ Gaazirvn
122% July —*The rans havo at last set 1n, and wo bave been aaved from st
least » pastaal famine  The first ghawer of the season fell on the T ‘»xnd
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since then we have had min every day. Although the ground has not ret been
thoroughly saturated, the operations for. the kharif sowing have commenced in
earnest. The late drought has, however, done considerable injury, and we do not
expect a good harvest this season. In the villages the trees have been robbed of their
leaves for the food of the cattle, and nothing is left of the “ pipal’ except its huge
track.  The price of grain is already rising in the market:”

15. The rainy season, which commenced a month later than asual, while it lasted
was heavy, but it terminated on the 13th of August, 1873, two months before the
usual fime.

Statement of svemge 16. The following tabulm: statement exhibits the average
monthly fall during raioy  rainfall each month of the rainy season of the present and of
eeason for three years. . v

the past two years in contrast :—

Monthe. 1872, 1573. 1574,
June .. oo e 32 1 inch. s
July .. e o 104 10-2 71
August ... e e 90 109 129
September e e o 62 33 973
Qctober ... [ (02 [§] 764

17. The result of the late commencement and of the early

EKbarif crop. o . .
P termination of the rainy season were as follows :—

There was a generally scant khurif harvest,
The sugar-cane crop was a bad one.
The whole rice crop in the district was destroyed.

18. The question as to what is the extent of land under rice cultivation is one
of the greatest interest and importance, but there are no ma-

Area of land under rics L. 2 .. . . .
cultivation approximately  terials available for determining it with certainty. In the
130,000 acres. statement of land 2nd crops which a few years ago was
aunually submitted to the Revenue Board, the area under rice cultivation is entered at
150.006 acres. This estimate is merely approximate, but it is probably not very far

from the trath.
19. TIn this district rice is grown only in the level upland tracts of kankar for-
mation, and never in the low alluvial soils which have been
Ricegrovnin upland: g med by the deposits of the Ganges and of the Gogra.

90. The parts of the district in which rice is chiefly grown are the parganas
In the vorthcrn parge- OO the morth, which border the Azamgarh District. There is
nas T also a good deal in the south of Pargana Zamaniah, south of

the Ganges.
91. On former occasions, when the crops had partially failed in Ghazipar, as in
1867, food was supplied and prices kept down by large im-
citlvu fﬁfgf;:;ﬁ:&?f&“& portation of rice from Bengal, both by rail and by river. In
rice from Bengal. 1873 the failure of the Bengal rice crop cut off this supply.

99. Tnder the combined influence of these causes food became searce and dear,
Wheat sells at 10 seers 80d from the 15th to the 21st October wheat was selling at
and 6 chittacks. 10 seers and 6 chittacks to the rupee, about fifty per cent.
above the price in the corresponding week of 1874.
93. The prospects at this time were very gloomy ; the ground had become
Prospects verygloomyin Proken hard by the sun after the? cessation of the rains, and
October 1873. could only be ploughed for the rabi crop after it had been first

watered from a well or iank,
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820 The bavge dmportation of Punjab prain howeser did mare good by prevent-
ingr the hoanting of greain, snd by maintaining unitormity and moderation in the prics
of greain than even by providing fool for L30,000 peaplo,

33 When the scarcity firt bogun, peopl who had greain began to hoanl it, and

Hivir ting of pealn mae n u.n.'m: case apeetlators hought up eysin for (he purpose of

,'\‘.'.;::S!;,’ by Yanjsh fim- W"rmg it andd welling at the heieht of the tamine, I the dis-

’ trivt ad heen left o the tender moreies of the Tocal holders of

peiny there was pvpey roseon to heliove that the price woull have ron up from ten

meers o dive for the vupee s bat when one the "anjab grain began to come lurgoly inlo

the market, the lo il hohlors of gereain found all their nttempts fo ran up prices veero

ueeless, Tiwe distries price of greain was rogulated by the Panjab pries (adding charges

and profits of the fmpact), The hoinders brought their geain fnto the market, and thoso
who bronght to store were foree | to soll,

g om . , . .
3. The tabular statoment fn Apprndix A, slows the price of grain throughont

Starement of prlec of  the Year, amd at a glanee it will apprar how little we have

T, . : .

F suffered fram sudden panies and rises of price.

5. Tae rabi erop whish had boen sown with w2 muck difficulty, and with so
The winter ralee qayt Jitthe hope, proved eontrary ta sl expectation, the most abun-
csopag 2 doene, . ., “
PRE 3L dant there have been in the district for several years,

In the lan I cabmerged by the October floold, awl in thase irrigated from wells,
there was w prospect of a fair erop, even if rain did not fall ; but even in theso lands
the outtnrn was lnesly inereased by the showers which foll on the 11th and 31st
of danuary and an the 3thand 6th of Febroary ; while in the land which had not heen
submmorged, por perteetly irrigated, these showers made all the difference between o
bounteous crop andno erop atall. The total quantity of rain which fell was ouly
eiaht urehes, but it full at the rizht time and in the rizht way, The showers fell
bri~Llyv, and then the elon s, the continued preswmee of which alwaya canses blizht in
the cold woather, cleare Lawayv.  The pea crop and the achar erop was to some extent
injure b by froot on the Tth or Sth of January, but this partial Joss was not taken
vount of in the general plenty of the harvest.

36, Trom what I have sated, it will appear that the distress which required
Distreriof twofuld elarac.  Telief during the past year in this distriet was of 4wo distinct
ter . gractalandepecial, Linds—I., general 5 and I1., special. All over the district
the poorer elasees cuffored from the high prices which prevailed during the year. In
those villages in which rice is the chiel cropa local ealamity took place which affected
every one, poor and rich, but wost of all the poor weavers and Jow-caste laborers,
and those dependant for their support upon alms,

37, Every Hindu village forms n littlo compact community, in which the in-
Dictrces in sifses where  terests of all the residents are bound together. When the rice
nvic‘:: g;?,ﬁlﬂf;“‘,;f" M erop failed, the zemindars could not collect their rents, they
peanet. lost the produce of there scer lands, aud had to advance
money for secd aud to buy grain for their own food ; cultivators had to buy food and
seed corn, but had nothing to sell 5 they fell into debt to the village money—le.mlcrs.
The people who suftered most wera weavers, the very poorest. The begaars, who live by
getting a <hare of the abundance of their neighbours, got no share when .thcre was ‘no
abundance : people who were hand put to it to get food and sced corn dispensed with
the purchase of new cloth, and thus the weavers lost all sale for their goods. ’_[ihc
poorer zemindars and many of the cultivators in the preseat year got their families
to do field work, which in ordinary years they were accustomed to have dono by the
hired labor. The zemindars and cultivators who had no capital had always eredit.
The laborers have neither capital nor credit. When employed they received as much
wages as in other veurs, but there was less employment, as cultivators and zemil?dm:s
were doing their own work, and the pay received did not go so far. When grain is
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cheap they can live even though all members of the famly are not daly employed, or
even when food 15 dear they could hve if employment were fall and eonstant, but in
the present year they bavo had, 1n the rice-growing willages, to stmgglo agawmst a
concurrence of scant employment and dear food

38 The mensores adopted for the relief of the poor dunng the year have
Reliet of twoknds wish been—1, rehef worksto persons able to Iabor, 11, gratm-

it
sxacion of dabor, UROW 4ons relief of thoso who could not work,

39 The tabular statement in Appendix B, exlubits the number of persons
Rehet work emploved each week from January to July —
40 Sanction for the commencement of relief works at the discretion of the
Magstrate was conveyed by Government telegram of the 3rd
The works February, 1874, and works were commenced throughout tho
district on the 9th February, 1874

Rehef works of two kinds 41, ‘The worhs commenced were of two konds —

I —Those 1utended to give temporary work to the unemployed poor all over
the dstriet till the cutting of the rabr harvest

IL—Those 1ntended to mve permanent employment 1n the rice-growing tracts
to the unemployed poor, tll the comng 10 of the kharif harvest.

42 Tho Brst class of works were stopped in accordance with the orders of tho
Relief Commassion, who v1sited the district on the 22nd Febe

Temporary works
ruary they comprised —

L—The repar of the road from Ghazipur to Ballia vid Rasra
L—The deepemng of two tanks ab Rasra and at Gahmar
IIL—The rasing and improvement of the road from Mahammadabad to
Kasimabad, and thence to Mardeh.
IV —The widening and rawsmg of embankments on roads at Sahatwar and
near Byna
43 The second class of works mncluded the following

Termanent works
works —

L—The embsnkment of the Sayyidpur and Babariabad road through a long
Il
TL—Tho construction of two embankments through jhuls near Sayyidpur
III —The formation of an embanked road from Pardhanpur on the Bagu ud
Rasra to Nagara 1 the Azamgarh District.

1V.—Tho unprovement and embanking of the Garwar and Sikandurpur roads

V —The construction of an cmbankment through a jhul to a budgo near
Bansdsh.

44 A rehiof work commenced 1n Sonth Zamanish was given up, 8 1t was found

that the nnemployed laborers in that part of the conctry had gone to work on the
Son Canal in Shahabad,

45 The rato of wages pud was first fised at ono apna and n half for men, ono
apna for women  tho rato of wages fised by tho Relief Com-
mitteo 10 February wos ono anna and one-Gfth for men, four-
fifths of an anna for women, and threo fifths of an anna fur children By tho orders of
His Honoe the Licutensat-Governor the rates were reduced in the commencement of
May to four-fifths of an annma for men, three-fifths for women, and two-fifths for
chuldren //“

Rate paid at relict work,
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46, Aftor this reduotion of tho rate of wagos, the attendanco upou all the other

Incrensed. dnily attend-  Tolief works gradually diminished, an
anco nt Lakhnesar works.  glosad. 7 » and they wore ono by ono

Tho attendanco upon the works in Pargana Lakhnesar continued to increase
during tho months of Junc and July, till thoy were finally closed on the 22nd July.

47. Tho cause of tho extraordinary demand for omploymont in Lakhnesar
General de n':ind tor em- appears to have been tho great density of the population in
tin Lakl : istri . .
'::;o"é?::(r‘?po;umtl hncear due ;mn) othcrpm'ts’of the dl-Stl'l(:!L For example, in the adjacent

argann of Zahiirabad, rice is grown as much as in Lakhne-
sar, but olsowhere, after rain fell, the peoplo found employment, and ceased to attend
tho relief works,

In Lakhnesar, on tho other hand, the attendance continued to incresse. The
number of persons per square milo in Lakhnesar is 771,with the single exception of
Pargana Ballia, the densest population of any rural pargana in the North-Western
Provinces. .

48. The tomporary works closed on tho 22nd Fobruary were under the manage-
ment of tho tahsil officials, The permanent works contin:cd
after that dato were managed by overscers of the Depart-
ment Public Works under the orders of the District Engincer.

Works how managed.

49, Tho coolics on arrival at the work on the early morning received a tin ticket,
and got their pay for the day in the evening on delivering it up.

50. The Pardhanpur road was completed as far as Rasra, and part of tho way
Permanent works how to Nagara : the remainder will be finished by the Department
Public Works.

far completed.

-

Tho embankments in tho neghbourhood of Sayyidpur wero completed, bnt require
dressing in the present year. The embankment near Bansdih will be completed from

district funds.

51. Al the works, so far as they went, were useful.  Even, when owing to the fall-
ing-offin the attendance of laborers, or from any other cause, the
work was stopped, the part executed is a lasting benefit. The
total expenditure on all works was Rs. 13,115-12-1.  The whole cost was defrayed by
Giovernmont from the Local Funds of the district.

Works all useful,

52. Tho first measure adopted for the relief of the infirm poor was the distribu-
Gratuitous relicf, Re. 500, tion of Rs. 500 to tho. Police officers qf 'the district on the Jth
through officers in cbarge  of February, 1874, with orders to uss it in case of necessity in
of Police-stations. the relief of any persons in their jurisdiction who appeared to
be starving. This money was advanced by the Collector on his own responsibility, but

rofunded afterwards by the Relief Committee.

53. On the receipt of the Resolution of Government No. 41A., dated 10th

Formation of District February, 1874, sanctioning the formation of Relief Committees,

Committec. and promising a supplemental grant equal to the amount of
district contribution, action was taken.

54. A Central Committee was formed on the 14th of February, 1874, under the
presidency of R. Saunders, Esquire, District Judge, and local Committees were also
formed at all the tahsili towns of the district, consisting of Tabsildars and Native
Civil Judges and influential residents.

55. The total amount of district collections was Rs. 5,372-6-10. Of this amount
District collection, Rs, R1S. 1,224-4-0 was contributed and collected by Mr. R.
5,372-6-10- Saunders, the Distriet Judge, and other officials and pleaders
connected with the Civil Courts. 1MMr, Saunders tendered to the Central Committee
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05. Emigration {o Mauritiug, tho West Indies, and Demerara in some slight
Emigration nt present on  degree affords an outlet for the surplus population, butis

a very smail seale, wholly inadequate for tho necossities of tho ease. In the
year 1873-74 tho total number of emigrants rogistered was 1,510, rather more than
tho one-thousandth part of the population, What is now required is the organization
of a completo system of intornal emigration, by which the surplus population of this
distriet and of others similarly over-peopled can be transforred to and loeated in
somo of the many fortilo but seantily-peopled parts of country north and south of the
Ganges valley.

66. I have the honor to forward horowith a dotailed statoment of relief
account,

I bave, &e.,
W. OLDHAM,
Ofg. Collcctor.

P, 8.—1 omitted to mention that in Jannary and February, 1874, Rs. 2,000 was

advanced as takavi for construction and vepair of wells, and for help in irrigation.
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220d ¢o 290 ditta
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» Bthtg pp to

» 12th o ygyy dito

19th to pypy dita

» 10t o ggy ditto
th 45 43y dito
24th to 304, ditto

v Bt gy gy Jantary 154
b to 3y dito

+ th o g duto

» st o gy ditto

» Wthie gy Februarp 15,4
» 4t qoy ditty

» IMh g 7y ditto

B

Jth to 94y dato
Bth to g March a2
e

8h to 144 o
v Isthgg gy, dittg
» 22l 1o gogy b

3
Bhio g May 1a74
Stk o zo ditp
» 13th 0 gy ditto
204 10 341y dtto
2Bt 30g yoe LI
dto gy dito
T0th to 150 dito
» 17h to 9959 ditto
Utk to 30y tto
st to gy Jaly gy
8th to ae gy dittq -
18th to g3y ditto .

Fudito 28th dizo
29th to 4th Angusl, 1874 -
Bhtory o

12th ¢ 8ty dittg.

9 to oy, Ho
ohta g -
It o Tth Sq-lcmher g

Bhg gy dige 015
15th to a1, do oI5
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APPENDIX D.

s employed cach weel: on Relief TWorks, from 15th January, 1874, to 21st July, 1874,

ing the average number of person

Statement show
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Statement eheareing the number of peoplerho recoival gratuitons relicf in cash from JFe-
bruary to Septeiler, 1874,

Namlsrel
" . . Averipe per y
Fame of place, ;“Xz;u‘; Amount, s porran, demnarke
Bey s p D HE

Glatipne 3} g 0 0 015 8 N

S atiat ol e 154 1t o o1 & '

Tiarsuda v a1 200 0 1 oy

Bantnng et T 40 0 o 5

Mal amma e d e cin th 1 9 01 &3

7 mla " (& 83 0 o o 6 43 } The Jorgest anl 'n pmalient
Tl tiep oy vor ) 212 0 [ wnrpiven tsasir ole family
tyria e H 0N 6o 2313 23 0% ordnWidudia B 3, nnd B
) R | . nra LR ] 0 o 41 ‘ Grrakhparl § o, 00 7 0f an
Grhirar s 2 L e LI B rnng, gy cetivedy,

Vard! 4 pny e 403 10 0 0 o0 4}

Karfrial sl s 1n? 4 DO 00 6}
taddpue »or 17 2 03 00 !

R vpae sor ¥4 210 LI B

Garnar - 142 4 7 3 00 6 |{)

Tetal o 4,070 1200 0 2 01} Geseralaverane.
Guarrrrn Cottrenitate, } VY. OLDIIAYY,
The 2% Deceden, 1004, Oficating Colleclor,

t—

IIr.
Statement elacing the meenber of people w-ho verived unceoled fool from Xilruary to
Sptrnler, 1671

- Avetaze Rumicr Agrerensto
Seetl N o of place, nuender of of nember of
o, perapne, d,-\ IR prrsons,
1 | Gharlyur aee ves e e 201 2% 45,468
o | shediatal " €5 16 x,srm
3 Jatalatal rea ae sor pors ﬂg‘ 31 é.llg
4 | Nand,manj e vor e vou 2 & (5
& Manhy - - s s z ]; ,4:0
[4 Biran oo e e son EO} n : 439
7 RRarenda o e o A 4 45
3 . 3244 02 16,576
B | Sulprr " ves v o 2
oo 401 S7 1,504
9 S‘m iat e vee e 1 o 3%
10 I\me';xr ™ e e :“ 1334 b sors
11 Zanstfa [ “e s 118 o3 e
12 | Galvar v I [ ves 4 b 25
. 45 a7 1,675
13 | Dbaapur vor " e e ol 44 Vs
13 DL RIMAr e e - e £o} 58 e
15 ! Maohanmsdabad e . ea “ 2 N
16 Riron v ose o e - ;5 ‘941
17} Komnta il . o e " ;‘ 33 320
18 }\‘ iehl o . . :.: P b 16,140
19 | Kasra v ose 14 61 810
20 | Ravimalzud s vor . oo 15 b o
21 | Bihadergam) e e N . % “ ois
22 | Garnar v "o e s 50 24,461
23 | Balia i+ 5 41
25 Bycia o see wes ::: iH 5 920
a5 | JHaldl s . vor g6 23 1,044
2- Reotl e " e "o-: P e 2457
27 1 Thndlih o m o ot 3 et
2 Maniar e 0o ser -»: 116 o 2500
22} Sabatwar oo e " . 1403 19 e
S0 | Sukpurs " et oor o )
l 959
Total ... o) 145
Guazirtr Corrrcronate: } V. QLDHAY,
The 5th Decersber, 1874, Ofciating Collector,
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' No. 680.

Frox

Tee OFFG. COLLECTOR or MIRZAPUR,
To

Tae SECRETARY 1o GOVERNMENT,

Nonrn-Wrsrers Provisces,
Dated Mirzapur, the 11th December, 1874.
Sig,

I mave the honor, with reference to your telegram of 27th November, to sub-
mit the following report on the operations for the relicf of secarcity in this district
during 1873-74, originally called for in your Cireular No. (44A., dated 6th October,
1874, Since I took charge of the Collector’s office, on 6th instant, I have had to contend
with an unusual pressure of work, and have thus been compelled to let some delay oceur
in the submission of my reply.

2. Before dwelling on the events of 1873-74, I think it necessary to mention
that the scarcity that prevailed in that year was not an icolated calamity, but only the
culmination of a series of disasters that had befallen the crops in this district in
1872-78. Extracts from my annual adininistration report for*1872-73 were printed
in the Board's report of that year; and to them I would refer as explaining my view of
the gravity of the emergeney when the excellent promise of the kharif of 1873-74 was
blasted by the untimely cessation of the rains.

3. Imay here briefly repeat that the rabi in the spring of 1872 was much below
the average; that the yield of the kharif of 1872 in the Ganges valley, and the uplands
which stretch from the Ganges valley to the south of the district, nowhere exceeded an
eight-anna crop, and in some parts was less; that no rain fell from 20th September,
1872, to Tth July, 1873; and that, in consequence of the drought thus produced, the rabi
crop on the nplands, being unirrigated, and in the Ganges valley wherever there are not
wells for irrigation, was & disastrous failure, while 43,778 head of cattle perished in
the hot weather for want of fodder and water ; that great distress prevailed in the south,
to alleviatd which works were carried on in the Barhar estate and Dudhi ; and, finally,
that the grain stocks were pearly if not quite exhausted. The district was thus ill
adapted to bear the calamity of another bad scason.

4. T think it wonecessary to describe the character of the rainy season of 1873.
1 have already done so in a memorandum which bas been incorporated in the annual
administration report of the distriet. It is sufficient heve to state that the rains began
late. viz., about the middle of July, and ended in the middle of September; and that the
rainfall being unequally distributed nnd ocenrring chiefly in July, great damage resulted
to all the crops, but especially to rice and kodon, the staples in the south.

5. The district may be divided into three scetions: (1) Bbadohi, north of the
Ganges valley. (2); the Ganges valleys (8) the upland stretching from the first range
of hills to the Kaimors and the hilly tract south of the Son.

6. The outturn of the kharif in these sections was as follows :—
I.—In Bhadohi, a ten to twelve-anna crop.

I1.—1In the Ganges vallef, an eight-anna crop,” except in Kariat Sikhar, where ail
was destroyed by o high flood of the Ganges, and in the great rice-producing pargana
of Bhinli, where only a four-anna crop was obtained.

111.—In the uplands and south, a crop ranging from four annas in Upraudh, Dudhi,
&c., to eight annas in Barhar and parts of Singrauli.
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7 This fulare, superverung on the disasters of 1872-73, produced so much distress,
that I, s Novembur, 1873, obtamed swnction to the opeang of rehef works m the fol.
lowing parts of the district —

On the part of Governmer t,—In Dudhy, + ¢, m the extreme south of the district,
1 Uprandh betneen the first range of hulls and the Karmors .

On the part of the Kantit Estate —In Saltesgarh on the first range of hills  This
pargana 1s chiefly the property of the Kantit Raja

On the part of the Agors Barhar Estate—In Barhar, between the first range and
the Kaunors , in Agors, south of t« Kmmors , 1a Kon, south of the Son

Tho propractor of the Agort Barbar estate 19 the prmcipal landholder . these
tracts

8 In Uprandh one of the works was the completion of a road from Lalgwy on
the Dicean road to Haha, a bazar in the south, which wis tcgun n the fimme of
1868 69, Lut left wnfimehed Al the otter works, whether undertaken on the part of
Gosernment or of the Birhar and Kantt estates, were designed to ncrease and
improye the racans av alable for the storing of water tanksand embankments, thewe being.
the best preventve of the recurrence of the calamty from which the district was suffer-
mg  Some worhs of this ind had been exccuted m 1868-69 and had been of ncaleu-
Inblo service 1n the drought of 1873 to travellers and cattle, and 1 some mensure for
arrigation

9 The Lnlgany ond Halia road wwas made under the spervision of tho District
Enguncer, and was tho only work on which the ngency of the Public Works Department
swas employed  The other works were supervised by my as<istants, and by officials of the
Revonuo Department and the Court of Wards, ns follons —

3 Moule, Jant Magustrate —The tauks deepened and enlarged 1a Upraudh

Mr Mulock, Assustant Collector —The works for the Barhar estate i Barhar and
Agon

Mr Necholson, Manager of Kantut Estate—The works in Sahtesgarh

Manager of Darhar Evtate —The works m Taluka Kon

Deputy Collectar Mehdv Al and ¢l ¢ Sazawal of Dudlie ~~The works 1n Dudh
. P

(losed 10 Darhar and Agor, and thie sttendunco at.those Wlich it 123 conadcred adyrv-
411 to hoep open 1 Upraadb and Sahtesgark untl the rains set 1, dimum hed

11 In Kon, but expecully n Duih, both south of the Son, the rals cultnatin
<was so deficient m extent, on account of tho drought atthe time of sowing {1 1t the out
trn  d Wil o remedy the consequ noes of tho total falure of the hanif, and the works
Joad £ bo hept open unbl tho rawm fell 1 June, when all wero cloed

12 In Kon onc worh, et , the execution of n large tank at Ramgarh, sufficed to
give employment to the dustre «d

13 To Dudbyan extensise hilly and jangly teactan? rparsely people , renreity of
food became 80 severe, that 11 & peoy lebegran to emigrate n Al in Large wnandu es , ar |
{here was everv renson fo believe 11 1t this tract for the development «Fwdich et ¢
alle expenituze bas been nearred 1n recent years, woul Lo rman ntly T s Jarge
mber of the beet caltnators  Wilh the view of relieving the duatrsa wl b was
dring them awar, the numbir of works i progress was nercasd, unfil fr m t 2 1o
1ache nere carned on at duffirnt places  Thus was the Lir, st namla s that evu' 0«
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- controlled with any semblance of eflicicuey ; but though they provided employment for a
number of the lahoring poor, they were not suflicient to attract he starving enltivators
e . . .. . e ! :
These belong chiefly to the semi-aboriginal {ribes, are extremely shy and suspicions, and
will not go far from their homes to labor,  Inetead of opening move works which could
not be supervised, and would only have provided for their support 4§l the rains, the conrse
was ndopted of making takavi advances fo sapurdars (headmen) and respectable cultiva-
tors, which enabled them to support themselves and their dependents until a new crop
was mathered in. - The expenditure on this account will be shown further on,

14, Althongh the outturn of the rabi was such that distress was generally much’

mitigated in Barhar and Agori, yet the henefit from this harvest was unequally distri-
buted,—the mbi enltivation bearing but & small proportion to the kharif,—and in many
quartera great hard«hip bad to be endured. With the viow, therefore, of enabling zemin-
dars to improve the means aof storing water (ihe preventive of future Jows), and to employ
and feed their Iaborers, takavi ndvancees, not exceeding Re. 500 cach, were distributed to
60 persons for works of improvement without exuction of interest.

15, The grain sfocks in the south of the district being exhausted, and the importa-
tion to local markets being uncertain, local supplies for the feeding of the laborers
emplayed on the relief works could not be depended on, or used without the risk of
greatly enhaneing the price to the public generally, It was therefore necessary to
import grain especially for the nee of the Inborers employed.

16. Grain was collected and stored at three places :—

1st.—At Dudhi, grain was collected to the value of s, 7,000, chiefly from the south
of Sirgujs and Iatanpur, a smnll part being the remainder of a supply collected in
1872-73.

9nd.—At Kon, grain was collected to the value of Is. 4,000 from parts of the
district in the north, where the supply was more abundant, and importation by rail was
practicable.

3rd.—At Rebertaganj, grain was stored which was brought front the Punjab througly
a merchant in Mirzapur.  This was done with the view of providing for the labprers
on the works in the Robertsganj Tabsil that would have been opened if the rain had
not completely changed the prospects of the rabi; and also for the purpose of supplying
the wants of any of the oullying parts i the south where distress might show itself in
a sovere form in the hot weather. Besides importfng grain for labarers on the part
of Government, thoe importation of grain by merchants in private trade was stimulated
by the grant of advances to banias in Kon and Dudhi, both south of the Son. The
«upply in that tract was known to be Jow, and as importation is rarely carried on during
the hot weathor and rains, and only under great difficulty from the length of the journcy
and the clharacter of the country to be traversed, it was considered advisablo to aid the

banias in making larger importations at the usual season than unassisted they could
have made.

17. The expenditure on these different oporations was as follows :~

Relief Works.

Rs.  a. p.

- By Government for works in Dudhi .. 6511 8 3
Ditto ditto  Upraudh vee cor e 7471 0 9

Total Government outlay .. Rs, 13982 9 0

) Rs. a p.

From Surplus Funds of Barhar estate ... .. 10282 2 1

Ditto ditto IKantit estate ... 2777 1 0
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Takary Advances ~Trom Government, which will be recovered —

Thott of ths tag 10 Do m Dodbrand Kon . Rs 38000
been recovered.

t THs an ount waszane To sapurdars and cultrvators in Dudb » 7,069¢
toned and reported, but §
Do 200, tﬁ“’:ﬂ;’“’ refunded Ty zemundars for works of improvement » 1023t

Total - Rs 21,103

Importatien. of Gram

From Government Funds —For Dudhy, Rs 7,000, the whole of which was recovered
by retail sale

For Robertsgany, Ra 8,789-0-7, of nluch Rs 1,215 were recovered by sale of gram,
and Rs 7,544-1-7, the vale of th gram unsold, which was forwarded to Bihar ander.
the orders of Government, 13 & charge agunst the Bongal Fanune Acconnt

From funds of Barhar Listate —Tor Kom, Rs 4,000, the wholo of which was
recovered by the sal of the grain

Oouttmg the sum imvested m gram, the wholo of which was recovered, the outlay
from Government fands, of which the larger portion 13 recoverable, amounted fo
Rs 80,085-9-0,and from fandsof estates under the Court of Wards, 1t was Rs 13,000-3-1

No other fands were drawn on,—the favorablo outturn of the rabr, and the importa~
tion resulting from the dunimation of the rmilswry chargo for carriage, having rendered
2t mnnecessary to have recourso ta other rebief mcasures

18 Beudes tho foregong, tho Pul e Works Department employed o overseer
or supervisor 1 drawing up [ Tojcts for the 1y nt of tho i trict
hons, which might Liuvo been carried out if distress had mereased mstead of dimnishe
1ng after the cold weather crop was gathered i Somo of these | rojects may hereafter
be undertahen as ordmary worhs , and Iam not aware how much was spcnt on their
preparation, or whether 1t 18 to ba consulered as famme exponditure

19 Tho followng 1s » brief account of the works which bave been execated by
the laborers reheved

Upraudh —Lalgan) and Halia Road, Re 2,759-8-0

This ron, which 13 12 miles long, counects two mpartant centres of local trade
Tormerls 1t was merely a track amongst tho £ells, much cut ny and mprsable for
carts It hus now been rai o and wadened, and mad. passablo for carts thronghout
in the dry scrsons of tho your

Tank at MakesTpur —Cost Ry 2,3%6-0 6 Thus 13 an old tank on tho Doccan
r01d, between the Katra pass and the B lan riser It bas now been so enlarged and
doepened, that waler 13 suro to remmn in 1t throughout the bot weather It will there-
fore, m <casons of drought, bomvaluabl for cattle and trasellers, especially thoso bringe
1ng goods on bullocks

Tank at Dbt —R+ 19502 6 Thus tank 13 about s mile from the Dicean ron,
but 1t 13 10 tho mudst of a tract where tho cattlo suffirod much n tho drou_lt of 1673
It hias now I cn 80 docpened us fa retam water for the wholo yerr  Soma will al o Lo
availallo for ieagation w dry years

Tank ot Nar—Ts 10556  But Lttle had bren dono to thus tank when thy arere
val of tho rains closed operations  Tho copacity for stortng wator has beca inercased

Dl —I extract tho followng remarks from o scparato report on the works
constructed 1n the Dudlu tapas, snbmutted with my No. 575, dated 22ad Job 187
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, Village.
Harbori. Six embankments, ranging from 270 to

400 feet in length, hy which § bighas have been
mado fit for cultivation of rice ...

Karkori. Six embankments, from 140 to 400 feet
in length, by which 150 bighas have become fit
to produce rico

Supa Chua. A tank seven fit deep and 220% 180
feet in superficial dimensions. The scarcity of
water every year in the neighbourhood is great.
The prosperity of the village will be greatly pro-
moted ... N o

Barwen. Three embankments, from 120 to 270
feet in length, by which 50 bighas have become
fit to bear rice .

Kirwil. Threc embankments, from 177 feet to 429
feet in length, which will irrigate 75 bighas of
rice

Garhaiya. One embankment, 400 feet long, and
irrigating 20 bighas ...

Muirpur. Tank. This will be invaluable for the
cattle of the numerous kham villages in this
neighbourhood, where they often suffer in the hot
season for want of water

Rani Toli. Clearing oubt and deepening a tank.
This is one of the only three places on the direet
road from Chopan to Dudhi, 32 miles, where
water can ever be procured in the cold season.
In 1873-74 it dried up so soon, that not a drop
of water heing procurable within ten miles, the
work, when little advanced, had te be closed ...

Majhauli. Tank, 150/ % 125”7 X 67, This is the
only store of water for about a dozen villages ...

Pakri. Embankment, which will avail to save the
crops of a few bighas in dry seasons

Dhurpa. Embapkment in a sapurdari village,
which will irrigate 20 bighas

Lilasi. Tank. Thisis an old tank, 257 X 224 feet
in superficial avea. It has heen decpened from
three to four feet

Chainpur. Embankment in an excellent position,
which was not quite finished, but which it is ex-
pected the supardar will complete ...

Kanwa. Embankment in a good place, but the
Majhwari of Bajin are wild denizens of the
jungles, unaccustomed to earth-work, and the
result, thoug has good as could be espected, not
quite equal to the expenditure

Adbaura, BEmbankment. The same remarks
apply here as in Kanwa

Rs. g,

870 10

569 15

784 15
360 12
531 3

204 5

339 8

200 0
400 3
209 14

429 13
529 7

345 14

400 13

333 156

-3



“ Vorks tn estafes under ihe Court of Wards —The works wn the Kantit estates 1
" Saktesgarh were the followmg —

Rs a p

Deepemng tank ab Baktesgarh " . 87112 9

Embarkment and outlet at ditto - 28510 0

Ditte at Amiha o ™ e 20211 0

Diito  at Dodra Himank o w 47911 3

Biwkmg well at Koslabwa & .. w 3099 4 D

Ditto at Dadra Hinauk . 400 ¢
These are all works which conduco to the improvement of the estate, and wonld
have boen uudertaken under any They were relief works 1 so far

hat no one needing Iabor was rejcted becauso wnable to gue a fall rato of work , and
thus the ordmary rates were exceeded

Works in the Barkar estate —Theso also ara all works which 1t would have been
advisable to undertake for the advantage of the estate, without referenco to the fact
ihat thoy condaced to the rchief of distress By employing all n distrevs who cama
for work, the cost of several was considerably enhanced, and this enkanced cost 1s tha
measure of tho rehef winch the funds of the estate were made to supply  The follow-
108 19 & bricf notreg of the several works ~

Pargana. Vllage Rs s p
Barhar Barsnl,near Rijpr  Embankmentwith masonry
outlet . .. - 2764 1 6

The 18 & large worl, which intercepts the water
cotung from the hills south of Bijpur A for-
mer Raje had dammed the stream, bot wmith 3
bank of mwsufficient strength, avd hus work had
olmost disappesred I years of drought this
will supply water for tho irmigation of several
mportant villages

Répur Tank Ths was the enfargement of an
old tank  The work was closed when the reces-
sty for further expenditure a3 a means of relief
ceased o

Agon Tapbshadurpur  Tavk deepened sod cnlarged
In the hot weather this tauk yields the onlysup-
Ply of water to cattle for several nules It was
made by Raja Ranbabadur many years ago, but
having silted up and become dilapidated, did not
yotam water fill the hot seather . 750 ¢ Q

Mahwan Embankment mada to enable tho far-
mer of the village to contnue to pay the heary
yumma bo bad engaged for to the lats Rau, e

u2 3 3

the understanding that aud for
would be grven . . - 500 0 0
Toluks Kon. Koo Embarkment. This was tho rest of

an old work made by & former Rag, but allowed
togotormn It will Lo invalaable for wmga~
tion 1 dry ycars. . -
Dowattan  Embankntent.  This was the comple-
tion of 8 large smgaton work constructed m
tho previons year, and whick ss expected to rene
der securo tho caluvstion of a barge firtite vile
lage fhat had to a grat cstint bucome waste » 2015 6

82t &0
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" Taluka Kon Rimgarh. Tank, This was & now work, exeavated Ra. a p
toa depthof 14 feet in a place whevo the water :
supply isvery deficient in the hot weather, and much
inconvenienco is suffered by cattle and travel-
lovs 4204 8 0

¢

The actnal value of the work doneat erdinary rates does not exceed Rs. 2,500 ; on
{ho outturn was much neaver the usual standard.

20, Appended to this report js o statement showing the priees of the gmins that
constitule the principal articles of food for each week during the year from 1st Octoher,
1873, 1o 30th Beptember, 18374, at Mirzapur, Robertsaanjand Dudhi,  No register is
kept of the rates prevailing in Kon and Uprandh ; but in the former the prices werq
generally higher than in Rolertsganj, and in the Intier the price seldom differs from that
at Mirzapur, with which it is connected by the Decenn road.  The following abstract
will show what the prices were at the time that the failure of 1he kharfl became nlmost
cerlain; as compared with the rates of hotter veasons,

Wheat. Darley. Dajra. Common rice,
el |2 glalsgrelalelsl
e N ElE BB fE BB EE BB E
elels|s|e6ls|e|6]2]s]ls] %
e ¢ = b5 g = g 5] 2 = & 3
=3 8 < = F3 d g =1 5 &g ]
ElE|Z s g8 18| 81E 18] =2
" = [} " = =] = = ) s = o
Mirrapur .. 16 17 13 a4 23 16 20 22 14 18 17 {13& 12
Tobertsganj o 23 24 4 25 a6 16 ven P s 25 29 11
Dudhi we | 18 23) i ves r e " e 213 I 23} 113

21. In Robertsganj prices kept at about the same fignre during the cold weather,
as thi- part of the country is far from the sources from which imports can be obtained ;
but after March, when a fair rabi erop was reaped, prices of wheat and barley beeame
casier.  For rice however, which is the staple article of food in this pargana, there was
not a corresponding fall in price.

92, In Dudhi, prices were af their highest figure in November, 1873, when rico
was sold retail in the bazdr somo days at 9 scers for a rupee,  This resulted from the
total fuilure of tho local supply. Thereafier prices gradually fell, in conscquence of
exten-ive importations from the routh, The efforts made to import grain from a dis-
fance for the laborers on Government works produced such an impression in the far
gouth countries which could furnish a supply, that grain poured in in quantities unex-
peetedly large, which suficed to keep down the prico in a way never before scen in
seasons of ~carcity. This result was duo in some wmeasure to the advances given to
banias to enable them to import. The two causes combined operated so powerfully,
that while in 1818-69, a year of scarcity not equal to that of 1873-74, rice in the hot
season rose to 7 scers and even to b scers per rupee, in the latter year the rate gradually
foll from 9 seers in November to 11 seers in the cold weather, and 14 seers in the hot
weather, which ought to have been the blackest time.  Importation, whichis on bullocks
fhat have to journey through a hilly and jungly comntry for three to four weeks, went
on also in the hot weather, and even in the rains, a circumstance novel and unexpected.
In 1868-69 grain was sent from Mirzapar to Dudhi for distribution ata great expense
o Government.

23. In Mirzapur and the Ganges valley, prices of grain had been generally high
for-full cighteen months befors Qctober, 1878, but common rico was not particularly
dear until the Bengal crops wero affected by tho drought of 1873, Tho market here
for other grains than rico became easier before the full effects of the scarcity of 1873
were devoloped, and the rates continued moro favorablo for the public thah they had
been in the preceding year. There were two reasons for this,—first tho reduction of the
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railway charge for carmiage of gram from 1st December, 1873, gave such an impetos to
myportation from the west, that the market was well supphed with wheat and barley ,
secondly, the rabi harvest m the Ganges valley and Bhadoh: was a good ome  Ruce,
however, became scarcer and dewrer as the year wore on, and no supply could be drawn
from thus district or from Bengal

24 Allover the district the rmns of 1874 were abundant and timely, and the
Xharif harvest now being reaped 13 the best that has beem seen for many years, so that
Prices are returmeg to thewr old standard

25 Appended to this report 13 a statement showing the number of persons
emgloyed on relief works The total number was comparatrvely smal, but the works wero
opened only at the worst places, 1n parts of the dustrict where population 13 not dense
and at great distances from each other  The distress when they were started bhad not
reached such a height that 1t compelled people to go any distance, boweser great, from
their homes to avoid stayation  Such & condition of affairs was near at hand when we
wero providentially fayored with a good Tabicrop The laborers, as a rule, camo
from villages at a short, distance from the works  Lest 1t should bo supposed that the
works were opened prematurely, I think 16 right to ment on that on the date on which
I am wntmg, m the very same places 1t 13 hardly possible, even by the exercice of
s0me compulsion, to collect as many laborers as will execute the usual repars to the
dustret road , while last year at the same tume, though the pay given was less, as soon 2y
the works were commenced laborers floched to them m greater numbers than conld
well be employed

26 At first no attempt was mode to separate the laborers mto full labor and
hight laber gangs, the plan adopted bewg that of employng the able-hodied in dig
ging or other worb which requred strength, and of employing the fecblo and youag m
corryng earth  In Dads, where all the works wers of a petty character, and even fhe
able bod ed are mefficient laborers, and also partly m Kon, fhis procedure had to by
followed to the last , but iz Upraudh, the two classes of laborers were separated mto
different gangs after March —the able bod ed being paid by the amount of work done,
and the others at rates sufficient for their sustenance

27  As tho extremty of famuine was warded off by the outturn of the rabr, and
prices mn populous places were kept moderate by the mmyortation from the west, 1t was
not necessary to resort to the subsidizing of m-door employment, or to open poor houses

28  No special medical arrangements were necessary  The people did not con~
gregato 1 such mumbers as to give iso to discaso from erowding , and a3 most of them
1 ved at therr homes, exposure was avorded  Relief also was admunustered before they
had been redaced to such o low state of health as to be liable to the d seases gencrated
by farune A Natnve Doctor was sppomted, but after. a few weeks he was transferred
10 Gorakhpur, hi» services not bemg required here

29 Dhstress whale 1t Trsted was felt by all classes of society, but especially by tha
Libormg poor It was ouly m Upraudh that the more respeetablo clusses—small

dérs and cultvat buted to the number employed on the works  Beforo
distress had become s0 porgnant as to drve them to labor m public a3 coolies, the
rabi crop was reaped, and thes were sble to stragglo through bll o more faverablo
setdon came  In Dudby, the more respectablo classes wers sulnd by alvances at tho
season when {hey mu t have fahen to the works or em grated

30 The only part of tho di trict from which emigration o0k {laoe was o D lln

* estate  Yovr hundred anleighty seven fumilies of enftnvators, borsdes oibir 1l
tnators, ate known © hwe emgrated to Birguyy, Naze, bnsranle aod Jwa  The
actual pamber 33 prol 1 1y farger than th s, anhit woul L have bovn rom Y Lar, ¢ of ut the
e when the ti e of emugration was pettin g i 6 e bwarnr a0 Jr sk fad £ 7 tae

peoplo at their homes, otherw: ¢ than by opemn,g rdu f works, Lad 14/ been fabem
-
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31. In conclusion, I havo lo say that I received great nssistance from Maulvi,
Mehdi Ali) Doputy Collector and Managor of the Barhar estate, who was immediately
in charge of the arrangements made for relief purpeses in tho south, the saziwal of
Dudhi, and other subordinate officers. From all T can Jearn, the menasures for the
retailing and distribution of grain fo laborers were ndmirably carried out, and mis-
appropriation reduced to a minimum,

1 have, &e.,
J1. D. MOULE,
Deputy Collector, for Offg. Collector.
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APPENDIX A,

Statement of Prices Current of food grains per rupee on 1st January, 1871, 1st January,
1872, and from lst October, 1873, to 30tk September, 1874,
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* APPEN
Statement of Relief Worts in the Qistries

l Larcaxs AND Ity Rosp,
"‘\\o - N\ e ———
Week ending, / g8
g E g Tolal
R g v, S expenditure,
: ] ,© s
- = o

Ist to 711y Dcccmbcr, 1373
8th to 141} ditto
15th to 218t ditto
22nd to 31et ditto
Ist to sth January, 1874
8th to 141) ditto
15th to 215 ditto
224 to 35t ditto
Ist to th February, 1834
8th to 14ty ditto
15th to 2)g¢ ditto
22ud to 261 ditto
I8t to 7t Aarch, 1874
8th to 14th ditto
15th to »15¢ ditto
2204 to 31st ditto
18t to 7th April, 1874
8th to 14t ditto
15th to 2jg¢ ditto
22nd to gotpy ditto
Ist to 7(h May, 1874
8th to 144 ditto
15th to 218t gitto
22nd to 31st ditto

ist to 7th Junc, 1874

8th to 14th ditto o
15th to 215t ditto e
Total "or LU5 25100 . 364 2759 g o

inclu ablishment

establish
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DIZ B
of Mir apur during te year 1873 74
‘Tarms 1 Urnacon, Goverxuzvr Works rx Dronr.

2 =

ig D

s g EE £ g EE
§ 2 z £5 |espenditare. . g H 3 gg expenditure.

e |8 | &)z £l | 8| & |

° 10 u 12 1 u 15 16, 1w | 4

Rs ap. Bs ap.
- - - - 43| 200] ma| mr] ozl moes
- - - 10601 s8{ z0a| 18| 183 | 18913 4
w8 22| 2a7) s 1raar o) s | eos| 201} rass| ms| 1a3 29
1641 | bos| 4496 esa| ass 3 o] 1%es| es0| 95| 2643] 29[ 230 0 0
1590 | eas| 43981 68| 336 o 6| toszy 7| am| 20| 04| 17 5 6
18291 essf s160] 378| 29010 o re2| t1o| ga0| sesy| 6| w5 o 8
1613|689 | 4103 esef 20 5 0| 200 158 95| 49| 6| s 77
17881 16| 4ma| esrf amt o2 8| es7| sos| ss3| 235 S| a5 8
1602 | es9)| soo0| smf ozer 5 9| vom| na0| ess| sn0| 4si} 2sraz 2
gois | vepr| amiz| 03| se7aa 3| 02| 1261| e19) 2812|402 204 5 6
14| s sau| ara) ms 5 o sowr| ez aa| 226 35| 2m ¢
rarz | eon| 2956 422} 196 4 o 1347 2e06f s 3295 4| 27 5 3
122 | ess| 2786 | ses | 18504 5| 77| yaarf 259 ama| 2) 1o m 1
2014 | go7| 4399 430 |4un 4 6| e8| Tme| smr| sus| W] 20801 0
6| peo| 2620 st | 1esn 9| sso| et 30| 2| Be2( a7us g
soes| zer) 1338 | am| 79 8 6| viso| 1use| 4c7| 2773} 6| 2005 o
931 a6 | 2088 28| 10812 0| 1369} 1967 6481 8961 666 2715 4 Io
1124 | asy| 24s0] 213|156 8 3 zess| 3 59| 1ms| 7Tees] WS | 616 B 8
90| 76| soir] 293| l08 3 9] Ngos} rsos| s | 33| M| W 50
1098 | sse| zws| s2f mris a| aen| ooy enn| sis| 2| a7z 3
w0 e | y7e2| 25! 98 3 af 2166] d7s5] 10| seq1| seo| 482 9 5
143 | saa)| 298| 4n| ss10 6 2700) 4245 1u3| s 58| B[ 634 2 6
naf as| sam| wr| am o2 o] zae| soea| ses| seer| 852 49 3 9
ssa| e ss| ma| 7s s 9| asol &m| goa| s 1| wmas
28200 [ 13497 | soso3 | 403 4711 8 9| m0sé ] arsr0| tram | eosos | sz lesil & o

entertained in the District Engncer’s office

ment aad pr ce of tools
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APPEN
Statement of Relief Works in the district

K‘ANIIT Works 18 SAKTESGARH. Banrpar Works 1xy Ko,
=4

Week ending. . B ,§ g Total ) .

3 °E’ é 'E %”g expenditure, : g g

Sle |8 & (4 g | g | B

L 20. | 20 | 2% | 23 24 25. 26, | ern | 28

e e ——
Re. a. p

1st to 7th December, 1873, | oo b ves s 279 316 265
8th to 14th ditto ... 69| 199 411 309 44 2415 6 878 969 778
15th to 21st ditto  se 79 { 266 681 403 58] 28 9 9| 1699 13,929 899
92nd to 31st dGitto . | 214 451 ] 187} 852 85 72 7 81 427 ] 410 1,585
15t to 7th Japmary, 1674 .. | 233 | 458 | 217 | 908 { 130 6612 6] 4204 3,403 952
sihio 14th  ditte ... | 192 874 1564 782} 1054 5315 6} 6,501 | 2,860 857
16th to 2ist  ditto . | 915 5861 200 |n1914 1701 8713 6 3517 ] 2,932 595
oond to 81st  ditto .. | 323 | 563 274 {1,160 | 116 105 8 9| 4440] 5,204 | 1,124
1st to 7th February, 1874 ... 871 115 63 | 335 48 25 5 3] 2,302] 3,279 798
sth to 14th  ditto | 2701 654 | 240 11,164 | 166 8 2 ol 1,987 3599 848
15th to 21st  ditte . | 2551 mes | 220 {1,043 | 149 7412 0] 1,348} 2,451 506
oond to 98th  ditto ] 221 495 187 ) 903 1204 6612 © 763 | 1,851 372
st to 7th March, 1874 .. 63 1 139 29 | 231 33 17 4 6 401 679 193
sth to 14th  ditto W] 84| 82| 147 150 21)%61 5 3 708 | 1,305 298
16th to 21t ditto I o624 | 1,181 279
o2nd to 31st  ditto e | e e ™ e 283 668 207
st to 7th April, 1874 s w e 188 428 115
8th to 14th  ditlo P D - 285 584 146
15th to 21st  ditto o " 346 730 187
o9nd to Soth ditto e -g e e “e “ Y 5338 1,205 988
1st to 7th May, 1874 443 7 1,824 353
8th to 14th ditto | o 583 | 1,614 394
15th to 21st ditto - 515 | 1,652 353
2¢nd to 3lat ditto U RTINS RO L AL B l 664 | 2,280 336
M5t to 7th Jume, 1674w ]t Lo o foee poee T st 1,257 248
Sth to 14th  ditto . - 564 | 1,661 304
I5th to 2lat ditto R R B A B 447 1,351 218
Total o 12,875 5,010 | 1,996 {9,381 | 101 | §871 12 0| 39,049 | 50,368 13,492

. . B.—~The average daily attendance on the total number of laborers
Mrrzarur COLLECTORATE : }

2he December, 1874,
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of Alr apur during the year 1873-T4 —(concluled )

AGORI AND Bamian ToraL.
L) -
e s 38
BE )
&2 | Total ex ° a S [Total ex Resszxs,
o | 22| penditure A g 1% = | E& [ pesditure
2 OlE% 3 2 120 % J&a
& = 5 E |5 | & |<
2 |30 3 32 B M| % s 3 a
g0 | 123 s sf 39| 82| aes] o] i "9 3 3
2e25 | 875) 319 6 o 229] 1e14| es9] son| 7] 465 6 ¢
asar ! o] 285 3 5| avos| sos| pgea] sosy | vess| 152 omy
oart| 9oz | 93114 1| 866 | 6633| agae| 17837 | 7Eif 174 8 8
g6 1236 ] 841 0 4| som| 5932 | yy1s| 157294 2038 1405 14 1
2024|1321 | 1055 11 2| 13624 | 708 zowl 22974 ) 3e22f 219 1 )
704 |1oos | 61015 5 10235 [ 7495 | rousl 1o71s | 2au7) 1721 4 o
107s [Vorr [t1s 9 6] 8ee7| 8877 25m) 19sas| vons| 1e84 18 3
6379 | 911] 502 1 6 5485 | G687 | )5i7) 12693 [ 1817 1129 31 4
4435 | o9 ] 780 1 of 5% 69es | a3l 1se25) 2089 1404 3 1)
as0s | s15] 31715 8| 4203 5912 | aoss 12458 | 1780 €31 33 6]
2436 ) as5) w0012 6] 3813} 5193 | 2105 L1043 | 1878 202012 Y
sossf 1e2| 101 6 3| 2e41| 3208 | rass] zvom| rars] szmm oy
231 | s30( 1615 0| 3101 4065 | 157 8713 1245|792 0 6[*IncladcaRa Ms-11 9
on sccount of work
ono by conteact
200 | sor| 16212 o 2267 | 3460 yoosl 6933] 00| 508 6 7) from 12k Apnl to
inen Jaly rers
1158 ] ne| 9 9 ol 23| sess| 1435 7ER) 8] 0 8
“s1{ tos| 54 7 9| 1801 245, o] Sn| zre3[ 402 O
Yore| ms[ties 5 5| 1907 2oy | aes] 5123 | 292/ 48413 3} Taclades Te 896 0
on_ accouns of work
sass| tso| 55 7 9| 2dse] sen| reus| Tawe| qou| 9 8 3 EougtyCnmn
2oz6 | 226 18111 o 4070 60%8 [ 192 12070 f 18331 85412 of
2120 | soa| 161 0 6 2956 509z | yeos] 9356 | 13| w015 3
onet| scc| 18713 6| 2es1| Sers | rass] 9%02| em| e8s & 0
se0] sesf 19012 9| Su| 27 psarl 1rer| 159s) Tec 8 g
3as0 | s2a| 26615 of 4305 2ess| ponal 15016 | 180zl 1T 13 of
taos | 2ss ) tar 9 o) 3395 | Saer| pasel 1003 | 1asel €734 o
2500 | ass| 185 v o 1203 2704 sss| 4493 e} 32u4 4
toos of 4] 1351 2] zour| a3 tero 8 oft Ofihs RusIs GG
N . o o oo ot
work done by con
— tonct,
o 10850 | 129,377 | 40,531 234758 | 1403] 35135 7 108 Betorns canbegiven
10308 | g7 f1038" 3 1 JLARS # orly 1€ the work
on the tank in Sike
teo arh Ihc  her
works were etery o
by contract 2t uau 1
Fitesforin 19343

“aoder each mork has boep caleulatod for the puriod if was open.

-

1 DO MOLLF
Deputy Cullector, ot 02, Colector
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Docrvr No. 413 oy 1874,

Frox
Tur OFFICIATING COLLECTOR or AZAMGARI,
'l(l)
T COMMISSIONER o e DENARES DIVISION,
Dated Azampurky the 19tk Novenher, 1874,
Sin,

Winit referenee f0 Govermgent Order No, 644A, dated 6th Octolier, 1874,
forwards the Report on the Searcity of 187371 on Azamgarh Didrict,
E. 8. ROBERTSON,
O Collector.

e

Drport en the Svareify of 18TTA (n JAzanwarh Dietrict,

At e i

Tk rains of 1873 conond enrlyin Seplomber, Tho total minfall of the reacon

had been vory eonsideealdy uud y average ing”

Geovrsd ranintive, I ly uder the average, amounting “a
Yalluee of tin, the whole year to only 286 inches. The reanlt was( g
Jnrion enp—total (sl ostensive failare of the principal hharif crop of the i

rre 50
the jarhan or transplanted rice. |

11

Mr. 3 IL Reid, the Ssttlewent Othierr, estimates that of the whele arex s T

istrict not less than Jn i o jarlian riee

Mr T ibe repent, 6 di not lees than 30 per cont, js under jarban rice,p |

Koveemiar, 1878 was of opinien that tho whole of this crop prerished, e R

a fine places barely eneugh for socds But the failure of min had enly ver ¥
851

tut dey kaciforthalaigt Atiected the dry Kharif crops, known in this dmr the
shldedqulenatly; bhadaini harvest. <in

Mr. Heid, writing from personal ob-wrvation, says that the outturn of theso crops
was “at least tolerable,”  Consequently there was, at the
beginning of the cold season of 1873-71, some sort of reserve
of food in the district,  To this I think we must attribute in
some mewsure the exemption this distriet enjoyved from the famine which is allegred
to ln\ ¢ prarvailed close at hand in Behar, and afso in the neighbouring districts of Gha-
to that o pubtic sttt Zipur, Gorakbpur, and BDasti, as well a5 in parts of Oudh.
rorky were necded, Not only did there nppear to be no necessity for opening public
relief works in Azamgarh, but when to make assurance doubly sure, the District

Lngincer was instructed to offor srork on the roads at relief
and whin “L’Cg, > O rates, the peoplo refused to resort to them, and in one jnstanco

a gang of ubout twenty-five Inbourers near Nagara personally
applied to me to be allowed to go to their fields, and in my own presence threw away
the tin tickets which entitled them to relief W'WCS.

and wac to n cortaln (x-
tet & foed peseree,

Still it is not to bo denied that very sharp distress existed. At the very time
Exate of the people gent- when the incident ocenrred which I have just mentioned, the
rally throughout the dis- peoplo of Nagara, and indeed the Jabourers throughout the
trict. district, were stinted to one meal of cooked food on alternate
days, and this was supplemented by a bandful of sattu twice a day, and a lotak-full of.

sugar-cane juice daily.

But as a sot-off to all this, tho demand for agricultural labour was steady and
brisk throughout, and what is not a little remarkable, wages

Agricultural  labor in . . et
domand and wages steady,  Yomained nearly constant, averaging ono anna six pic per day
for men, women and children, which is an ordinary average
rate. Wherever thore was a possibility, irrigation for tho rabi sowings was most
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actively caened on A very considerable number of new kucha wells were dng, and all
matural and artifical reserves of water were freely utihsed Happily these were
Tha wes owiog toplenti  tolerably plontiful A ghoco at the mip shews that the
ol Satarsl ewerveir of dutnict 23 dotted all over with jluls, The largest aud most
e e remarhable of these form a hine parallel to the present conrso
¥ of the Gogra, and are probably tho remams of an old bed of
that niver

Tho distrret 18 2lso 1atersocted by eeveral streams, some of which, ag the Duws,
the Tons, and the Chota Sarym, are of contilerablo dimensions The result of {his
stat> of things 15 that there 13 a tolerably good reserve of water for irngation, even 1
such an exceptionally dry season as last year  Not only 15 the water from the jhils
largely atihsed (I was fold at Ghost that one yrrigation channel fed from the jhil eatled
Fakot Tal was seven mues long), but the water ia many parts of the distriet 13 very
vear the surface, nsomuch that bullocks are supereeded by the
contrivauce called d7¢nlal, 2 long lever with a gharra at one
end and a counterpoise made of clay at the other

‘The kncha wells

Even where the ropo and buchet are used, the well 1s very commonly worhed by
men mstead of bullochs

With these facilities for armigation, every available hand was employed on the
Duappearance of scar Tabt sowmngs and waterings  The result was an unusmally
ety fing harvest, and the disappearance for the present of any ane
PP P 'y
tirpation of scarcity
But duning the cold season of 1873 74 there 15 no doubt that very sharp distresa
did prevall  Prices rose very high, especully of rice, shich
R 1 gh, s
ange of plces swas dearest 10 January 1874, when 1t averaged 104y seers per
rapes
Cunicusly enough, wheat, barley and muze never reached 8o high a point of price
Vheat was at 1ts hughest an October 1873, 121%, scers per rupee  Barley aod maize
wero dearest 1n January 1874, 141§ snd 14, respectively
As 1 bave already mentioned, no public relief works wero started  Acting on the
Fallure of attempts to  advice of Colonel Davidson, Joint Secretary to Government,
opea reliet works Department Pablie Works, I instructed Me Sheridan, the
District Engincer, to try the effect of offering work on the roads at relief rates  Tho
Chantable rellef to those result has been desersbed  But I felt very early n tlo year
who wera quite unsble to  that something must be done to rel evo thoso of the poer who
from bodily infirtmity were absolately unable to do any work
On 10th Janaary, 1874, L called a public mecting, aod appealed. to the chanty of tko
well to-do matives for assistance to their poorer nerghbours
The result was not encourging A total sum of Rs 1,183

was rareed , of this Rs 200 wero sent by Mr James Simson of Algr?,kfon‘ner::y C(;Pfi

Generonty of M Sim
aon

Liberal dooations of the
Engl +h oficials

many of whom however were buly llew  w
i~ ment for assistance from the public revennes Ilappily 1t

¥ m‘""":(; ;ﬂwms at there was no occasion to do anyth 1 g of tho hund

of roved th
Tho annexed tabular stal:,cmcnt shexs tho nature and extent of the charitahlo rel efs

od from the fund rawsed a3 abovo deseribed  Tho

30th September, 1874, cost only Rs 93213 10

fparehed graaper head  Sub-
Y

LY

Natare snd extent of SmADIStCR
ehacitable relef rehefs up to
At first thero was & duly distribution of  quarter acer 0

Cont sequent!y .

ot elet -y .
person being admitted At first somo ab

Tests by which chanta and they were sen
Bloetiet yas bin tod fions to £icd empl ,

i6 00U € fid wd
t to the Distrct Engincer, who had nstrues

who wero willing to worke
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A very small number (to the best of my recollection not more than twenty) were
A fow able-bodied Na- thus provid.ed with employment, and these wore chiefly people
tifas taken on the ordinary  of the Nunia caste, who habitually work on roads, earthwork
Public Works. L . . ’
&e. In connection with this part of the subject, I may
Moulyi Mahomed Ik Iention that Daulvi Mahomed Ikram, the Government
ram’s private work- - * Pleader, found employment for a small number of men
at Muhammadabad on his private property. Theso also were chiofly Nunias, I
Failure of n suggestion  T04Y 2150 mention that the Secretary to the Azamgarh Public
lé); :élee“Secrcmry, Public  Giarden once suggested to me that a few cripples and old -
’ women should be asked to assist in the weeding of the garden,
I consulted the Municipal Superintendent,” who -had charge of the distributions, and
he told me it would never do; I might as well closo the reliefs,

These little facts will shew that the soarcity in this district was felt mainly by

Scarcity very limited jn  the infirm poor, and such persons as habitually lived on eharity.

incidence. And even they would not abandon their mendicant habits for
the sake of publie relief.

It is proper to add that a Committee presided over by Raja Salamat Shah was
Ruja  Solamat  Shab’s nominated for the purpose of relieving parda~nashin women in
Committce for relief of destitute circumstances, Such a Committee is the only means
parda-nashins: of finding out and assisting such people, but either there were
none (which I find it difficult to believe), or the Committee did not put much heart
into their work, for I could not discover that they ever did
very much, Possibly, they were bafled by the obstinacy with
which women of that class cling to their seclusion, At any rate, no deaths from
hunger appear to havo taken place.

on the whole a failure.

Indeed, I do not believe that any deaths during the year resulted directly -from
starvation. Here and there a swandering beggar died of old
age or discase and privation combined, but such deaths occur
in all years and in all countries. There were said to be a few suicides prompted by
the desperation of want, but it is impossible to say whether the cause assigned was
the true one. It is woll known that a very trifling mofive will often induce a native

to take his own life.

No deaths from hunger.

Asg regards migration from the district, I can ounly speak vaguely. I have had
Migration from the dis- 110 (means of testing the shifting of population, but my impres-
trict. sion is that very little, if any, has taken place. I can say
that the emigration to the West Indian Colonies, for which there are agencies here,
. has on the whole rather fallen off in the period under review.
very trifliog. This is attributed to the agent’s attention having been diverted
to other and more distressed distriets. Mr. Lumsden of Gorakhpur told me he had seen
. a sprinkling of Azamgarh men on his relief work. I have heard ina vague manner
that Azamgarh men have been seen at Patna on reliefs. A great many julahas have
left the towns of Mau, Mubammadabad, Kopah, and Mubarakpur, but that emigra~
tion has been going on for years, and is caused by the supersession of native piece
goods by English, On the whole my opinion is that shifting of population, if any, has
beon mainly from village to village within the district. At the same I do not
think the people have any insuperable objection to leaving their country for their
own good.

1 think I have now discussed all the most important aspects of the scarcity as
it affected Azamgarh. I do not understand that I am autho-
rized to offer any suggestions of future policy, preventive or
remedial, But such suggestions can be forthcoming if asked for.

E. 8, ROBERTSON,
Offigiating Collector.

Conclusion.
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APPENDIX A

Statement shwing the weekly average price of grain from lat January to end of Octaber,
. 1874, 1n tle dustrict of Azamgark !
Month snd date of weeks. | Wheat, > » Tajraand
D Ty e i
It to b Javuary 1874, | 6131017012 9| 017 0] 016 5| 015 3 [The weeks nave
sthto 16th  ditte 01310) 912 of 017 of 018 0 015 o bm"f"u"',;d.,‘,':
Iothto ssrd  dtto 012 0f o108 015 0 018 o 015 o medprtic, it
subtodt dtto L f oM 8] gyo o) 0ti o 014 af 015 offodaminited
st to TthFebruary 167 | 012 ¢ 939 a| 022 0f 015 o) 0125 &
SthtoI5th  dtto  we | 013 0f o3 g 014 8] 015 0f 015 8
tethtozend  dtto 013 51 g2 9| 018 3§ 016 3] o my
23rd to Ist March 1874 013 81 g1ag9) 01512[ 015 8] 017 4
dto Bth o u| 06 4) ogqaf 01512 017 7
Shtolsth dtto . | 013 &) g4y of 018 0] 020 of .
lethtoszd  dite .| 028 8] o435 of 018 o) 020 8| ..
20rd fo 20th  dtto LETICD P 01 8} om o "
$0th to  5th Apnt 1874 01412 g g13| 015 0 02t o -
6th to 12h  ditto 01 12| g gy3| 015 of 021 o -
18th to 19 ditto 01013] g 9 o| 017 0| 0921 8] ..
20th to 26th  dtto 015 0] 533 9| 025 8| 021 0
oTth to 3nd May 1874 015 0l g1 0| 017 0f 022 8
4th to 10th  ditte w | @15 81 919 g| 016 8f 021 0 -
ik to 17t ditte 01512 g 9 o] 016 8| 021 0] ..
18t to 24tk ditto 016 0] 59 gf 018 0) 018 0
2thto St dito 01 0| 5 g p| 018 8) 016 4 "
Btto Shlune 1874 . | 025 0| o 5 o)l 015 8) 020 0
6th to 12th  dlito w|o112]| 05 5] 015 8] 0195 0
1thto 19th  ditto 0150 g9 0| 017 4f 019 8 ..
20th to 26th  dutte 015 8l o gy 01711 020 8
2thto Saduly 1874 | 016 0f 010 of 017 0| 019 a2 | .
4thtotoh  dtto 01512 010 0| 047 8| 020 o .
Nhtoith Qo .| 015 0] o1 8] 017 0] 020 0
18th to 2¢th dto 015 8| 010 o 017 8| 020 &
25thto S1st  dite  w| 015 8] 010 0] 018 0 020 8| .
I3t to 7th August 184 .| 015 8( 010 8| 017 ¢| 020 O -
&th to 14th ity 018 0{ 011 of 018 0] 02 O -
15th to 20st ditto 016 0| 030 8! 02 o0f 021 ¢ -
£2md to 28th dto 015 &) 010 8) 020 O ¢21 0O -
239t o athSeptember 1676 | 016 ¢| 011 0| 02012 o2 4
Sthto Mth ditto 011 0] 011 of o012 022 2] 022 0
12th to 18th ditte o016 8 011 0| 019 8| 032 0| 021 O
19th to 85tk anta wl o016 0| o110 0| 012 4| 02112} 021 ©
$th to 30 October 1874 | 035 8| 010 8| 015 8| 020 0] 017 @
33t pik Ao .| 01512) 030 0f 038 4f{ 012 4] 02T 0
10t 16t ditto 015 4| on o} 018 4 020 ¢} vz 8
Mhto 2srd Ao 016 0] 011 of 017 8] o013 om 8
24th to Soth dtto w]| 017 0l 011 0] 018 0f 022 84| 022 4
ARSI 2y o 05 Gl Com
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DIX B
October, 1814, sn the Dustrict of A.amgarh

20 Wezx = Wern

Cooked food Tncoched food Cosh payment Cocked food

H £ §
H H 4 H
& & & &
g |Quantity | Value { %~y |Quantty | Value |% o Amount | Ty | Quantity | Value,
Py s 5T 13
- 33 5 33
3
= = e %

38 C|Rs ap M S C{Reap Rs. ap M5 CIR ap
tr0lt0t0 4|99 7 6f &3] 329 . - -
s7e2|25ar 2|88 19| 0| 49 9| w -

- a0 522 0of 210 3| - - -

- 20| 420 8| 9 80| . - - " -

- “ - 300 421 8/10 0 0 . -
- - gio]1393 sl2r 0o 0 I~ - -

“ - “ 76313 1133413 @ - - -

f - 20| st ofis o0l 5[0 s o0f . - -

- - - sss| a8 o150 6| o - - - -




(110)

Statement of Religf Expenditure from January, 1874, to

APPEN

3rD WeEE~—(continued).

4t

Uncooked food. Cash payment, Cooked food,
Month,

g z Z

g 8 g

g g 5

] £ &

Tro | Quantity. | Value, ‘S~ | Amount. | S5 | Quantity,! Value,

5k 58 58

22 2.2 2.2

R g% EE

z = “

M. 8. G| Bs. a.p. Bs, a.p. M S.C.{Rs. ap.
January, 1874 o |1,045 | 736 8|25 5 3 s o . e
Febrvary eee [1,723 113 7 6|45 6 1 103} 510 9| ..
March o w /8034120101463 ¢ 8 63 3 24 6§ .,
April » 300 5 8 0 9 9 0 . e e . .
May ” w| 300 4a5 a0 0 0f .. .
June ” we|l 4201 683 0114 0 O ver s vor e
July »n " 6] 8 2 8{16 9 O “e e s e P
August © 5 w | 856 716 41415 9 7] 0 6 9} ..
Scptember . 37| 8 4 016 1 8 331 2 1 8} .. "
October . wl s24{ 7 9 9{16 19 1{ 0107
nve ey es oo e i ree .. L
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DIX B
October, 1874, 1n the Dustrict of A amparl—(eontinned)
Wz Torar
Uneooked fuod. Cash poment Guoted fuod (2) Uncoohed food ()
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APPENDIX B

‘ )

Statement of Religf Expenditure from January, 1874, to October, 1874, in the District
of Azamgarh—(concluded).

Torar—(concld.) | Grawp Torar.
Cash pa_t}menl. s )
5
Month. —— '§ Remargs,
o
. =1 )
a § Amount,
(34 M
= &,
S | Amount, | %
g8's
12
2 5
Rs, a.p. Rs. a.p.
January, 1874 " 9 0 7 3| 2389 6014 6 MeMo. -
. Rs. a.p.
Local subscriptions re-
ceived up to date, .. 1,188 8 0
Received from Central
Committee, Allahabad... e
February o, we | 338 1715 9| 8920[ 217 211 —
Total we L1888 0
Deduct amoununt disbursed
up to date e 1,002 78
. Balance in hand 186 0 4
March o | 306| 1512 o ]i4090 826 4 3 N e—
April " | s 1,400f 45 14 3
May " T 1,200 39 2 ¢
June L N e 1,4400 4712 ©
July " 2,508 75 8 6
August " vee 14 o114 al 1,953 7011 8
September ,, - 45 218 9 1,076 65413 &
October 4 e 1 o1 of 1438 6437 .
713{ as o 0O (35814{2,002 7 8

AzamARE COLLECTORSHIP :

The 11th Decembery 1874,

}

MOHUN LALL, Deputy Collector,
For Offg. Collector in. Camp.
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e norandum showing the number of persons receiwing rel of in the Dustrict of Azamgark
durtng tle year 1874, or up to 30th September, 1874

g2 {2 lezp | eif
HEE e23 1 BRE 1 end
=2 P Py X
Month EYE z = 3—-5 =8 Ruaarxs
181 duey | i | 0t
5n8 | 48°5 | dg3g | 2E§E
<gF% | “gs5 5% 1
Janwory 1874 196
February 195 99 27 e
March 210 108 30 70
Apell 137
May N - 150 - -
Juno - 150 - -
July ” - 20 - 102 Be-oprued 19th
August g s 310 - 137 July
Beptember ,, 222 - 46
Totsl number of reliefs 258 At Ammgarh - w 11
Total numbu- of persons rccelved Telet  Bi%78 Sarh - - 42
Total ¢ Rs. 32 Deoguon - s
Nagara « 8

Azaxaszn CorrrcroRsure E 5 ROBERTSOY
Tae oth hovember 1075 } Ofg Colicctor
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stoved off all fimine, The ontturn of th s harvest, as desenbed by Me Ollham, folly
realized all the antieipations of the Commitice of which the writer was a member, and
the report of which as regards this district was submutted to you with my No 51,
dated 4th March last.

% Icomonow to the second point on which 1nformation 13 ashad for, namely,
the namber of persons relieved, and the mode of rehef adopted It may be best to
deseribe the Tast fiest  There were then, as presumably everywhere bat two groat
heads of rel ef—first, thatby exaction of the labor test, and secondly, gratmtons or
charitable relief, and the latter 1a this d striet assumed three shapes, viz, (1) distnbue
tion of cooked food, (2) of gramn, and (3) of cash payments

6 Tho table at para. 29 of Mr Oldham’s letter gives tho weehly return of
people employed on relief works from the week ending with the 21st January last,
when they were first opened, to the week termmating with the 20th July last, when
thelast work at Rasra was closed under orders of my predecessor, aud with the approsal
of Government It will be seen that the numbers on these rehef works never aggres
gated 3,000 m any one wek, while the average was certamly not above 1,000 a week,
T, therefore, the labor test, applied under the most fasorable errcumstances, namely,
an the 1mmeduate vicmn ty of the people’s homes, fuled to secure any such attendance
s could 1 any way be regarded 25 an index of famine

T As regards the rehef works themselves, Mr Oldham in bus present letter
elassifies them for the first tima nnder two heads,—~permaneat a1d temporary Thera
was no sach clusification 10 Ins report which I subnutted to you witk my No 27,
dated 1st Febraary last, m which be soheited permission te commence work on eleven
mam hoes of district, and on 27 lnes of village commuuications Ho vever, the present
distinction 13 probably made with a view to answering the Government wgmry as to
what permanent effect of the veliel works remams  Before answering i, however, I
ma & first correct & soms vhat bold statement made by Me Oldbam i Ins 40th para to
the effect that all the works wluch he had commencel 1n the dustrict with the view of
@ving temporary rehief till the harvest to the unemployed poor, and which works he
classes under the hoad ¢ tomporary, were stopped under tho orders of the Commuttco
of wlich I was a member oz the 22ad February last Mr Oldham should have consie
dered before he wrote this statement, which 15 not an acuurate ene W hat the Com-
mtteo really dilwas accurately described an paras 16 und 17 of my report No. 51,
dated 4th March last, before referred to, and our proceedings were approved by Go-
wernment 1z your reply

8 I come now to the so-calied permanent works A list of these, five i num-
Ler, 18 guen at para 43 of the report Theso works were all condn tal mnder
the agoney and supervision of the Public Works Department, and the condmon 1
which they woro Iuft at the closs of the operations 18 desenbed 10 pares. 30 2ad
51 of the report I have as yet had an opportunity of 1nspecting oale €% of theey
worhs smco my return to the Division  But theso I unhesitatinzlv sa.6 wee wal
and creditably done, and the entire amount expended on all thess wark ss sa.03 br
Mr Oldbam, tv., Rs 13,115, cannot by any means be regarded ac oxmessve, Xt
Oldhnm would agun i paras 46 and 47 of hus report jmovE. THT emomme
far mto the rams, of tho work at Rasra, Dut 23 this goacian wae Sl yemgmas
on by my predecessor, and lus action 1n the matter aprroved v Gevemmen, r
G O No G28A, dated 25th August last), whils fol evedz wis . 2ne mzm =
given to Mr Oldbam for tho best 23 A% for e e
took tho entiro responsibility on hus own shoalless, Taum 2o T v oo ey
re-open this question

9 1comenow fothe rates of wa~= xt zome weoss. Ero oy 3y amr T
to say that I must ngain correct Mr 0. am. wooem. ke w45 3 v
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13, The total expenditurc therefore m the district up to 13th September last
would appear to have been as follows, vez.,—

1. On rehefmorks w Rs 13,115
2 Tn gratutous reltef - . . 6470
3. In takavs advances for construction and reparr of wells,

o be recovered, see postscript of Collector’s letter .., » 2,000

Total .. Rs 21,585
14 Mr Oldham docs not conclude hug report by mentionmg any of the officers
of the district as having assisted him an hus efforts for the relef and amelioratron of
the people  Tho omission 15, I am sure, quite anintentronal, and will, I foel sure, be
at onep reelfied by bim on the omission being bronght to his notica by Goverament
Nr Sells, who officrated for Mr Olibam, the Cival Surgeon, and the District Engineer,
must have all had extra work 1mposed on them, whick, I feel sure, requires recogation,

15 As regards Mr ONbam himself, though Itluak that from first to last be
tool an exaggerated view of the d stress, I believe kim to havo been actaated through
out by the most plilanthropic motives, and to have been most keenly and scnsitively
live to any distress which he saw 1 a district m whieh he has so fvng served, and to
the people of winch &ie has no doubt beeome much attrched

16 Azamgarh —Tor & review of the state of affurs 1a this district up to Novem-
bee of last year I would also refer you, as I have done 1 ths c1se of Ghazipur, to my
letter No 500, dated 16th Deccmber last, paras 8 to 12 of which relate to this
distriet  The prognostications that Mr Reid, the Settlement Officer of tho district, then
mado to the effect tht, though relief might be required 1n the large towns of the dis-
truct, none suchvould be needed by the agrienltunsts, have siace been fully borne out
by events  Th forcthought of tho peoplo 1n sowing, when they saw that 1t was not ihely
ta be a good season for nice, & large quantity of land 1n jowar, repul them by giving
them a food supply, uaul tle ripenmy of the bountiful spring harvest removed all
causs of apprehension  The great famlities which thus distrct has for irngaton wero
also, s shown by Mr Robertson, well utilized, and there was throughout such
2 brish demand for igricultural labor, that the people positively refused to resort
to relicf worl &, and the s ltary ons experimentally oprned at Nagura was closed after
the first few dags There s therefure Iiterally nothing to report on the subject of
solief works A schemo of prejects was precautionally drawn up 23 reporied to yo
m pun 23 of our dpecral Commuites s lewer No a1, dated 4th March last, but for-
tunately 1t was not found necessary to havo recourse to it

17 1 come therefore to the subject of gratuitons rclief, 1nd on this the inform1.
tion given by the Collector 1s very meagre  ITe wnaeses, ib1s trao to lus report, a
etatement showang the nymber of pesple fud at four duffirent places i lus distnict,
and e gives slso 1n tho body of hus report, (he amount of private subseriptians raised,
Lut he docs not state whether or no theso were to aay estent supplumented or not by
a grant frofn the Central Relief Commatteo at Allalibal, nor does o geve & regular
acconnt of 1ncomo anl expenditars, as the Colleator of Ghazipur hns done  I'hno
calle] on lum to supply these deficiencies, and Tus answer, when recerved, shall be duly
fornarded 2o you 1 sufir bowerer that there was £o vccasion 3 ask for aud from
Allshabad, as it 1s stated that the reliefs up to tho end of bejtember cost only
Rs 932, bamg en amount less than tho sum tal of prnnate subseriptions
The relief also coull mot have been much needud, constlering that after th first £ w
days it was confined to 2 dule of purchased gram gisenonly twice & week, anllittedly
onco & weeks

18 OF thoto pereons al-o to whom work was offiral, only 20 s ul | appesr 0
La.e prasled themselves of the prvddeges b ogowsler that the Collctor ss gt =
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inferring from the above facts that the searcity was not felt in his district excopt by
the infirm and helpless poor, such people as are iu the habit of living on charity, and
that these would not abandon thoir mendicant Itabits for the sake of public reliof.

19. Tho Committee organized fov the reliel of pardak-nashin women, and
which was presided over by Raja Salamat Shals, scems fo have boen an utter failuro,
the Committee failing to biing a single desorving caso to notice. Unless we are to
helieve that there was really no distress whatever in the district, it is hard to suppose
that there was no such caso deserving of commisoration, as it is this class of people
who. above all others, suffer in a season of seareity.

20. The Collector reports that there were no cortified cascs of death by starva-
tion, but that a fow suicides were reported as having oceurred, and to have beon in-
duced by desperation bronght on by want, I cannot understand why the Collector
is unable to state if the canso assigned for such was the true ono or not.  Inquiry
would, I should have thought, have elicited in overy such caso so reported the truth
or otherwiso of the report as made. Such inquiry, if thorough and searehing and
not perfimetory, could not, T consider, have failed to clicit the real facts of the case.
1 do not myself ee the impossibility which the Collector writes of in cliciting the
truth in theso matters. I think ho is to blame if he allowed such reports to pass un-
noticed, and withont thorough inquiry.  Suicides, moreover, in this country are gene-
rally reported to be the results of jealousy or anger, and not of hunger, and the
self-vietims are generally women, not men. I think that the Collector should be called
on for particulars as to these eases.

21, The fact that the tide of cmigration from the district to the West Indian
colonics was less this year than in ordinary seasons would also tend to indieate an
absence of general distiess.  Tho emigration of tho weavers from Mau, Mahammada-
bad, and other places has been going on for years, These moen go to Bombay,
where there is a great Jdemand for their services.

92, The subject of the range of prices, on which information was specially called
for by Government, is very briefly adverted to by the Collector. I have called on him
to submit a regular weekly table of prices of edible grains similar to that rocoived
from Ghdzipur. It shall be forwarded directly it is received.

23, The other district reports will be forwarded to you withont delay so soon
as received.
T have, &e.,
C. P. CARMICHAEL,
Officiating Commissioner.
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Ko,
Frox N
T COLLECTOR or JAUNPUR,
o
THE COMMISSIONER, 4ta DIVISION, ALLAHABAD,
Dated Jaunpur, the 41k November, 1874
Sz,

In reply to Government Order No §13A , dated 6th October, 1874, T have the
honor to state (as already reported 1 my letter No 457, dated 24th ultimo), that the
autumn rice erop farled and no doubt eaused distress

2 Nopnblic rehef works were needed, and nome were opened Gratwtons
xelief was afforded as under from private subscription

Nome of  No. of persons  Amount Period during wheh

Tahsils. relieved. ezpended. relief was guen,
Ry a p.
Manzhe e 2,585 -39 6 9 10th March, to 4th May, 1874,
Mackhshohr .. 406 50 O O 10th March, to 12th By, 1874,
Kutahan e 159 8 2 6 10thto 18th March, 1874,

Total .. 3,148 97 9
3. Bendes this “Takay,” advances were mado to the extent of Rs 2,542 for
urigation and other purposes

[}

4 The scaraity practically did not effoct this district.

5. The prices of gram wero effected by the proxumty of dustricts in which sear-
ity prevailed

6 The annexed comp t shows the hily prices current from
Octaber, 1873, to September, 1874, and October, 1872, to September, 1873, shews that
thero was nothing deserving of the name of scarcity.

X have, &c,

E B THORNHOILL,
Collector
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Comperative Sta‘ervnt sheding the fortninltly pries everes from Dotider, 1873, &
Sopternber, 1874, and Octobor, 1872, to September, 1873,
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No 534
Frox
Tne COLLECTOR or ALLAHABAD,
To
Tue OFTICIATING COMMISSIONER, ALLAHADAD.
Dated Alakabad, the 26th Octoler, 1874
Bin,

1v reply to Government No 6434, dated 6th 1nstant, T hmve the honour to
nform you that though thero was 0o real <careity 1 thia distriet, the crrcumstances of
Tzrganas Bara and Kharfgarh are such flnt a very <lght risc 1n prices canses distress
to a clasy very prevalent i those parts, ves, persons who from ome cause or another
suffer from an wcarable form of paraly«>which renders them utterly unfit for manml
labour, and levves them a3 a burden on thetr fimilies so long 15 the other memliers of the
famly aro not pched for food These erpples get sustenance at their homes, bat when
hard times come, they are turned out to starve

2. In order to meet this dufficulty, I come years ago recommended that n poors
hou ¢, mded by Gorernment, shou ba permancntly hept np at 3 jéin Khurgarh, but
though Government approved of tho principle, 1t was not thought to be a e1ve ealling
for axd from Government, and ultimately 1 poorlionso was startcd and 13 still hept up
from the landholders of both pirginus which afford relief

Lt

by
to 7.) persons {all of them enipples) daily

3 As prices ros, ot appeared to mo ikely that more and than tho abosc would L
required, and quently after {l L ting dufferent willages, T arranged for
o addstional poorhouscs, one at Bara under e Tolvaldar, and anofher 1t Sheorgypur
under the direct supermtendenco of the Rija of Bira, 2t the same time letting it Lo
publicly known that any bonu sude enpple requiring 1d would obtun 1t 1 mitlicr of thoss
ihree plces, tho Tahwldar having orders to extend the 3Mia Poorhouse 50 as to includs
afl deserying apphicints

4 The accompanying <tatement <hows the numbers relicved (exelu rve of the
regalar numiber of paupers always readm,g m Mua Poorhouse) the operations extond 1
from 3rd March to 7th July when the cnpples were taken bick to therr home 13 thor
friends, the cost per bead was oue anna per dum meloding clotlung  the funds bong
providd by the Tichef Comumitee  Thero was no necessity for aftording relict to alle-
Bodicd per-ons, thuse who were rehieved were, as I huve remarhed alove, wretched enp-
ples utterly wnit for any work, nho at the best of times arc on i vere of «tin ttion,
and whaee state of dutitutn cta hardly be believed by ose who ke not bl actual
evperience

Thave, &c,
- J C ROBLRTSOXN,
Collector
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(COPIES )
No 1593,

Frox

Tae OFFG, COLLECTOR, BANDA,
To

Tne SECRETARY 10 GOVERNMENT,

NoeTR-WesTERY PrOvInCES
Dated Banda, Collsctor’s Ofice, the Lsz Decenber, 1874

S,

1 AYE the honor—in reply to G O No G4tA, of the Gth October, 1874—
to reply that no copy of Mr Geddes® work on famine s to bo fonnd m the bbrary I
have therefore adhereld to the questions contained in the lettor, and answered them as
fully as 1 can

2 The cause of tho distress 1n tho dustrict of Banda appears to have been want
of ram during 1873, sustable to Bundelkhand A largs portion of the soil s what 1s
known as ““mar,” or black sl When sodden withrawn, 1t bocomes a thiek, spongy
pulp, through whieh cattle mabe thoir way with difficulty, and which 1t 13 1mpussiblo
to plough, or proparo for sced  The same ground a week's sun will convert ito hard
clods

3 The runy scason closed abrapily on tho 8th September, 1873 There was
no raie worth mentioning after that date, and the Chmstmas ras entirely failed
The effect of thus on prices will be elearly seen from Appendix A,

4 No groat apprehension was, however, folt til} February, 1874, when Mr
Tucketts, the Commissioner, who was then passing through tho distrct, brought to the
notice of Government what be had seen duniag bus four At that time bayra and jowar,
tho cheapest gramns, wero selling for 18 scers the rapee, and on tho evo of risiay
hugher. Sull there w13 never any famine of food  Thero wero no rteal cultivators
among the recipiants of rehef, an§ only two cases of persons who bad been formerly
Lindholders Roth these classes had taken cave of themsetves when they reaped the har
vest They had grain, and grun meant the power o gst money  DBat they wuro wiso
enongh to liy asido enough for thare houselold wants till the days of rabi harvest,
and partol enly with tho surplas At the samo tune lurel libor wis exprasive
A seer of grain, whother 1n money or hial, was nearly tiwic as hervy 4 dean as 1t
woul] have been 1n ordinary times  Villagers have fow Juxuries, clo bes, shoes, ani
sweetmetts compriso nearly tho whole, and tho two former waro soon dispensed with
Tho cotton crop too wai muserable, and Isather dear  As a consequence, the weaver
and chamar found himself depnived of the very work wh b fills 1n the gap of lewnre
agneultaral tine, which was then beqnming  Field-work, whntever thero was of 1t,
3943 1ot pres tnz, and could easily be kept malerby the aznculturist’s own honsehol I,
50 ths door too was elosed  Ryput women anl chill on pat asly ther digmty,
and andertosh worh which s ge ictally dono 1n other Fears by hirel Labor,

5 Theso weavers and chamars, together with other Low ensto abarers, wero

thoso by whom tho pressaco of distress was most flt
6 Rehef began tobo almimstered on the 30th Jannary anl continunl ¢ 1f the

10th October, 1871 It was of two kinds—reliel 1 rcturn for Tahor, anf i £
gratwitondly given.  The nombers are shown ta Appendices B and C.
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7. Thirteen poorhouses were openod at conveniont centros throughout the dis-
trict, and threo lavge roliof works were commenced. Tho District Officars personally
inspected the villages whore distress was worst, and remained in the interior of the
district till the crisis was over.  The work of villago inspection entailed considerablo
exposure during the hottest months, and in the most trying climate in the North-
Westorn Provincos.

8. Relief works were opened on both sides of the river Ken, close to the town
of Banda, An cmbankment was made connceting the high water ferry at the IKen
with the metalled Saugor road.

9. At Turra, 23 miles from Banda, an embankment was construeted on tho
main road to Kirwi,

10. At Sarraia, on the road leading from Kirwi fo the Manikpur Railway
Station, a raised road was made, connecting the important cotton mart of Rajapur
with tho metalled road leading to the Manikpur Railway Station.

11. The particulars of these works are shown in Appendix B.IL

12. The workmen were paid at first in cash, and by day labor, Iater on, as
prospects improved, food of the cheapest description—chiefly mohwa—and picce-work
was substituted : by this means relicf was, as far as possible, confined to those persons
who renlly stood in need of it, and gangs were occasionally shifted from one work to
another, in order to test the reality of distress,

13. The local expenditure was as follows :—

Rs. a. p.

* This includes Re, 751-9-10 on ~ From State Funds ... e 13,249 4 6
account of Kirwi sub-du ision. By Local Relief Committee e 6,026 7 4Y

O ]

Total ... 19,275 11 10

14. In conclusion, I would beg to refer you to my general roport on relief opera-
tions, No, 860, dated 25th June, 1874, which was despatched to your address.
1 have, &e.,
R, WALL,
Officiating Collector.

s

P.S.—~Separate statements relative to poorhouses in the Kirwi subdivision will
follow.
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APPENDIX A
1

Pange of prices durvng tle last four montfs of 1873, compared scith the teo
preceing years

Serrevmen Ocrorez. Dorrumer, Decrupes,

1671 | asm2 [ 1873 | 1871 | 1872 | 1873 | 1871 | 1872 [ 1573 {1871 {aer2 [1ema,

Wheat, per rupee | 23 0} 13 12) 12 5| 22 0 15 4] 1314 T 15 15120 12 4] %3 4125 B 13 6

Barley 3t o] 21 4] 14 950 o1 o112) 15 4[ 30 4] 2123 16 14{ %8 4 %0 1125 10

C‘i“:’:‘“"}" 15 o 16 of 1334 16 o| 16 8| 16 4 17 4|11 & 12 of 15 12] 18 20} 14 22

Bayrs w | 0| 1o12] 913[21 of 23 815 sjar 0] 23 of 13 o] %5 420 617z

Towar w |20 0l 19 4] 1e 8f2r 0] 16 415 1) 33 5[ 2 of 19 5|25 #l5 o2 0

Gram , |30 o 2612 1512|320 0 23 4118 of 31 8f27 of 16 14[ 25 475 417 6
roRAIL,

Offc at ng Collcctor, Danda

e
A 1D
Range of preees from Fibruary to O tober, 1874

. [z

Blala]. e l-l8)51E

APEESEN RSN IFNE BN

|5 | 8 & &8 S SR (T

Wh at, per rupeo e - u 12 17 17 15 18 16 l % 1”7
arley - - Lolae e e s fas s [ ] e
Common nes . Wwlw el falnls]s
raw AR PRI RS F Y YR
Jowar " - e J P I ME M ALMLY NI
Gram . . ol |nfwo]laln|n|xn

T WAL, M
Of; Collector, Lar’s.
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APPENDIX B L

Router Works.

Statement showing the mumber of persons relieved week by week.

Offg. Collector,

Week ending Weekly total, Mfo"tg]'}y ReMaRRs,
Ken River Approach, Right Bank.,
January, 1874 3ist 1,928
T . 1,028
Tebruary Tth 3.246
Isth 8,620
21st 14,993
f 28th '22,,38‘
— — 49,140
March » 7th 18,999
14th =969
218t 2,308 .
J1st 5,499
. — 34,863
April » 7th 9213
14th ?’FGB
st 2,496
30th olsat
e 11,131
May ” 7th 1 662
14th "5,‘3
2ist 1'3?5
31st 1'.770
. —_ 6,310
June ” 7th "“‘q o
14th ;766
2ist 642
30th 604
—_———— 2,969
Jllly ” 7th 394
11th 193
[ — 587
Total .. 106,910
Left Bank, Ken River Approach,
February, 1874 28th 2,591
st e 2,591
March " 7th 24716 *
lath 10,162
st 2,369
A 27,247
Total  u 20,838
Rajapur and Serraia Road. | -
February, 1874 28th
» .__.__.1’099 1,093
March » 7th 5,141
1ath 5’049
. st 3,30
st 5,764
———— 18,848
April 7th 1,615
14th Prre
ioth 50
——— i 2,302
Totn} 22,949
Ruising 1st Section, Banda and Manikpur |~
Road.,
February, 1874 28th 4,662
e e —— 4,652
March » 7th 12,048
14th 13,929
21st 7,039
31st 7,446
. e e e 40,662
April o 7th 5,955
14th 5,073
215t 2776
Suth 1,027
n s e 14,831
+ May 7t 2,985
" l4th "240
21st a71
31st 443
' e e 3,939
June » ond 44 e
Total . 64,128
Granp Toray, " vor 223,125
Dated the 30th November, 1874, R. WALL, R. C. BATTIE,

District Engineer.
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APPENDIX B I

1 Xen Rever approzcies—This 15 a most smportant work wonld hare been

carnied out 1n tho usual methodical mapner by Pablic Works D,
fazune not taken place epartment had the

Quantity of work done, right Lank

Re ap

Tarthwork, 268,421 eubic feet, cast e 5842 4 4
Left bank

Earthwork, 139,147 enbic fect, cost o 207413 1

2 Rgapur and Sarrma Road —This road swas only lately open~d oatasa surface
villaga road, and the rmsingand bridging was e contemplation when the seareity
boppeuned It was then taken m hand, and the poor of the parganas of Tarbawan,
Max, end Kamasin, which comprise the Karwa sub division, wero usefully employed
12 g tho road

Quaniuy Cost
Rs ap
Earthwork . 208176 1499 4 4

3, Rawnng st Sectron, Manikpur Road —The project for the work was ready, and
the work would have been commenced in the uszal way by the Public Works Dopart.
ment, but the famine micrvened, and the work was accordingly commenced.

Quantity Cort
Bs ap
“Earthwork . 412162 533514 8

Tn additon to the above actmal espenditure on tworks carmed out, the roads named
below were aligned, and projects partially prepared to meet the emigencies of the
famme ~

Cozt
By a p
Alguing road from Baberu to Attarra e 20212 3
Ditto  ditto  Gulrampur to Badaust - 14911 3
Ditto  ditto  Banda to Khsuoan e - 1418 7
R C DATIIL,
Dustrict Engtneer

Tre 30tk Kovember, 1674
R WALL,

0Ofyg Collector, Bards.
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APPENDIX C.

Statement showing the number of persons velieved in Poorlouses (excluding Kirwi sub-
division) wecl: by week,

Wk endiog

Number sclieved

Tiebruney, 1871

Marel

Apni

May

June

Joly

August

Ity

"

pEYRS

1"

September o

October

7

Total

oand

2sth

7th
14th

215t

« 28th

At
1.th
16th
25th

ond

oth
16th
]t

St

Tth
14th
s1st

seth

7th
Téth
21st

d'st

Tth
J4th
218t

Jlst

i 2,362

J Monthiy total, Rranxs,
1,213
17,690
3,407
Nor1e.~Tach pruper who
was an inmate of the
poorhouse fora whole
week counts ns geven
in thiy statement.
24,944
10,811
5,856
2,587
1,564
419
S
96,830
R. WALL,

Offg. Collector Banda.
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No 467 or 1874

Frox

Tye ASSISTANT COLLECTOR, KIRWT,
To

Tne COLLECTOR or BANDA

Dated the 30th November, 1874
Em,

v answer to your lettor No 1586 of 1874, I have the honour to forward the
fullowing brzef account of the scarcity that prevailed 1o this sub diviston 1n the early
part of this year,

2 As far as T can Jearn, the lower classes in the thres parganas under my charga
are at the best of times separated by a very narrow hne from actual waat. They
never have af thewr command any hoard of food or mozey, and the moment that =
famme of food or of labour shows itself, from that moment with them starvation
beging

3 1 amnformed that the harvest for the last two or three vears have been
scanty The cause assigned 1s the fall of excessive raw 1 July and August, which
prevented the * mar ** soil being properly worked upon  In 1873, the ramns came to
an abrupt end early in September, and there was no fall of winter ram ~ The latter
cause, however, affects these three parganas less  Wjth them the harvest s the khanf,
and the khanf grans at barvest time last year were ranging between eghteen and
twenty three seera for the rupee  Later on 1 the months of January and February,
these same food grains were standing at about eighteen seers for the rupea

4 Tam of opimon, however, that theso high prices were mach helped by two
causes (1) the news that a camp-of exercise was about to be beld at Kirsi, made ths
local gram merchants ansious to have at their command large stores of food gram,
(2) The high prices ruhng 10 Lower Bengal drawaed the country of all rabi grams, aad
threw the pecple back upon the khanif stores  Certain I am that there were stores of
geain kept back, for when this harvest was yet unripe, kharif grais of tho past year
were sclling for half as much again as thoy did when the harvest was bemng cut

5  The mahwa frmt hers s for foyr months i the year the staf of hfs to fho
poorer classes  When 1t 13 about to fall, whole villages arc almost depoputated, so
grent 15 tho rush on to the ully tracts to gather mn this product,  For two years past
this harvest, too, has been poor.

6 Tho lugh prices did not affect the landholders and cultivators much, YWhat
they lost 10 quaniyty of yicld, they got back more or less by tho lugh prioss the harvest
commanded  They were shrewd enough to keep back a sufficient stock of gran for
therr households before parting with what thoy had reaped, and I do not know of &
single 1nstance 1 which this class of persons was relieved, Somo 1nstances there wero
no doubt, but they never attracted any potice The only effect npon this elass as o
body secms to hyve been that they had to work mach harder and do, themsclves, much
which they would have got done for them by hured labouz,

7 As & natural consequence, tho petty artizans of the willage who eko out thewe

Livelihood by helping at weeding timo and harvest, found this means of Lchhood gone,
and our rehef works and poorhouses were lled chuely by weavers, chamars, ahire,

and such like persons,
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8. Reliefoperations began on Fobruary 19th, end endod on J uly 20th. The
largest number under poorhionse roliof is to b found in tho sixth week, March 2298,
T the beginning of Aprily a fairly good mahwn harvest began, and for a wholo month
none wero loft on our hands but those who had been so reduced by weakness befora
they came 1o us that they had to bo in most caces medically treated. In May, number
roso slightly again, owing to the harvast being over, but from Juno a steady decrease
get in, which enabled e, in the middle of July, to close all relicf,

9. Tho number of persons relioved aro shown in the following tables—

Week, Date. Number fn poor-
houses,

Ist Felruary 10th to 21st e . e to
2m o gond to 2sth e e v 697
and March bt to Tth ‘on vee e 1,896
4t » &th to I4th e vos " 3,548
hth " 15th to 2iat s P e 4,620
Gl " 22nd to £ath "~ = P 4,937
N " 208h o dth April o v 4,734
tth Apnl oth to 1eh e . . 0,643
mh - 121l tn 1eth e - 1,080
j0th ' 15th to 2%th o vee e 1,078
11th " s6th to May ond . 915
pEANY May rd to oth eae ™ o 916
1%th " J0th 10 161h e oo v 983
15th " tTithto g°nd o ees 1,093
16th " 24th to 20:h e e 1,141
[ " Jiat to June Oty [N e s 1,194
Inth June 7tk tn 13th e . s 1014
10th ” 14th to 20th e s oo €33
«0th " 2188 to 20th oo o oo 347
3 " 2sth to July 4th s e s 195
2ond Juty Sthto] th e ve o 161
o3nd " 12th to i8th o vos v 142
”" 18th to 20th e Yy oee 42
‘ 33,871

10. Relief operations were organized by the Commissioner, Mr. Ricketts; they
consisted of relief works at Kirwi and Raipura and poor-houses. My report extends
(!.nlv,‘ to tho Iatter; poorhouses wero opened at Kirwi, Raipura, Manikpur, and
Mn-rkundi, in pargana Tirohan,

At Mau, Bargar, and Rajapur, pargana Chiban.
At Kamasin, pargana Xamasin,

At each place a sub-committee of zemindars was formed, and the actual daily super-
vision entrusted to them. At Kirwi, Mr. Reid superintended the poor—ho.use there,
which contained, all through the time of scareity, the largest nun}bers. I roceived m}lch
assistance from Mr. Lakin, a platelayer on the East Indian I?mlway, who supervised
daily all the relief that was given at Manikpur and Markundi.

11. The tabsildars and mysclf wera employed in examining the dfffcrent villages. -
This work was necessary, as to many of thoso whom wo eventually rcheve.ddthe Iabour
of crawling to a poorhouse was insurmounta})l?. Th‘em wore mnnva;lﬂ . rglm?;rs,
tao, afloat as to the object of Government in giving relief. In and'ncar :1l a.n,. ei ;:11,
was that all relieved wonld eventually be shippefl off to some distant colony ; nl]ie?
terrors Jike this added much to the physical disinclination to scek Government relief.

12. After a fow weeks, the Mau and Bargar poorhouses were z.lmnlgamated
into one at Hatwa., The landholder here, one Sidhgopal, took a warm mterest,hand
contributed both money and care to tho poor wretches who were housed t t]czre.
These were mostly from the hilly tracts, and were much more reduced by hunger than
the inmates of any other poorhouse.

13. 1 found no signs of neglect at any poorht.mse, save those of Mau and Ka~
masm. In each of these cases the Government official was to blame. )



14 The food mven was first flour of % channa ” with a hittle dal and salt, Ths
diet was changed to mahwa, when that harvest came 10, and on 1ts close, we reverted
10 the former dict agan A large number, bowever, had to be bronght back fo Iife,
and these had to receive more nourishing and generous food  Every care was taken
of such cases 1n the dispensary,

15  The total cost of relief 1s detailed below o=

Rsa p
In food w .. o 1,432 14 10
Mrscellaneous o .. 351 6 0

Total cost .o Bs 1,782 410

I have, &e,
G. E ENOZX,
Assustant Collector,
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No. 328 or 1874.

Frou
Tnr OFFG. COLLECTOR or HAMIRPUR,
To |
Tue COMMISSIONER, ALLAHABAD DIVISION,
Dated Hamfrpur, the 20th November, 1874,
Sig,

As directed in Government Cireular No. 6134., dated 6th October, 1874, 1
have the honor to submit a brief history of relief operations in this district during the
year 1873-74,

2. Cause of distress—Distross in this district was not caused by the completo
failure of any one harvest. It aroce from a series of bad harvests, caused by untimely
rather than deficient rainfull. - The steain then brought o bear upon the r(‘s:mrces of a
population poorer than that of any district in these provinces, with which I am acquaints
ed, was more than they could bear,

3. Necessity for relief—Relief works in this district were not commenced by me.
I found them going on when I took charge of the district in May last. I have no hesi-
tation in slating that my predecessor was right in commencing them, and that the assis-
ance then affurded to the very poorest clusses has been the means of saving very many

Jives.

4. Clasers employed on relicf worke~The bulk of the persons supported on relief
works were laborers and eultivators who, owing to the hard time, were unable to earn
a lising elsewhere.  They were paid at rates just sufficient to give them their daily food,
and nothing more.  They really did a day’s work for their wages. Large numbers of
them were holf-starved, and were literally kept alive by the wages they received. The
Jow rate of wages paid kept away persons not really in distress, All the money spent

upon relief works was well spent.

5. Clasees eupported in poorhouses~Of the persons supported in poor-houses, per-
hapshalf were the ordinary poor of the country—persons who live by alms. In time of
distress such persons naturally find it harder than usual to gain a living.  Being used to
living on alims, they are only too glad to enter onr poorhouses dircctly they begin to
find their own calling unprofitable, I feel that the expenditure upon the support of this
class of persons is to n certain extent un<atisfactory: still it is impossible to exclude them
fram the poorhoues. Nearly all of ihis class supported in this district were either
mained, halt, or blind, many of whom would unquestionably have perished if left to their

OWNl FesOurces,

6. The other inmates of poorhonses wero of various classes. Some were widows

and orphans left without means of support : some ywere persons ordinarily supported
\ . . .

by their relations, but who had been cast off by them owing to the bard times. Nota

few were wanderers from Native States.  In snpporting these classes of persons in poor-

houses a good work was done.

7. Commencement of relief operations—In December, 1873, Colonel Davidson,
when marching through the south of tho

Rs, 0. p. .
Banda and Saugor road, w 988 5 0 district, noticed signs of distress. Ho
Hamirpur and Kabrai road, v 316 9 3 . .. .
Muboba and Knlpabar road, .. 437 o o nuthorized the District Engineer to employ
Rulpahar town road, = 25 9 gaily Inbor on road-work. The expenditure

shown in the margin was incurred from the yearly grant for repairs of roads. This
work, thongh not strictly speaking a relief york, afforded considerable relief to the

people.
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8  Repawrs to Lacka roads—On the 11th January, 1874, the repawrs of certam
hacha roads in the Muhobt and Rulpalar parganas were commenced as a relief work
by Mr Halkett, whose action 1 the matter was approved in Commussioner’s I tter
No 21, dated 2nd T\bruary, 1674 These works lasted &l the 31<t March The dmly
werage of peisons employcd was 215 The wages pmd were from 2 snmas fo
1 anna for men, 3 jace for women, and 2 pice to I pice for children  The total cost
amounted to Rs 691 Tlus sum was ongmally charged agamst the old chanlidant
balance, but was ev<ntnally repard by the Public Works Department

9 Hamupur wnd Kalpy Road —On the 1st March, 1874, r mg 4 ¢ Hamrpur
wnd Ralps road was commenced as o rebef work for the town of Hamurpur This
wwork was continted fiom Ist March fo the 4th July, 1874 Dunng thit perod tho
average daly attendwce was 205 The wages pud were 8 peo for adnlty and 2
pice for clildren The total cast of tho work was s 2,232-8-7, which has becn
defiayed by ti ¢ Public W orks Department  The wark done on tlus rord was good It
consisted cluefly m raemg the bank near the Robam bridge  This banh has frequently
Deen carnied away by tho flood 1 former years  Tlis year, though severely tried, 1t
Yas stood wll

10  Kulpahar Tank and Kirat Saugor Bun 1 —On the samo date two other relief
works were commenced at Kulpahar and Muhob1  The first was the clearing out of
v tank at Kulpahar  Tvork lasted till the 7th April the aserage daily numbers em-
ployed bemg 295, and the total cost Rs 485-12-9  The second con wted of work done
m o mg the bund of the Kirat Saugor lahe This work was open for 47 duyx
The average daily numbers employed were 13) The total cost was Rs 409-10-2
The cost, of Loth these works was defrayed Ly the Public Works Department Tho
wages paud were from 2 annas to 3 pice for men, 1 annz te 3 piee for women, 1d
two pice to 1 pice for chuldren

11 MauTha and Beuar rosd —On the Tth March, 1874, rarng the Mandha 1nd
Bewar road was commenced as @ relef work  [11s work was kept open for G4 days,
with an average daly attendance of 142 The wages pud were 2 anms to 3 pice for
men, 3 pice for women, nd 2 pice to 1 pree for cluldren  The tot d cost, Rs 569 15 9,
wis defiayed by the Public Works Department The work done was good, and the
smprovement to the voad has been considerable

12 Roul from Mdobe Town fo the Binda and Saraar Poad —On the 15th
Blarch, 1874, 11 mg the road from Muhoba to the Bunda md Saugur Rowl was com
menced a3 a rehef work  This work remaned open for 82 days, with an werage daily
Attendanes of 301 The wages pud were 2 anms to 3 pice for men, 3 pree for
ssomen, and 13 to 1 pice for ebillrn  The total cost—tee Re 1,436-0-5—vas met by
the Put he Worl s Department  Tlus was sho a useful worl, the road bemng much
frequented and lymg verv low

13 Pan cars and ath and Kulpahar and Jartp or Poade—In the begimmng of
Apnl the rehef gwngs emploved npon the Knlpahar tank were transferred to the
Tanwars and Rath roud, and the Rulpiar and Jutpur ead, 16 being thought that
thy could more usefally bo employed upon rang tho e roals  These tno works
wera hept open the first for 38 days, tho averze daily attendance being 272, and tlo
«conl for 73 diys, with an avernge datly attendanes of 510 The total exponditure
wpon both to1ls was s 1,747-1-0 chrged to the Pablic Vorks Departm nt  The
rate of wages 1 n1was 2 annas to 3 pree for men, 3 yice to 2 jice for women, 2 pice
to 1 pice for children  The work dons on the Kalpahar and Jartpur ronds was_good
and usefl  Vwork on the Panwan and Rath roud, benz too far from tahedl fir
jroper supermicndence; »as ot so good , that work was accordingly stopped earls =
Mav, 1874

14 Mlltun Saugor Tark Bund —On the Tth May, 1874, come of the L=
cmployed on the Mubola and Binds and Saugor roads were transferred o tur 15~
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dun Saugor Bund, which required to be slightly raised ; work lasted for 8 days. The

average daily attendance being 328, and the total cost chareed t i
Department being Rs. 117—10-2. ’ reetfo fhe Fublic Works

15. Kulpahar and Muhoba Road.—As work on the Kulpabar and Jaitpur road
was approaching completion, part of the gang was removed to the Kulpahar and
Muhoba road, which required levelling and in part widening and raising. Work on ;:his
road lasted till the 20th July. The average daily attendance was 5010 and the total
cost charged to Pdblic Works Department was Rs. 599-8-9. The mte’pzﬁd were ‘2
annas to 3 pice for men, 2 pice to women, and 1 pice to children.

16.  Afchoba Town Roads~—On the 1st July, 1874, the gang employed upon the
Muhoba and Binda and Saugor road was transferred to the Muhoba town roads which
in many cases required raising. Some, of these roads were also roughly metal’led by
this gang with murum found in the adjacent hills. Work lasted till theo,‘ZOth July 1874
with an average daily attendance of 735. The cost, Rs. 455-2-10, was char’ged t(;
the Public Works Department. The wages paid were 2 annas to 3 pice for men, 2
pice to women, & to 1 pice for children. ’

17. Closing of relief works—On the 20th July, 1874, all relief works were
closed. By that date rain had fallen in ample quantities throughout the district, and
thongh the relief works were still extremely popular, it was thought unnecessary to
keep them open any longer. Indeed, had the rain been less incessant, and consequently
ficld-work less impeded, the works might have been closed somewhat earlier. By this
time also work had been begun upon the Hamirpur and Kabrai road, for the raising of
which a graut of Rs. 12,192 was made by Government. This work afforded employ-
ment to the able-bodied, while the more feeble supported themselves by field Jabor,
weeding, &ec.

18. Total expenditure on relief works.—In short, relief works proper were carried
on in this district from the 11th January, 1874, to 20th July. The daily average of
persons employed for the whole of that period was 1,121, and the total cost to Govern-
ment Rs. 9,144-9-7. Roughly speaking, we may say that 1,100 persons were supported
for six months at Re. 1-5-0 per head per month,

19.  Permanent vesults of relicf works—As permanent results of the relief works
we have the following :—

1st,—Embankment on the Hamirpur and Kalpf road.

9nd,—A raised road for part of the distance from the Kabrai and Hamirpur road
to the town of Maudha. This work might hereafter be completed with
advantage from local funds,

3rd,—A raised road from the Binda and Saugor road to the town of Muhoba.
4¢h—Improved and partly metalled roads in Mahoba town.
5th,—Improvement to the roads from Kulpahar to Muhoba and Kulpahar to Jait-

pur.

90. Poorhouscs.—On the 11th February, 1874, poorhouses were opened by
M. Halkett at Muhoba, Kulpahar, and Panwari. On 22nd March, 1874, a poorhouse
was opened at Rath, On 15th May, 1874, 1 opened a paorhouse at Maudba, the
relief work at that place being closed on that date. On the 2nd of July, I opened

at Hamirpur to provide such of the laborers up to that date supported
The Hamirpur

a poorhouse
on the relief works, who were unable to earn a livelihood elsewhere.

relief wark was closed on 4th July, 1874

91. BMuhoba Poorhiouse—The Muhoba poorhouse was open from the 11th Feb-

ruary til] the end of October. During that period the average daily number of resi~
785-10-11, being at the rate

dents was 80. The total expenditure upon food was Rs.
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of Bs 9-13-0 per head for 8 months, or Re 1-1-11 per bead per month 4,
n
Repaurs o balfding i;: 1% addibonal sum of Rs 433122 was epent

bervanta and gooking
:’“‘h"‘l 2 1]:; -‘1“: Tpon ser;ants, honang, and clothing  the

xpetines Of paupers se; aupers, fuel.
D of P00 20t to s banpers, fuels, eookmg pans, conveyng Pau-
iy . B § vers to therr Bomes, funcral expenses, Lo,
2

Tt a3 wpermargm adding the expenditure upon
3 — servants and cooking to that on food, the total
xisos to R 938 2 5, or Re 1511 per head per month

22 Kulpaher Poorhouse—The Kalpabar Poorhouse was opened on the 11tk
Tebruary, 1874, aad closed on 24th October, 1874 Daring fhat period tho averago
darly pumber of mmates was 174 Tho total expenditure on food was Re 1,518-15 7,
closc upon Rs 8-12 0 per bead for 84 months, or Re 105 er head per month ’I’he’

1

diturs ot Kolpaber dto Rs 19262, us per margm  The

Servants . 9> 3 % DPoorhouse was located partly 1 a Governe
Cloth e

lothiog 45 L 9 ment sarar and partly i the rmned tahiily

Fxpensea of paupers sent to
the r bomen - 3 bulding, so there was no charge for housing

3 2

Bredical eharges = %2 cooking pots were borrowed by the Tahsldar,

1% % 2 and fuc was cnt 1n tho neighbourhood by the

paupors  Water beung obtnnable clove at band, only ane hakar was hept for draving

water Henco the charge for servants and coohing were lower at this poorhouse

than at any other  Addmg i the cost of servants and cooking, the expenditare rises
to Ry 1,618-1 10, or Re 1 I 6 per hcad per month

23. Panwar Poorhouse —The Panwari Poorbouse was opened on the 8th Feb.
' ruary, 1874, and remamned open il the 27th June ,
when 1t was closed some portion of the inmates being
transferred to Kulpahar The average datly num
ber of mmates was104  The total expenditare upen
food alone was Rs 558-8 11, or Rs 5 6-0 per head
for 4} months, or Re 1-3-1 per head per month The miscellaneous expenditure
amounted to Bs 26-0:0 as per margin  Adding the charge for servants and cooking
to that for food, the total expenditure was Bs 583-8 11, or e 1-3 11 per head por
month

21 Rath Poorhouse —The Bath Poorhouse was opened on the 22nd March and

Ro ap Closed on the 23rd October, 1874 The averag

Tepuratobwlding o 8813 0 duly number of mmates was 79 The total ex-
Srmatsudeooking 2312 1 dtore on food anly was Re G078, bewng
iapesrsof guwpermsett - g 7-10.0 per head for 73 months, or Be 1-0-3 per
Funeral chacges 2 U © pead per month The muscellaneons expenditure
3 o 1 smounted to Rs 384-0-1, as per margm  Adding

“"""" {le cost of sersants and cooking to that of food, the

total expendature stands at Rs 815 39, or Re 1 60 per head per month

Servants and coolang
Cluth ng

'
ascw
oo™

B
@
°

25 Maudha Poorhouse —The Maudha Poorhouso was epen from the 15th May,
1874, till the 22nd October, 1874 The average

Sersante snd ocklng o o 7 5 daly number of mmates was 31 Tho dotal cost for
Gl thing ner "85 ° foodmasonly Re 168-6-8,bemgRs 5-7-0 per Leadfor
Fom e 3 40 54 months, or Re 1-0-7 per head per month Tha
106 3 9 mscellaneons expenditure amounted to Re 106-3-9,

"=, asper margm Addmg the expenduturs on rervants

and cooking to that on food, the total cost stands st Rs 254-145, or Re 17-11 per
Lead per month
96 Hamirpur Poorlowe —The Hamfrpur Poorhouse was open from umulz‘
Julv to the 22nd October, 1874 The average dafly mumber of mmales vrﬂ‘
The total expenditure on food only was Re 458-13-8, being nt‘i.he .
ol
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30: head for 33 months, or Re, 1-1-8 per head per month. The miscellancous expen-
ure . 59. ot chi i ;
iture amounted to Rs. 975-9-11 particulars of which are given on the margin,

Re. a. p. The expenditure at this poorhouse was

Building .., . 447 10

:’éﬁrv)nprs, fuel, and cooking pans, S ol heavy, as an entirely new building bad
othing .. 168 14 3 to be constructe i ildi
Bt o paupers ‘want o thiie ' ‘5 ucted, no suitable building
uli?{é”f . 93 11 10 Deing available, Adding the expenditure
2 Al clinrges Lo e, 20 4 2 e 3

Funernl expionses &6, o 512 g ©On servants and cooking to that on

~——— food, the total expenditure stands at

month, ~———— Rs, 768-3-6, or Rs. 1-12-9 per head per

27, Total expenditure upon poorhouses~Poorhouses were open in this district
from tho 8th February to the 81st October. The average daily number of immates
was 431, The total cost for food only was Rs. 4,091-15-5, being at the rate of Rs.
9-7-0 per head for 83 months, or Re. 1-1-3 per head per month. Adding in expenditure
on servants and cooking, the total expenditure rises to Rs, 4,998-2-8, or Re. 1-5-1
- Ré' I;- per head per month. The total of all
Stationery o0 - - 5 o o echarges, including sudder office charges,

o s per margin, stands at Rs. 6,221-4-9,
or Re. 1-10-2 per head per month.

a.
G
0

~
e

28, Funds how obtained.—~The subscriptions raised in this district amounted to
Rs. 2,607-10-7. The balance of the expenditure has been defrayed from funds supplied
hy the Relief Committee at Allahabad,

29, System precailing in poorhowses—~The system maintained in these poor-
fouses was as follows. Residence at night was not enforced, but ail persons relieved at
them were obliged to remain the whole day at the poorhouses. Clothes were pro-
vided for those who urgently required them ; their own rags being taken from them.
Waork of some kind was exacted from these who had strength for it, but the great
majority were quite unfit for labor. At Kulpabar and Muboba and Rath coarse
cloth was made, which was used up as clothing in the poorheuses. At Hamirpur
the paupers were employed in grinding corn and in clearing jungle on the station roads.
The rations given at all poorliouses were as follows :—

{ Flour 8 Chittacks.

Adults, man or woman 1 Dal 2 ”
Flour 6

Child, above 10 years D;ﬁur 2 :
Flour 5

Do., below 10 ,, ... D:Sm 2 :

Flour 2 .

Do, at arm ... w3 Dal 1 ”

30. Ifealth—There was no disease of an epidemic nature in the poorhouses, and
the health of the inmates on the whole was good.

31, Numbers in poorhouses—In Febrnary the average daily number in poor-
houses was 256. In the end of April it roso to 461, and in the end of May to 682. In
the heginning of June, when the early rainy fell, the attendance fell to 480. The num-
bers remained fairly steady till the end of July, when they rose to 881; the increase be-
ing cansed chiefly by the closing of relief works at Muhoba and Kulpahar. In- August
the number fell again, but rose to 1,031 at the end of the month. At that tlm(? 'the
incessant rain rendered field-labor impossible, and the classes who had been gaining
a living by weeding were driven to the poorhouse. In September the numbers fell to
730, and remained fairly steady throughout the month. In Qctober the numbers .feH
to 418, 356, 276, 66, as paupers were gradually drafted off to their homes; at that time
prices had become easier, and the harvest was beginning. All poorhouses were clos'ed
by the end of Qctober ; a few sick paupers remaining, who were supported at the dis-

pensaries.
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32 Prues —Prices fluctmated very Litle during the period under review, anl
though huzh for thus part of the world, never reached what would be cone dered famne
rates elsewhere  They were nt their hughest i December, but fell on the ralt grun
coming 1nto the market  Wheat was nover dearer than 13, gnd gram than 16 scers for
the rupec  Barley and Indian corn are hardly hnown i the di trieta, Jowar and
Dbyra, the food of the poor, owing ta a succes 1on of bad Khnf harve te were hardly
procurable in the market It was thus failure of the hharif crops i several successren
years, more than the hugh prices, which canced distress

33 Conduct of oficrals —The relief works nere deaigned and carmed ont almost
entirely by Mr DBlack, Dustrict Engiacer  The orgamzation was good, 1nd the work
done was useful  The expenditure was kept as low as poss:blc The work thus entailed
upon Mr Black was derable, and was most ck d Mr Blach
de erves the thanks of Government for lus exertions

3% 'The rchef works at DMuhoba and Kulpahar were also supermntended by
Ambica Parshad and Madho Parshad, Tah<ildars, upon whom al<o fl] the entire charge
of the two chief poorhomses n the district. I was thorougbly well satisfied with the
manner 1n which both these offieals dxsch;u'ged their duties  They looked after things
themselves, and managed their poork hly well and v Ther
«xertions deserse notice

35  Anneved to this report are three stalements —

1st,—Showing prices of the prnerpal food grams at the places where poorhouses
were opened

2nd,~Showng the neckly attendance at relief works thronghont the di trict
3rd,—Bhowing weekly numbers 1 poorhouses throughout the district
Ihave, &e,
W EAYE,
Ofg Collector
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Statement showing total weekly average of pegple employed an relief warks tn the

Tlamtrpur District.

Wecek. Men, Women, Children, Total,

11th to 14th January, 1874 84 145 c 12 241

16th to 21st ditto 111 167 21 299

22nd to 31sb ditta 376 192 318 886
—— 1,426

1st to 7th February, 1874 . 1,033 950 1,235 ’ 3,998

8th to 14tk ditto "o 202 1,605 1,926 3,292

15th to 2ist ditto " 803 390 1,186 2,369

22nd to 28th ditto - 929 708 706 2,337
—_— 11,156

184 to  7th March, 1874 " 1,671 2,930 1,414 6,015

8th to 14th ditto o 1,707 2,686 1,452 5,845

15th to 21st ditto 1,731 2,896 ' 1,492 6,049

22nd to 31st ditto " 2,278 4,485 2,417 9,175
27,084

1st to 7th April, 1874 m 2,971 4,020 1,683 1,874

8th to 14th ditto e 3,278 4,816 1,477 9,571

15th to 21st ditto i 2,985 5,607 1,944 10,536

29nd to 30th ditta " 3,764 7,378 2,224 13,366
41,347

st to 7th May, 1874 2,938 5,029 1,663 9,625

sth to 24th  ditto 2,656 5,621 2,058 10,335

15th to 2ist  ditto 2,661 5,225 2,348 10,234

22nd to 3lst ditto 4,345 8,651 4,674 17,570
———— 47,764

1st to 7th June, 1874 2,933 6,971 4,035 18,939

sth to 14th  ditto 2,326 7,468 4,204 14,088

15th to 21st  ditto e 2,212 6,801 4,892 13,905

22nd to 30th  ditto - 2,452 8,456 5,867 16,778
e &707

Ist to 7th July, 1874 1,653 5,184 3,639 10,376

8th fo 14th  ditto 1,427 4,567 2,802 8,796

15th to 20th  ditto L1013 3,493 2,038 6,832
26,004

Total . 49,961 105,711 57,816 219,488

HAMIRPOR : F. C. BLACE,

The 20th November, 1874.

Disirict Engineet.



(139 )
APPOMNDIX ©

Staten e ¢ showng the total mumber of persont vel evel sn ench werk at all the Rel of
Houses 1 the Dustr ot of Humirpur

Week Adults Juvenles Total
From 11th to 28 h F broary 181 - 3519 o7 4618
,  Istio TthMarch 1548 352 s
sthto 3lst " ar34 m 5815
1st to 14th Apr ! LX) am 3820
15th to st N 1883 260 213
» mdtoslst 2768 484 s2%
. lstio Tthday » 2322 58 2687
8th to 14th 2378 2 2801
15th to 2tst 2654 64 s
2304 to 81st - 4 oot 4715
Istto 7th Juae - 2891 2 233
» Bthio lth 2877 437 334
15th to 21st - 2609 438 sor
» 2tndto 30th - 3,560 56 4o
1stto Tth July 2814 o1 ETLl
sth to 14th “ 2854 1350 3801
15th to 21t 2790 " 8,501
22nd to Dlst - 4131 1440 5111
Ntto 7th August 3576 1o 4567
» SthtoMbh o 314 1107 4811
1thto 2tst M - 9793 s 490
23dto 3lst - - 5524 1693 729
16t to 7th September - 3878 1239 8317
sth to 14th 2,889 1932 6 2
15th to 2186 - 3683 1reg 4865
220d to S0th 4048 1259 5,305
1t to 7th October 2270 o3 2949
sthto 14t - 1958 51 2495
15th to 316t " 1508 an 1,93
320d to 8lat £ 3 s
Total " 9392 22104 nsase

Hareroe (50) EANOYA LALL, Prxore
The 214 November 1874 } Deputy Collr for O Celloctor
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No. 111 or 1874,

Frow
Tur COM.\HSNONER, ALLAHARAD DIVISION,
To - '
Trr SECRETARY 40 GOVERNMENT,
Nout-Wesrens Provivers.
Dated Mlakabad, the 164k Dreember, 1874,
R,

Tuavs the honor to reply to vour letter No, 613\., dated fth Octobor
eallingl or a report on the relief operations in the districts afiveted by scarcity in Ulis
Division, . -

2. There wacnn searcity awl therefore no relief aperations wore requisite in
Cawnpore, Tatchpur, Jannpur, and in the Dind and Trane-Ganges portinns of the
Alahched Disteict, b dnunpur thers was ol one thne g threatening of searcity, but
the peaple and officials Wore more frichtene | than hurt. There was some small
—— nm«(nnr"‘ remdered By talavi advances® for digzing wells,
but nathing boyaend this was requirel,

. 3. Tise distriota of Cusenpare nnd Fatehpur, and the parts of Aliahabad {cqual-
ling two-thinds of the district) ahosomentioned, wero not only freo from any signe of
rearcity, but bepefitnd eonsiderably by eending gmin at high prices to the famine
districts,

4. Rat there was a diffeeant state of things in the districts of Mamirpur and
Rinda, awd in a partion of Allshabad —all eituated on the west and south =ide of the
Jumna: Hamirpur and Binda are part< of Bundalkhand, and the whole tract may be
deceribv-l as sory similar in climate and physieal featares and charactaristios, “Tho
elimato is drier and far botter, the rinfall ia penorally rather Iess, it is more uncer-
tain, thero is no artificisl irrigation, there are no canals or wells (exeept for drinking
parpozes), the sl in the plain is principally mar or kfibar, which are unproductive,
cxcept when the raing ave «asanable,  Tlay stresson this point,  The rain to do good
must b ssasonable g 3t is all the better if it is shundant alao; botif it falls even in great
quantitics bat at the wrong time, it does but little good ; for the greater part runs off
a« thera ave no {anks or natural jhils for storage, anl the nature of the land is such
that it requines nn esrly and good fall to admit of ploughing and sowing, a thorough
saturation at least one in the ecason, and then the erop for that sea<on is insured.

5. Tiw wealth of a village in the plains of Dundelkhand is measured by its
extont of mar and kibar: mar under favourable circumstances is the most productive
anid the best soil that I have scen in Indin. It produaces both kharif and rabi erops.
The chicf kharif crops are the bajra and jowar, to be found everywhere ; its rabi
produce is wheat, barley, gram, peas, and flax : but it must be understood that the
#amo ficld eannot produce crops at both seacons, for the rain crops cannot be cleared
off in time for the winter sowings.

6. Kflar is akin to mar in some of its characteristics. Tt is very stiff; it bakes
in a dry ~eason into the hacdest mass, which costs much Inbonr to break up. Rain
crope, excepting a little kodo (a eheap inferior grain grown in kébar for loeal consump-
tion), are never grown in kibar; bat when there is s good fall of rain Jate in Septem-
ber, or hetter still early in October, it has the same faculty as mar of absorbing and
retaining a great deal of moisture, and then it will produco wheat, barley, and gram,
almost if not quite equal to the outturn from tho best mar.

7. Tt will be scen then that to have a good rain crop in Bundelkhand, there must
be carly and seasonable rain, not too grea! quantitics at firsty or the mnr is reduced to
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an adhesive mass m which men and cattle cannot work, and i which the seed will rob
withont germnating  When the seed 35 well up, st will thrve the better tho beaver
the ram

8  For tho cold weather crop, both mar and Libar require & good late fall of
rain {0 admut of plonghng anl sowing  These soils, once eatarated at this season, do
not require another drop of ran . they retain enough moisture to ensure an e!cell’ent
harvest,

9 A great part of Bundelhhand 15 undulabing  In these parts tho sorl 1s light
and poot, but when tho xains are heavy and constant, 1t will produce aa ceellont
khanf erop of bajra and jowar, but to bring about thus result, the showers muast be
eonstant, s the greater part of the full 13 sapudly cared off, and thers 13 mo great
depth of soil o retan mositura

10 In some of these undulating tracts 2 bed of rocks underles the whole surface,
only covered by a few inches of soil  Here no crops can be raised, but 1f the rains are
heavy and constant, a most abundant arop of grass s produced, and the villagers profit
largely by raming cattle, or taking 1n large herds to graze from other distncts

11 Thers 1s a fourth description of soil 1n the hilly patts of Bundelkhand  This
18 all gravelly and stony debns washed down from the hills, but mised with enough
earth to admit of the cultivation of mferior erops of bayra or Jowar, and til (eileseed),
and other inferior grans duning very favorable rains, but they produce no rab: crops
whatever
12 Througbout these distriets there are no wells for 1mgation, ro canals, thasgh
1113 to be hoped there will be canals someday ~ The enly artificialirngation 1s from the
lakes n the hilly tracts, bub owing to neglest or mimanagement not a tittls or a
twentieth of the good that might be expected 15 done by those lakes, and, mn the
undulating parts, there 18 2 local custom of constructing dams to retain the water
1n the few places where the bed of the water-course1s Wide and shallow By thus
means a few acres are moistened every here and there, but the total 18 of no great
p If [ bave ded 1n etplumng what I wished to say, 1t will ba
understood that Bundelkhand rehes for both its harvests on seasonable ram  If thisus
dented, there must be a mse 10 prices bigher than mn other parts, owng to its remoto-
ness from other gram growing tracts

13 As a fact, the expericnce of many years shows that they eannot zeckon on
more thaa one favorable ervop 1 four,—that 13, one favorable kbanf out of four, or one
favorable rabi out of the same number They do not get one Lumper crop, or both
a good hhanf and & good rabi to follow out of the same ramns oftener than oncen
ten or more years.

14 Tmay as well hero state that the crop they had 1n tho last Lhanf, and expect
11 the rabt now on the ground, 1s the best they have eter had smco 183)—the year
after the rebellion, or after an 1ntersal of 15 years

15 The postion of s province {of Bundelkhand) snd the stato of the peoplo
maust be cousidered 1 any report treating of 5 famuse (or, to bo accurate, a scarcity)
and 1ts management

16  If Bundelbhand cannot grow sufficient gram to support ibself, it ean rely
only on tho Duab distrrets tols orth (approuimately) for assitance  to the south it
borders on Rewa and the Saugor terntory, on the west on the Native State of Gwa-
hor (the Jhansi districts of Jalaun and Jhans: mtervene, but they are part of Bundel-
Kkhand}, snd theso all partabe 30 much of the nature of Bundelhband ttsclf as to reo-
der them luble to the same mfluences of chimate, and m an unfavorable season
equally m need of asustance
ail classes are poor, popn'ation Is sprrse, the ares

7

17. The people throughont
60th of the whol. s und 1 eultivation, aud ze 1

tnder cultivation 13 emall (not one
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that proportion in many parts), the want of capital and labor, and inveterate caste
prejudices, render cultivation very primitive and ineffoctual. The Governmont reve-
nae is light, but it is paid with great diffeulty; for, owing to the causes above-
mentioned, and a general recklossness and improvidence, all the old proprietors
that are left, and the greater number of the now ones. are deeply in debt. They
have no resource but their fields, and these often fail them. Thus it follows that
there arc mno large grain stores, excepting in the dealers’ hunds; there is not
much money to spire to buy grain in a bad season when prices are high ; so when
a really bad season does come, the better off amongst the landed proprietors
get deeper into debt, the small proprietors and tenants ave fed to keep
them alive by the village grain-dealers, to whom they are one and all indebted ; and
then the lowest elass of all the village artizans, and the common laborers, who at
the best of times live roughly and have nothing to spare, are put to groat distress
when the fields are dried up by drought, and the call for labor ceases, and there are
no wages.

18. Then the wages for labor in Bundelkhand are on a peeuliar system,
unknown in the richer districts of the Diab, but the natural inHeritance of the poor in
a poor country. In the Diab, the laborer is permitted to carry away a good propor-
tion, varying from 5 or 6 scers a day to a 1 of the erop (according to the crop) he
reaps for his employer. He and his family ean thus lay by a store of grain which will
last them for many months of the non-working season ; but in Bundelkhand the laborer
hardly ever receives this liberal treatment ; at the most he reccives 24 annasa day pay,
and this only when the harvest is at its beighl. and labor is scarce; generally he
receives less than this, and his women and children even less in proportion ; but to all
is accorded the privilege of enting as much as they can whilst they work, and they
munch the dry hard corn all day whilst they are reaping. Other agricultural operations
are paid for either in money or a ration of grain.

19. In a hard scason like the last, I was myself a witness to the competition
swhich mzets the Iaboring classes, and deprives many of them of labor and wages
which they cnjoy as a matter of course in ordinary seasons. Ordinarily the Rajpiit
and Brahmin proprictor or tenant, and they are very numerous in Bundelkhand, will
never plough or weed or reap. This year they all, attended by their wives and daugh-
ters, and even their youag sons, who were withdrawn from the village schools for
the purpose, lahored all day at the harvest, and thus saved for themselves the grain
or money usnally paid away to the lower classes.

20. These were thus reduced to a greater degree of distress than ever, and the
wonder was how they managed to live, Fortunately in those parts (I speak especially
of Banda, where I personally saw what I am here relating, but it was the same else-
where where the scareity was greatest,—that is, in the undulating hilly tracts) there
is always some jungle near, and to these jungles all who could goso far, and who had
no oceupation, resorted daily to search for berries, fruits, and gum, which are for-
tunately plentiful at that season, and with which they supplemented any small por-
tion of regular food they might manage to obtain fairly or by begging, or stealing;
as a fact, the children lived chiefly on this jungle produce. I have myself seen cultiva-
tors, men apparently tolerably well off and in good bodily condition, thin but capable
of work, who were watching their ripening corn, and had nothil?g to eat but a sup-
ply of fruit {rom the ebony tree,—a filthy mawkish froit, but slightly sweet, and evi-
dently nutritious.

91. Therois one more resource which saves the lives of hundreds of the poorin a
hard season : everywhere they are permitted to gather shoots from the gram plants
before it comes into flower. This nipping the young shoots makes the plant spread
and grow, and produce more abundantly. The proprietor of the ﬁelt-i bene‘ﬁts by the
practice ; and it is a most important item of food for all classes. It is an invaluable
assistance to the very puor; and fortunately gram is grown most extensively. Then



when the erops are m gram and mpening, there1s n great deal of steating at night.
Tho field watchers are generally low-caste laborers,, often they are women N they :on.
1190 atthefts commutted by there fellow sillagers 1 have bad many eomplarats from
the owners of fields about this constant stealing, and I have seen the long straw stand-
1ng, aud not an ear of corn to be seen 1 all the fields nearest to many :l:mvu willage
Hovwever, 1t keeps the people alive, and 1t may be reckoned on 2s 4 certain r:sonrc:m
hard times

22 The actual searcity to which this report rofers has been the subject of
numerons letters and reports from dustrict officers and myself to your office Thero
can be noadvantage m repeating here what has already been sad aboutst. Tt will
suffice to say that 1t was brought about by a contiunance of bad years, ending 13
distressingly unfavorable rainy season 1n 1878  In that year the rams were scanty
and unfavorable  There was poswisely mo ramerops at all i grest parts of tha
dustrict , nowhero was the erop more than one foureh of tho average  Then early 1ntha
sutuma of 1873 the demand for grain for the famne districts 1n Behar cansed the with-
drawal of a considerible quantity of grain from tho stores 1n the gram trading willages
on tho banks of the Jumna, and this rise m prices continued all through tho winter of
1873-74, unhl the spring, when thero was a sud Ien declaration of considerablo distross
all through these Bundelkhand districts  All private stores weee gone, there was no labour
wanted, chanty dinimished, begging mereased, for the usually large class of professional
beggars was considerably added to by recrutts from these poorer classcs who had
hatherto been dependent on labor, and just above beggng, and then throughout this
part of tho couniry a demand that there was no mustaking arose, that relief must
begin at once, or many lives would certawly bo lost  Fortunately, all this imo the
cold weather crops of wheat, barley, flax, and gram were npening all round , thero was
a promuse of an abundant harvest of mhowa flowers, on which the peor chiefly livo
for many weeks, but there was ag nterval of six or eight weeks duning which rehef
was 1mperative

23 My porsonal experience of this destitation was mn fho Binda D strick.
On 23rd February, n Kirwy, I first saw somo people from neighbounng willages
begging about the bazars and streets  They wero m such a etate of emaciition and
suffersag from hunger, that inquiry wss at once sugzested  From that day to March
20th, T was occupied 1m marching throagh all parts of tho BSada District, inspecting
wnillages, scarching ont the starving poor, estabhishing poor houses, and organuing
vebef Tho result of my taspection was that I marched 230 mules search ng the
villages on my tour of march and round my halting places 21 poorhouces were
established by myself or my assistants, contamning on an average duily 4,000 poor of
&N ages aad both sezes,  Theongh the K subdiusion T was assisted 1n s for
2 fow days by 3r Fisher, and then by Mr Knot i charge of the sublivi-
son

24 In the mean timo the Magustrate’s Asustants m Binda wers occapied
inspecting 1 ofher parts of {ho district, estall shing poorbouses, canung a. eloso
search to be made for suffering people, and orgamziag relief works for tho able-

bodicd

95 Tdonot know a more dispinting or faigming daty than this search all
day 1 villages to discover suffermg and starving peojle At fiest they were qu to
unable o understand tho object for which they wero sought out, and neno eamo [ r-
ward of their own accord A houss to houte search hd to bo made, 20d was mado by
officers of all ranks, the pol ¢ in many places gmng excellent assstance,

96 Then a report, ongmating I could never discover how or where, but spread-
g far and wile, was umsersally believed that the oby et of collecting all these poor
reoplo in poorhouses and rchef works, was to sweep them 21l off at onco as emigrants
to Barmab, to e lace a ship-load from the distrtef, which had been fost 1n tho vovage
Tn this behief many of the most muscrably poor, bad no soozer been lodged 12 poor-

-~
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Yonecs than they dolo away again to their homes; and ablo-hodied men and women
avoided the relief works, er anly stayed n fow days until the gangs were jnere
strougth, when they expeet «d the final streko wonld be earried out, and they would ho

moved awny under 2 guand, and so they escaped as they thought by returning to their
Lomes,

asing in

27 It was nlen found neeoceary in dealing with such a peculiarly backward race,
but Tittle better than savages, ts have the poorhonses within a day’s walk, eix to eight
miles or so, of their homes ; numbers of them had never Ioft the neighbourhood of their
own villagea in all their lives, and dreadud bring removed to a distanee; as fast as they
were cecorted, and in many instances errried to the poorhouscs, they stole away homs
again after receiving one or two meak, Thereforv to induce them to remain, poor-
housea werv nt first established in circles within about n six mile radios, or roughly abont

2 or M niles apart, and theen living near, who were in want of relicf] were permit-
ted to atteml o receive their day's ration, and then to return fo their homes.

28 Afer atime tho fear of being pressed for emigration and the dislike to
being removed taa remote poorhouse wero off, they came and went, and retorned
againg and fond there was nothing to fear, and work and wages, or food gratis, for ali
who soughtit; and then (but this was after many weoks) the poorhouses were reduced
in number. There was a poorhouse also at the head-quarters of each place, where relief
works were beiug carricd on, and tho eases wera very numerous, of persons of all ages
and both sexes, being received at first and kept in the poothouses and fed for a fowe
days, until they were fed up into a condition to admit of their being drafied into the
Iabor gangs. In some places connccted with the poorhiouse was a large hospital
ward, where the worst cases were medieally treated.

20, Tho officers employed in Banda wore at first Mr. Thornkill, the Magistrato,
He was relieved on 6th Aprily 1874, by Mr. Wall.  Mr. Knox, the Joiut-Magistrate, was
in charge of the sublivision of Kirwi, and the Assistants in Banda were Messrs, Roso
and Hardy, sud Deputy Magistrates Fuzal Ahmud and Kadir Al

30, Mr. Ficher was also for a fow days in charge of Kirwd,

81, It will bo as well here, before entering into the detailed management in dis-
tricts, to record that Mr. Wall on his arrival found everything well organised and
in working order, Iohad an excellent and zealous staff’ of Assistants in Messrs, Koox,
Rose, and Hardy, who hal already travelled over and scarched every part of the dis-
trict, and knesw their work thoroughly.

32, Mr. Wall and the officers under him worked continuously during all the hot
weather months, inspecting and suporvising in every part of tho distriet. They all
kept diaries, which were forwarded to me weekly, giving an acoount of their inspee-
tions, the places they visited, the poor they found, the attendance at poorhouses and
rolief works, and every thing connected with their special duties.

a3, Mr. Wall was attentive, nctive, and business-like, Messrs. Rose and Hardy
were intelligent, nctive, and reliablo men, and did their duty thoroughly.

33, Mr. Knox hiad charge of the many peorhouses, and the numerons poor and
tho relief works in the subdivision of Kirwi, where tho distress was grcat-?r than
in any other part,  Ile was indefatigable, never spm'.mg himself ; he had great distances
to travel, and at the hottest scason, but invarizﬁ?lj.' his work was 'done ohfzcrfully, thcf.
roughly and woll; his roporls wore complete, giving the fullest xnformahorf. I. attri-
bute it eliofly to his constant care and activity that there were no deati:.s n his p‘:n‘t
of tho country, Ho succeeded as far as they were concerned in converting a f:}mx?e
into n mero scarcity.  When there is hard work of this kin'd to be d'one, 1o dxstrxfzh
officor could have a more thoroughly able, willing, and efficient an assistant, or o_ne in
greater confidence could be placed that he will not shirk or shuffie.

whom



( 145 )

85  Thework of all the Enghs<h officers was much wereased by the faet that tha
Native staff of Tabsildars and Nub Tabsiliars was conspicously mefhcient, with bug
very few exceptions  Tlns 1 a diffienlty which under the present svstem cannot ba
set right at once, for the Doard of Revenue wsist on old men beng allowed to remarn
1 employment until they can be pensioned

36 The worst part of the Dinda district, as T have above saud, was to the wes,
whera 1t borders on Rewa. slong the lino of the Great Indnn Pea nsuls Ralsas
This 13 1 tho Kirwt subdinsion  The comntry in this partas endalating, rocky, or
Inlly, and the scareity was umversal thronghout 1t It graduslly gr w less and kess
with o bad blot every kere and there, until 1 then ergbourbood of the Ken nier,
which rans north by Banla town, mto the Jumns, there was a tract of country wlere
tho peoplo were far better off  This tract extends for somo distanco across the Fen,
when we come to tho dustnict of Hamirpur  The country changes here, 1t 15 agam
Tlly, or rochy, and uadelating, and 1n this prrt of amuspur thero sas considerable
distress, but 1t appears to havo been ou the whole better off than Binda

37 In this district also velief works and poorhouses were orgamised betimes
by Mr Halkett, the distmict officer, and after bo left were carmied on by Mr Kaye,
who succceded b I have every reason to belioro that the work was thoroughly
done

38  The difficulties 1n Allahabad were coufined to one parganz and portion of
another, both south of the Jumna, and sumlar to those parts whero the distress was
greatest 10 Danda and Hamirpar, but fortunately theso tracts (in Allahabad) are not
extenstye, a better and more cultivated conntry either adjomns or mtervenes, so there
was never the great scarcity or rise m prices that occurred in other distriets  Thera
a3 therefore, not the greatand sudden check that obtained elsewhero to the customary
chanity on which the begging clisses live nor were there so many as elsen here of the
laboring able-bodied poor redweed 0 begging  all the distress that arose was met
by poorhouso rehef

39 Mr Robertson's letter well deseribes the miserablo paralytie enpples, who
are to bo found m every wilagen this division, whero there is rocky gronnd and
black cotton sol At the best of times they aro the most wretched objects imagmable,
they hobble, beging all day and every day throngh their own and neighbounng
willages It 15 a wonder bow they hve at all, even to those who aro accustomed {0 sca
themn, but they hivo on for manv jears, thongh they never recover

40 I must not be supposed ¢dough for o moment, ¢hat these alome form Al
the wumates for tho peorhouses in Danda and Hamirpur Tlese enppled menicanty
formed but a small portion of tho erosds whom it was fonnd ne~essary fo rel eve Tha
enpples and habitual beggars are 2 elass apart, and can be recogmred 11 @ Tywvemy
as the vichms of discase and long exposure  Those suffening from dy tress vamsad by
starvation, can be recogmised 1n a moment also by the Wweak vorx, szelew vees
Rollow look, drawn m cheehs, as well as by the extremo emaciatan, weves ¢ mal
even by the paralyhic cripj le, who 15 actnally physically the better kvt =2 ot the tew
1m many ecases , for he1s used foa hard Iife, and possibly Bas tempad am? e¥tsoed
moro to cat than the poor wretch who cannot beg, and who kas ez Ternd foa wzzemal
Lunger, and 118 often not tasted any food for two or three iy sratmn

41, Tt wll be secn from thus that darng a perod ef 2tven =y o s, wilt
the Tabi harvest was ripen ng, and the crop of mbowa E.wers wnre pvrzez e cce-

mencement of the hot winds to develop, the lower clusses af Liwoe= 2=~ *
wero on tho very verge of famne Numbers weuhf ™ have I i
notbecn assisted A successton ofu nfavorable racs xod def 3
cause distress amongst the poor 1n these Lvmers, e al

bayra and Jowar, and hodon, aod 1 parts ez re=. Th
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who can afford it, eal gram, but wheat they never touch: it is too valuable, They say
wheat is not meant to cat, but to elly and for the same reason barley is not much
caten either.

42, The fuct that Bundelkhand is at times a largo grain-producing country, and

at times also subject to famines, and a great demand for grain, renders it a most
favourablo country for doulings and speculations in grain, W find n(:cordini;ly (and
itis s fuct that should bo remembored, for it would much fucilitate operations under-
taken by Government in a famino year, whether to obtain grain for other parts, or to
foed the people in Bundelithand itsolf by arrangements from head-quarters), that in
every villsge of any importancs there is a grainedealer corresponding with, or em-
ployed by larger dealers, having their gtores and head-quarters in the Inrgo villages
on the banks of the Jumna, who again aro well known to a still largor class of dealers
in all large citios, and specially those situated on the banks of the Jumna or Ganges;
for the grain trado still prefers the river traflic to the rail.  Grain i so heavy and
bulky, that transit by rail eats up a great portion of the profits, and the course of the
tradey too, is from west to east generally, that is down-stream.

43, Tho manunr of storing grain is rather peeuliar. It is kept in decp pits
underground.  Theso pits are flled in favonrable sensone, and the grain in them will
Leep for years, and is never touched ordrawn on until a real hard season ocours.  All
general trade and dealings go on, as they say, with the grain above ground.  The owners
amd dealers are generally rathor roticent abont the number and state of their store pits,
but till their actaal state ean be found out. This year they were all very nearly
empty. It will probably take some wears before

Narro—~In Uajapnre Inthe Jumniare ° . .,
1,010 grain pits, Folding about 10003 they aro all filled again ; for as T have said, they aro
tons af gram,  Of thess [uts alf are . .. .
How cmpty cteept To, Orn fasance  filled only when grainis unusaully cheap, During
cut of many. the last season much grain wag imported into Kirwi
vid Manikpur on the Great Indian Peninsnla Railway from far down jn the Central

Provinees, the local stores wero all cousumed,  From Kirwi it was distributed far and
wide through the Banda District.

44, I have embodied in a divisional statzment the tabunlar infyrmation submit-
ted by Collectors on the points ou which information was called for.

45, 1tis nseless to repeat here the information they have given regarding the lines
of road, &e., on which labour was employed. It will suftice to say gencrally that al
lines on which relief gangs were employed have been lines, marked for years, as
neeessary to improve district communications, but awaiting funde, or postponed for
ather schemes, Generally throughout the districts of Hamirpur and Bénda the work
was limited to earth-works, raising lines of road throngh low country liable to flooding
in the rains; the good thus done will be permanent, thongh perhapsrather costly guoad
the work turned out, though well worth tho moncy spent when all is considered.

46, In your letter you required infermation called for fo lfe given according fo
the headings in Mr. Geddes’ work on famines: neither my dlstm.:b officers nor myself
have ever scen this publication. I should much like to have it in my offco library.
Can you send me a copy from the Government Secrotariat shielves ?

I have, &c.,

G. H. M. RICKETTS,
Commissioner,
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* Foox
Tne DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, JHANS],
To
Tne SCCRETARY 10 GOVERNVIENT,
NonTH-WestenN Provisces
Dated Jhans, the 2nd December, 1874,
Stx,

1 mave tho Lonor fo send 1n the following report® on tho operations for the
rehef of scarexty 2 the Jhans: Distriet, tn compliauce with Gos eenment letter No 6434,
of 1874,

2. Theop will bo moro convemently deseribed by dividing them mto
two distinct periods, 1z, those undertahen m 1873 and those 1n 1874, as there was
au 1oterval of some three months between them,

1873

8 The severo distress 1n tho Jhans: District was mainly confined to the par-
genas of Mau and Garotha

4 The distress was directly oming—Tlst, to the fulare of the (khanf crops of
1872 from unseasomabla rains, the Jowar crop mors especially suffering from thyg
canse, and the raby, t00, of 1873 was a partsal fulure, and 2nd, to the great spresd
of kiing grass suce the drought of 1868, by which the area of land under cnlivation
bad been much reduced, and many had been deprived of thor usnal agrenltaral
occupations,

Besides the abovo two causes, it 15 a mournful fact that since tho famiue of
1868-G9, there kave not been two consecutive averago good harvests m the Man and
Garoths parganas, either the raby or khanf crops haviag faled more or less each
year, and the fuluro of the kharif crops was only thelast straw that broko the camel's
back, and made the scarcity 11 thoso portions of the district severoly felt

5 The sbstract below will show the number of persons employed on relief
works and the amount expended from the opening of the worls on the 8th Febrary,
to the close on 31st October, 1873

Amount Ho employed.
Rs a p.

Febrmary we e« . 653 2 6 10,136
Blarch 1,326 6 3 17,495
Apul o 1,600 5 8 21,542
May e 2001 0 23,600
June v e SHON 2 25,981
July e v 187110 6 21,011
August w 1,320 34 0 17,315
Seplember w 781 G D 10775
October e v 12311 3 15,423

Total, Ry, 12966 1 8 160,439

Aerla oontaloed 8
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To this must be added 20,741 persons employed on the Magarwara tank at a
cost of Rs, 1,577-5-0, from 9th April to 31st J uly, under the charge of the Irrigation
Department, Public Works, Total number of persons relieved, 186,620 at a cost of
Rs. 14,543-6-8.

The relief works in the Mau and Garotha parganas which afforded employment

;. gukhnnilBridgc; Branch Road. ] 6. Kanja and Kurancha Road. to the above numbers of
. Bupa Dhauna Road. 7. Lakheri Cutting, : i

3, Run'ipur and Ratosa Road 8. Mau and Gurserai Road. 1'1‘})0“}‘ ers durmg1873,were
4. Ranipur and Seaori Road. 9. Magarwara Lake, nine in number. They are
5. Bajpai Tank,

shown in the margin.
1874, .

6. At the end of Febraary, 1874, signs of distress again showed themselves
in the parganas of Mau and Garotha, owing to the total failure of the cotton erop,
the very small outturn of the arhar and small grains, and a generally bad kharif
all over the district, which, coming after the hard times of the year before, made some
relief works of a temporary nature necessary, not only to relieve the actually starving
poor, which the lumbardars and richer cultivators, themselves now impoverished, conld
not be expected to support, but also to check the emigration to Malwa, much of
which had taken place during the months of January and February: the Assistant
Commissioner of Mau reporting that 1,458 cultivators had emigrated to Malwa and
neighbouring districts. Notwithstanding, therefore, that the rabi prospects were good
und above the ayerage, it was foared the distress would press very heavily on the poorer
classes of labourers and cultivators, though landholders were likely to do well on ao-
count of the high prices that were current. Sanction was therefore accorded by
Government, on the representation of the Commissioner and myself, in its Resolution
No. 708B.R., dated 14th March, 1874, to the immediate commencement of the follow-
ing three works :—

’

1. Raising certain portion of the Jalaun and Sangor Boad ... Rs. 3,000
2. Raising Ranipur and Seaori Road ... w5 1,200
3. Restoring Bijaigarh Tank Bund and Canals for irrigation ... ,, 1,000 -

Besides the above works, the Ranipur and Ratosa Road was kept open as a relief
work under the orders of the Commissioner.

Relief works were commenced on the 1st March, but regular returns were not sent
in till the 21st March, and Appendix B. therefore includes only the period from the 21st
March to the 14th July, when the relief works were closed.

7. Though the works as relief works were closed on the 14th July, yet it was
considered advisable to continue the metalling of the Ranipur and Ratosa road as a
measure of relief for the poor classes in the neighbourhood of Mau ; changing its charac-
ter however to that of an ordinary work, TUp to the end of September a farther sum
of Rs. 651 was spent on it, and has been included in the amount expended on relief

works,

8. Besides these works two other small works of purely local importance were s?t
on foot, viz., Baragaon and Garotha road, on which Rs. 38 were spent, and the repair
of the Nand Sagar tank in Katehra, which cost Rs. 497-8-3, and was defra)'fed from
tho revenues of the estate under the Court of Wards. The latter has not been included,
therefore, in the relief returns.

9. The following figures will show the amonnts expended on each work :—

Rs.
1. Jalaun and Sagar road, 2,936
2. Ranipur and Sizori road, e o 934
3. DBijeygarh tank, ... 1,18(;
4, TRanipur and Ratosa road, e 1,25

6,294

——am
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5 Tampur and Ratosa road after close of relief works proper,

to end of September, . . . 051
6 Baragaon and Garotha road, . “ .. 3
6,963

10 The total expenditure on theso works has been sanchoned, bot the outlay bag
not yet been finally adjusted , 1t 15 to be divided 1n each case between the Public Works
Deopartment and relief proper

11 The average rate per person, according to the statement, comes to nearly one
anna two pre, excluding valuo of material for Byeygarh tank and carnages

12 The total namber of personsrelieved, as per Appendix I, was 84,939, at a coct
of Its 6,286 Inclading, however, soms 5,000 persons employed on works 5, 6, and 7,
for which no returns wero kept, the total number danng 1874 comes to abost 90,000
persons relieved, at a cost of Rs 6,983, excluding the Nand Sagar tank,

. 13 The numbers do not vary to any great extent, and call for no special remark,
They show, however, that the scarcity, though never very <evere, was saffictently 5o to
Justafy tho measures taken 1n 1ts relief, and thero 18 no doubt they helped to mitigate
very considerably tho distress that would othermso have probably, if not so met, en-
taled 1 the long run a greater expendituro, as well as a higher degres of suffiring
among the agricultural classes

14 Talking the years 1873 and 1874 together, the wholo expend ture direct and

indirect on relief works was Rs 22,720, and tho number of persons employed 276,620
Reuter Frox Parvare Crarry

There way no Qovernment money expended oa poorhouses in the Jhans Die-
trict, as the private subsertp Tansed 1n d: with 1nat from the
Central Relief Committes were advisedly kept by the Lncal Commuttes for the rehef
of destituto persons anfit for employment 1a the district itself

The sum raed, Rs 321, was sufficient to support these for somo four months Ig
the begmnng of March, when 1t was expectod the distress woull be moro severely
felt than fortanately proved true, small sums of mracy were distesbuted to Assistant
Cuostom Patrols and Pol o~ QOfficers for the relief of starving villagers and travellers ,
bat with the exception of tho selicf at Katehra, which cost Rs 46, and was defrayed
from the 1ncome of tho Ry, tho espendituro at other placas (excluding Mau) was
ouly Rs 25

In the nesghbourhood of Man, whore, as 1 last year, the seareity was greatest,
the amount speat during the year to the mulllo of Ssptemb ¢ was Ry 213 Thera
remains a balance of Rs 23-7 91 tho treasury An ac~ount shomng the moathly
uamber of persons rehieved from March to July 1s angexed (Appeadix B) It will be
noticod that Rs. 873 5 was subsoguently expended by Mr Sturt

PRICES CURRENT

A form showing the monthly prices carrent of the yesr 1873, and up to July,
1874, compared with thosa of 1871 taken a9 au ordinary vear, 1s annexed (Appendix
4)

I kave, &e,
G W ANSON, Lt
dset Commr.y for Dy Commianoner
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APPENDIX B
Reluf works 1n Mau Pargana from March to July 1874

Presoxs EXPLOTED

Teek Money expended.| Rewaesy
Men, | Women, | Chlldren, | Total.
Mareh, Be. 2 p
Mt o Mk 913 ¢ 59 195 s 99
prt
1t sth 23 0 6 1081 1508 1| 306
9th to 15w 4513 3 1ms | sEes 091 (3t
1sth to 218t 32915 3 1362 2,383 16 442
2203 to S0tk 53815 3 1858 ] A4S 128 7533
May
ut to Tth . 443 2 9 1492 3518 1404 6414
Tth o ldth 56 80 1693 3984 2008 kAt
15k to 21t 41012 ¢ 1419 3708 2104 7,241
2208 to 30th 618 0 o saer 4221 1168 7853
June
nt  to 7t 499 2 6 2432 29%0 996 5468
Tth to ML “915 0 1698 | 874 687 6139
WE o Bk e 48512 0 1915 3994 7% 6682
2md to 30th 5415 0 1851 | 44 2] (20
2y
Wt M e B RN 150 3,300 44 [21H]
Bth  to l4th 08 8 3 339 792 301 1491
Total e 73 8 3| am] 4sore] wasm| siem
Value of matenal for aeo
B jeggerh tank.
Carnage &c. - L
—
Total o 625613 9
—_—

O W ANSOV Leprs~
Aut, Comnryf ¢ Depay
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L

Account of Charitable Relief in Jhansi District from Mareh to July, 1874.

D DI R
EXPENDITURE, No. of
Month. persons.
Cash. TFood. Total. relieved. .
1 2. 3 4 . & 6
Rs. a.p) Rs.a p] Rs a.p! Rs. AnsTRACT. Rs. 8. p.
Amount of local subscrip-
March 1874 . 9 8 0f 715 20 17 7 2 276 tions collected o0
Amount expcnded in re-
Apnil 7, o 17 8 6/ 910 o 2¢ 2 6 380 lief operatiops in the dis-
triet, for which accounts
May  » | 20 2 9} 8 110l 56 4 7] 1,559 have been submitted to
the Central Committee
Juue e 813 9] 4315 10] 52 13 71 1,494 from Marchto July, 1874, 203 4 10
Amount subsequently ex- °
July we| 44 7 3] 10 1 9 54 9 Of 1,192 pended by Mr. Sturt, for
wiech no accounts were
submitted, as 1eported to
Central Commttee, vide
docker No, 259, dated
. 26th August, 1874 « 87 3 b
Total .. | 100 8 3/ 107 13 7| 208 4 10/ 4,901 | In hand in the Treasury ... 28 7 9
o pnen 394
I1.
List of Pocrhouses.

Name of poorhouse.

Date of opening

Date of closing.

Amount expended
in ench.

RemMarEgs,

Mau
Katchra
Erich
Rabiea
Barwa Sagar
Moth
Baghera

Jhansi

.

Rs.

March 1874. ] 14th July, 1874, 218 0 9 |Uoader Mr Start.
Ditto. Ditto. 46 6 3 Sazawal.
April, Ditto. 116 Patrol.
Ditto. Ditto. 7 8 6 Ditto,
Ditto. Ditto. 118 6 | Police Officer.
Ditto. 10tk August. 2 90 Tahsildar.

May 1574, July, 1874. 213 9 | Police Officer.
. e 5 8 0 Tahsildar.
295 8 3 -.:

G. W. ANSON, Lievur,

Asst, Commizsioner, for Dephty Commussioner.

\
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Docrer No 188
Froyx
Taz DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, JALAUN,
To

Taz SECRETARY ro GOVERNMENT,
Normn-WESTZEN PROVINCES

Dated the 8tk December, 1874

W reference to histelegram No GGGA , dated 27th nltimo, has the honour
to submit o note on relief operations 1n the Jalaun Dustrict, deawn out by Me Whete,
Assistant Commussioner, with Appendices A and B

4 E DAVIDSON, Corovze,
Deputy Commussroner

Note ly Asnstant Commusstoner, Jalaun,

Ar the request of the Deputy Commnssioner, Colénel A. G Damdson, I writo
thea note n reply to G O No 6134, dated Gtk October, 1674, regarding famsne rehef’
operttions m Jalaon durmg 1873 74, but persomally I fiad R0 comection with the
matter  What Litle was done, was done ander Colonel Ternan s own direction and
responsibility, ang Ins final opmion on the question of scarcity mn the district 13 shown by
the following ncdent —

On tho 11th May, 1874, tho Commussioner, Jbausi Division, wrote for  copies of
the telegrams that (may) have been forwarded direct to Government regwrding tho
stato of the district with respect to seareity, gnd Colone] Ternan answered that thero
was no scaraity, not had any telegrams been sent to Government, There 13 paturally
very Little to showy therefore n the way of operations for selief

Tt does, however, scem that about two months earher, the eustence of scaraity was
“See a0 G O Mo d, becauso the Resolution of G Publie
1554, dated 10th Mazer  Works Department dated Iith March 1874 sapctioning cer
1974 to adlewof Gom  gyn rehef works for Jalwun and Jbaosy, refers to o ¢ demt
i official lotter from the Commssioner, dated 3rd March 1674,
forwardig a lettor from the Deputy Comuus oner of Jalaws, Tepart ag that thero i
cons derable distress 1 the Jalaun District amongst the poorer elasses, cansed by partial
fatlore of the Mhanf and the hugh prices of gran  But Lece 1o trace of such a letter
from Colonel Tornan m the fle beforo mo, probably, as bemg demr-official, no copy
was hept.

Tho Resolution above quoted sanchioned the opemng out of two relef works 1o
this dustrict, namely,—

(1) Dra nage cuttings m the town and neighbourhood of Madbogarh.

(2) Tarang the Shergarh Ghat Road

The first work was not apparently taken m hand,

Tl <ccond was beguz on tho 8th Aprl, 1874, and closed on the Tth June follow-
mg the sumof Rs 924-11-0 1 all bewng epent on 1t The daily number of indinidoals
employed on 1t averaged nearly 180, and the whole recult was that earthwork to tho
extent of 113 317 cubic fuct was rat=ed on the yoad, Weekly detads of the number of
persons emplayed, rato of wages pad_and work dono are ehown 1o Appendix B Thus
was the only expendsturo frum Stato funds, and oo workhouses were oma}; .
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APPENDIX C.

. L
Account of Charitable Religf in Jhansi District from Mareh to July, 1874,
ExPrspIrue.
No. of
Month. persans,
Cash. | Food. | Totat, |Felicved
1 2, 3 4 5 6
Rs. a.p.} Rs.a p| Rs a p{ Rs, ADSTRACT, Rs. 3. p.
Amount of local subscrip-
March 1874 .., 9 8 0 715 o 17 7 2 276 tions collected .. 328 0O
Amount expunded in re-
Aprd "y . 17 8 6 910 0 27 ¢ 6 350 lief operations in the dis-
trict, for which accounts
May 5 w1 20 2 9] 36 110f 56 4 7| 1,559 have been sulmitted to
the Central Committee
June . 813 9| 43 15 1o} 5218 71 1,494 from Murchto July, 1874, 203 ¢ 10
» Amount subsequently ex- *
July we | 44 7 3] 10 1 9] 64 9 Of 1,192 pended by Mr. Sturl, for
” which no accounts were
submitted, as reported to
Central Comunittee, vide
docket No. 259, dated
. 26th August, 1674 w 87 3 8
Total .. | 100 8 8! (07 13 7| 208 4 10{ 4,901 { In hand in the Treasury .. 8 7 ¢
FOSSE—— )
IT1.

List of Poorhouses.

Name of poorhouse. Date of opening | Date of closing. Amo‘i’;“c‘?‘g}!"f’“dEd REMARKS.
Rs,

Mau " o March 1874, 14th July, 1874, 218 0 9 |[Unsder Mr Stuet.
Katehra Ditto. Ditto. 4 6 3 Sazawal.
YErich " April, Ditto. 11 1 6 Patral.
Babina s Ditto. Ditto. 7 8 6 Ditto.
Barwa Sagar .. o Ditto. Ditto, 113 ¢ Police Officer.
Moth o Ditto, 10th Angust. 2 9 0 Tahsildnr.
Baghera e es May 1674, July, 1874. 213 9 Police Officer.
Jhansi e vee o v 5 80 Tahsildar,
. Total 205 8 3 o~

G. W. ANSON, Liur,

Asst. Commisnioner, for Deputy Commissioner,

T
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Docrrr No 188
Frox
Tae DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, JALAUN,
To
Taz SECRETARY o GOVERNIIENT,
Norra-Wesrery Provinces

Dated the 8th December, 1874

‘Wrre reference to lus telegram No 666A , dated 27th ultimo, has the honour
to submit a note on relef operations m the Jalaun Dlsmct, drawn out by Mr White,
Assntant Commussioner, with Appendices A and B

A E DAVIDSON, Covover,
Deputy Commussioner

Note by Assistant Commssioner, Jalaun,

Ar the request of the Deputy Commssioner, Colénel A G Davdson, T write
this note n reply to G O No 6434, dated 6th October, 1874, regarding famumne relief
operations 1 Jalann durmg 1873- 74 but personally I fud mo comnechon witl the
matter  What httle was done, was done under Colonel Ternan s own direction and
responsibility, and hns final opmion on the question of scarcity m the distnct s shown by
the following meident —

On the 11th Day, 1874, the Commssioner, Jhans1 Division, wrote for © copies of
the telegrams that (may) have been forwarded direct to Government regarding the
state of the district with respect to scarcity, and Colonel Ternan answered that there
was no scaraity, nor had any telegrams been sent to Government  There 1s naturally
very Litle to show therefore 1n the way of operations for rehef

Tt does, however, seem that abont two months earher, the exstence of scaraty was

“Seo sl & d, because the Resol of G Puble
1553, dted 10th Mnmh Works Departmeut dated 14th Blarch, 1874, sanctiomng cer-
,’,{"me::,,‘f{l";:“ Com’ 4, relief works for Jaloun and Jhansi, refers to u ¢ dem:
official letter from the Commssioner, dated 3rd March, 1874,*

forwarding a letter from the Deputy Commussioner of Jaleun, reporting that fhere 1s

conaiderable distress m the Jalaur District amongst the poorer classes, caused by parbal

falure of the khanf and the bigh prices of gram’  But Tsee no trace of such a letter

from Colonel Ternan 1 the file before me, probably, as bemg demu-official, no copy

was kept

The Resolution sbove quoted sanctioned the opemng out of two relef works
this district, namely,—

(1) Dramage cuttngs n the town and nerghbourbood of Madkogarh
(2) Ruing tho Shergarh Ghat Road
The first work was not apparently taben m hand.

The second was begun on tho 8th April, 1874, and closed on the 7th June follow-
10z the sumof Rs 924 11-0 1n al} being spent on 1t The daily namber of mdiduals
employed on 1b averaged narly 180 , and tho swhole result was that earthwork to tho
extent of 193,347 cubsc feet was Taised on tho road  Weekly details of the number of
persons employed, rato of wages pad, and work dove are shown 1n Appendix B This
was the only expendituro from Stato funds, and no workhouses were opened.
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The sum of Rs. 203 was spent in the fown of Jalaun in parily levelling the earthen
mound of the old fort, and the sum of Rs. 90 was expended in the town of Orai in clean- .

ing its pucka tank. These sums were raised from local subscriptions in aid of the poor
of those places.

The monthly range of prices of grain in each of the five parganas of the distriet,
for the revenue year 1873-74, is shown in Appendix A.

This note is an unavoidably meagre one under the circumstances of the case. (3Mr.
Geddes’ “administrative esperience recorded in former famines” is not, it is said, in
the Deputy Commissioner’s official library).

P. J. WHITE,
Assistant Commissioner.
Dated the Tth December, 1874,
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No 195
Frox
Tae CHAIRMAN or tar EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE oF tor
CENTRAL FAMINE COMMITTEE, N .W, PROVINCES,
To
Tne SECRETARY 10 GOVERNMENT,
Noern-Westzex Ppovncrs
Dated Alahabad, the 284k January, 1875
Stz,

In pursnance of 2 resolation passed at o pubhe meeting convened at Allah.
abad on the 7th February, 1874, His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor was pleased to
nominate 2 central comantteo to concert measures for the relief of the mdygent classes
1n such districts of the North-Western Provinces as were threatened with scareity, and
1 the famine stricken distracts of the North Western Provinces

2, His Honmor was pleased to mtimate that the Government weald provida
Tabour for afl who could work, but that the support of the mick and aged, the young
and tender, and the mfirm, must mamly be the care of private chanty , and His Honor
announced that tb all subscriptions raised for these purposes, the Government would
contributo an equal sum

3 On tho 12th Febraary the central committeo appointed an excentiso commt-
tee, mstructing 1t to meet at regular wntervals for the transzetion of busnness

4 At n meetmg of the evecutive committee held on the same date 1t was
resolved—(1) that the Collectors of the several districtsin the North Western Provinces
ehould be requested to form commmttees o collect subsenphions, (2) that the Collectors
of Dash, Gorskhpur, Ghazipur, Mirzapur, Hamirpur, and Banda should bo requested, 1f
they had not slready done so, o form relief commutteos, to keep the central commutico .

q d with the stato of m their respective districts, and the amounts which

thoy might from tume to time eshmate as required for relief of the poor who might bo
unfit for labour , and () that while the eircamstances of partieular places or persons
mught require and Justify a departure from tho rules preseribed by the comumittee, relief
ehould only be given ordwarily to those persons only who could not lzbour on relef
worls, and 1n the shapo of cooked food, not exceeding 10 chittacks per diem for each
adult

5 On the 22nd April tho Government, North Western Provinces, 1sued 2
cxrcnlar to tho Collectors, declarmg that the entire supervision of charitablo relief, and
anditing of accounts connected with 1t, hiad beem confided to the central commttee, and
ondermg that the accounts both of collections of eont butions and dish tts should
bo submutted to the commuttee 1 such form as the commttee should prescnbe It was
at the same tyme announced that the Government would ot sanchon any expenditure
on poorhouse or charntable relief shown 11 the treasury accounts of sny district until
1t wero shown to have been approved and andited by the central commitee

6 In order to provent sny mugration of the poor from the distnet of Gorakbpur
wtotho district of Champaran, Lower Provinces, and therely distarb the calenlations of
tho officers of that dustrict, the esecutive commattee requested the Collector fo establ.h
centres of rebief at the outlying tahsils, and to put humself 1 communicabion with the
Collector of Champaran

7 Acting on the wstruchons, and guded by the principles above 1nd cated, the
exccntive procured the appowtment of local where they bad not
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been appointed in districts requiring relief, received the contributions forwarded from
the several Collectorates, made grants, and received and scrutinized accounts of
expenditure,

8. The committee received from the undermentioned districts the subseriptions
-entered in the subjoined statement :— -

Rs. a.

Allahabad, . . w 5,080 3 IZ)
Agra, C e 799 6 0
Badaun, o 2,721 10 3
Bareilly, o e 1,242 8 0
Bijuor, 2,269 13 0
Bulandshahr, .z we 184810 0
Etawah, «  L13712 0
Farukhabad, ... w209 0 0
Jaunpur, .o one 102 0 0
Lalitpar, o e 22 9 0
Meerut, . 10201 8 0
Mirzapur, vee ose 1,774 00
Moradabad, ... . e 2524 40
Muttra, e . ver 8,520 0 0
* Muzaffarnagar, ... v e 3,233 8 O
Roorkee, e o oo 578 13 6
Saharanpur, ... s T 836712 0
Shabjabanpar, ... ove o 1,500 0 O

Total Re. ... 49,149 4 9
9. In thedistricts mentioned in the subjoined statement the Collectors received
in subscriptions, and, under the sanction of the committee, applied to local requirements
the sums therein shown :—

Rs. a p.

Allahabad, .. 100 2 0
Banda, eve - 1,718 211
Ghazipur, ves o 98,372 6 10

+ Gorakbpur, .. er 508410 1
Hamirpur, - e 260710 7
Jhansi, . oee 208 410
Basti, - e 4 6 5

Total B:S- e 15,845 11 8

10. The districts of Fatehpur and Aligarh gave no contribution to the fund, nor
did the district and wealthy city of Benares. Of the sum subscribed in the district of
Muttra, no less than Rs. 7,000 were the gift of Seths Gobind Das and Lachhman Das
of Muttra, who received the thanks of Government for their liberality. Subscriptions
were raised in the district of Azamgarh, and, it is believed, expended to meet local
requirements 3 no account of these subscriptions or of their disbursements has come to
the hands of the committee.

11. The total amount of subscriptions received by the committee and by the dis-
trict officers, over which the committes has had control, is Rs. 64,995-0-5.

12. Before the full amount subseribed was received, the committee ‘drew from
the treasury the sum of Rs. 13,036-12-4, being the amount contributed by the
Government under the order before' mentioned.

The committee has therefore to account for Rs. 78,031-12-9.
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13 The sum of Rs 15000 was
Bombay for the relief of anfferers f::::cf":lr:ien?: :;:’;?ﬂ:];vlbe wohabtants of
When the gravity of the erista 1n ¢l e North Westhadd sappeared, andes:;m Promaces.
taned that the sums sabscribod 1n theso Provinces would bo adugunte 1o e 20
g 1t came to the knowledge of the that dls!:-lcss exx:m;n ce:s foal
for the relief ot which an apperl to Bombay was probable,, the commaty mh o
replaced at the disposal of the subseribers 12 Bombay the Rs 15,000 wh ?: e
remitted from that Presidency ! 1ok B Teen
14 Tho central relief m Calentta d to this 1t
resolution passed by 1t declaring that the funds recerved from subscribers 1n Engl, ;
pere vl feth el of the dstrsed n tho Norh Wester Froaes * e
commuttee for the Nor estern Pro
d not vl sl of this esctaton g st fend ere sy e

15  Before discussing the particulars of the expenditure ncurred under the
sanction of tho com mittoe, 1t will bo eonvemtent to state that the extent of population.
and the ineidence of Government revenue per acre have been tahen from tho census
tables recently published, and that the number of persons stated to havo been employed
on public works has been ascertaned from a retarn obtmmned from tie Department of
Public Works, which apparently does not nclade the number of persons employed on
works of which the expense was defrayed from local fands

16 Rehof was given n the shape of cooked and uncooked food and cash The
cooked and nncooked food eonsisted chiefly of the cheaper gratns, such as dal, bayem,
geam, barley aad common rice, and the Rower of the makua tree  Tho sick and wrm
under medical divection received more natriions diet  Relief i cash was distributed
prnapally to parde nashin women

17 The miscellaneous expenditurs (where 1t 18 not otherwise stated) imeludes
thess cash payments It also 1ncludes charges for the constraction of poorhouses,
for the provision of culinary vessels, firowood, cotton for the employment of those able
to spin, aud medical asnistance and medicines

18  The district officers submitted accounts showing the particulars of the
expenditute weekly, and theso scconnts have beon carefully serntinuzed by the commuiter.

19 The following 13 an account of the operations of the commuttesn tho dis-
tressed distriets —

T 43 4 ke Beet e mention becano the

. acopy of a carcfally

asion , end, pulhng

ande the peculiar errcamstatices of tho distnct, many ot tne remarks mado by Mr

Oldham ave, 1t 13 beheved, applicable o tho other districts 1 whach operations for the
relief of dustress were carred ont under tho supervision of the commuttes

‘The featares which distingmeh Ghazpnr from the districts Iast mentioned are
tho greater densty of sts population, 1ts produetion of valnablo crops other than food
erops, eircumstances which conduce toa third d ferenco—its greater reltance on
troports for 1ts food sapply, snd lastly, a compared With somo of the other districts,
1ts emjoyment of greater facihities for importation 1 the shape of radresd and mver
communications with foreign markets

Tho average population of Ghazipur 1 estimated at 620 persons to the sqnaro
mile. The medence of the Government revenuo per acro1s Re 1 I-4fo the total
ares, Re 1 1-7 to tho arca nnder settloment, aod Re 1-8-0 {o tho area nnder eltiva~
ton  The Offic atmg Collector ostimates the area under cnlttvation at 1,000,000
acrcs, and he comsders that of this 20,000 aro dovoted to op um, 10,0600 to
1ndigo, 40,000 to rose and ol seeds, and 100,000 to sugareane Thus a total of
175,000 acres aro sbstracted from the total area under cultwation to produco crops

other than gram crops,
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To meet the deficit in the food supply, the Officiating Collector calenlates that in
ordinary years from 120,000 to 130,000 maunds of edible grains are annually
imported by rail, and a yet larger quantity by road and river., From 1st October,
1873, to 1st October, 1874, the importations by rail amounted to no less than 864,728%
maunds. This increase was doubtless in some measure dus to the reduction of freight,
but still more to the circumstance that whereas in ordinary years the district draws
much of its supplies from Bengal, and the grain from Bengal is introduced by road and
river, in the year ending 1st October, 1874, the bulk of the food supply was obtained
from the North-West and the Punjab. The increase in importation by rail was, in
addition to these canses, mainly due to the failure of the kharif crop in the district.

The Officiating Collector insists on the fact that the whole of this importation
was effected by private enterprize, and the circumstance is certainly noteworthy, The
disaster in Orissa has been frequently made the text of diatribes against the sciencs
of political economy. It has been urged that the ordinary rules of that science are
inapplicable to the circumstances of India, This objection, when taken to the rule
that demand begets supply, merely comes to what every political economist would
allow, that the rule is only applicable when there are facilities for the supply. There
must be the article available, the means of transport, the wealth with which it ean be
purchased by the importer, the energy which sets the importer in motion, and the
retail distributer. In Orissa several of these essentials were found wanting, In
Ghazipur they were all present, grain was to be had in foreign markets at rates
which made its importation profitable, the railroad conveyed it to the place where
the demand existed, the importers and retail distributers merely extended operations
to which they twere habituated, and for which the wealth of the district was
adequate to provide funds.

' In dealing with famines it may be found necessary, according to the peouliar
exigencies of the erisis or the circumstances of the lacality, to provide any one or more
of the facilities above mentioned.

If a Government r‘ecognizes it as an incumbent duty to protect its subjects from
famine, it may have to bring the food required within the reach of the importer, to
supply the means of transport, or itself to take the place of the importer or distri-
buter, or it may have only to furnish funds te importers and distributers to enable
them to extend their operations ; but inasmuch as any interference on the part of the
Government may tend to check private enterprize by rendering its gains hazardous,
it is obvious that, where it is possible, the jnterference of Government should be
limited to those matters which private enterprize cannot achieve, or can only achieve
with assistance. The provision of access to foreign markets by railroad or water
communications is a work, in the present condition of India, generally beyond the
means of private enterprize, and therefore the intervention of the Government in
this matter is essential.

There can also be no question of the soundness of the policy pursued by the Govern-
ment, North-Western Provinces, during the recent crisis in f)ﬁ'eriug t? importers and
Jistributers advances to enable them to extend their operations. This amplification
of the ordinary channels of trade educates and stimulates pn.vate efltezprize; and
where a sufficient number of importers and distributers are pl‘owded.mﬁh ﬁ}nds, 50 as
4o secure healthy competition, the cost of the imp.ortatxon and distribution of the
food supply, when carxied out by private enterprize, will probably be found far less tl.xan
it would be were the same work accomplished by the agency .of a staff of ofﬁ‘cm!s
suddenly called into existence to meet the emergency. 'The .lmporfer.s and distri-
buters bring their experience fo bear on the work, their private interest nfculcates’ the
strictest economy, and they keep and check their own accounts. The xmport‘atlmzs
into the district of Ghazipur during the scarcity of 1873-74 go to show t'h‘at; in ﬂ.ns
country private enterprize is equal to meet such crises where the normal conditions exist
which are essential to the operation of the law of supply and der{mnd. Althoufr;h
the committee is not in possession of figures which would enable it to speak with
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certamty upon the subject, 1t 13 balieved that Jurge waportaions of ood geamms also
reached the other distressed districts i these Provinces through privato enterprize.
The mam featare which 15 common to Ghazipur and the other distressed districts
18 the poverty of the labouring classes  The Offierating Collector states that at 5 time
when there 1s more than tho ondinary demand for Iabour, 1mdigo planters pay mate
weeders four-fifths of an zuna per diem, and common weeders three-fifths, and that,
escepting 10 harvest ime, a ploughman with  paie of oxen receives for humself and
his eatile only two anuas per diem
Cash wages are, howerer by no means the rule 1n willages i the North West
The proprietors ordanily pay their Iabourers a certain allowance of grain, and on rare
s occasions @ rupee or two {o buy clothes The greater portion of the laad bemg
held 1n small parcels by proprietors or tenants, no sooner does searerty mamifest itself,
than the hired servants are, as 13 pornted out by Me Oldharn, discharged, betng somo.
tumes replaced by the members of the fanuly who 1n ordinary seasons would not lsbour
10 the felds  Agua, i an Indian willage, which, as Mr Oldbam bas pointed oat, 15
m atself a kund of small community, the occurrence of dearth deprives of employ-
ment the villge arhizans, such as weavers aud blacksmuths  Eren 1 richer couatrres
high prices of food check the retal trade m all articles With which the cousumer
can for 2 time dispense  The small wages of the village artizan, which aro ordine
anly pad 1n gram, afford no reserse to which be can have recourse whea employ-
ment fals or his wages are unpud  Listly, the chanty habitually practised by the
natives of Indta, 1 the support of the aged, tho 1nfirm, and the rehigious mendicant,
comes to au end with the small funds out of which 1t was doled The general 1di
gence of tho small proprietary and Isbouring classes causes the effects of 8 bad harvest
to be felt more immediately than n a country in which these classes ara exther them-
selves richer, or dwell amongst, and 1n a measure depend for thewr employment oa,
a wealtby proprietary body It 1» therefore absolutely essential, in order to svard off
from the people of this country the ewils of famine, thst energetic measures should
be tahen on the first threat of the calamty
In Ghazipur, as i the other distressed districts, the cause of the dearth of
187874 18 to bo found 1n the fuilure of the khanif crop, on Which the poor priocipally
depend for their food supply
The central committes remitted, for the rehief of distress i this district the sum
of Rs 5,354-12 3, and the subscriptrons collected by the district officers amounted to
Rs. 5,372-6-10, making together Re. 10,727-3-1
Trwenty-three thousand five hundred and fourteen rations of cooked food wero
distrbuted, at a cost of Bs 1,348 4-7, and 148,49 rations of nncooked food, at a cost
of Rs 4,305 8 1, while Rs 742 0 5 wero distnibuted 1n cash to 4 100 persons — Tho
balance, Rs 3,831 6-0, has been appropniated to tho relief of suffercrs from 1mundatton,
23 will be hereafier explamed
The months 1n which the Jargest number of rations were distributed are shown
the mrginal table, togetber with the number of
Number ';;"“,‘::' persons employed 1 the corresponding montbs
t {sousoa| on relief works [Ihe average cost of a dav's
tnbuted | w650 | pation of cooked food 13 shown as eleven pues,

o
rat oos dis-| PO

but as the whole of (o suns eatered as muscella-

ng
el = | &&s) 157 neons expenditoro are ehown as expended
o 7258 8] cooh domations, 1t appeas that tho sums chargod
douf 3211 [ 956 | 1q other dustricts under this head aremcloded 1
o s {ho cost of the cooked ratious m the Ghazipur

! etarn Themverige cost of 8 ration of ancsaked
food 13 shown as less than six pies
Tt will bo seen that the necessity for rebef greatly dimmisked 3n ths destrict
when the harvesting of the xabi crops commenced.
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The number of persons employed on relief works shown in the above table is
taken from a return obtained from the office of the Department of Public Works.
The return furnished by the Officiating Collector shows a considerably largernumber,
possibly because in it are included persons employed on works of which the cost
was defrayed from local funds. The rates of wage originally paid to persons
employed on relief works was one and a half anna for each man, one anna for each
woman. In February the rates were reduced to one and one-fifth anna for each man,
four-fifths of an anna for each woman, and three-fifths of an anna for each child;
and subsequently to four-fifths of an anna for each man, three-fifths of an anna for
each woman, and two-fifths of an anna for each child,

-

20. Gorakhpur.—~In this district the number of persons to the square mile is
441 ; the incidence of the Government jumma per acre is Re. 1-9-6 on the total area,
Re. 1-10-2 on the area paying revenue, and Rs. 2-11-2 on the area cultivated.

Mr. Simson reported on the 2nd March, 1874, that the kharif crop had almost
totally failed, and that less than the ordinary avea was under cultivation for the rabi
Crops.

The district officers collected in subseriptions Rs. 5,084-10-1, and the committee
remitted Rs. 7,704-0-1, making a total of Rs, 12,788-10-2. The sum of Rs. 12,383-15-11
was expended in providing 175,149 rations, and in meeting miscellaneous charges to
the sum of Rs. 5,981-12-1.

The average cost of a daily ration, excluding miscellaneous charges, was therefore
about 74 pies.

Number of ra-|Number of per- The table in th(f marigm
tions distri- | sons on relief | shows the months in which

buted. woiks, .
. the largest number of rations
Mateh, e - 36,592 01,895 was  distributed and the
Aprll, . . 38,840 73.261 number of persons
Mny,’ N 30,415 78,069 . p X employed
Tune, o 17,409 29,344 in the corresponding months

! on relief works.

21, Basti,—In this district the population is 528 to the square mile ; the average
incidence of Grovernment revenue per acre is Re. 0-11-11 {o the total area, Re. 0-12-3
to the area under settlement, and Re. 1-1-8 to the cultivated area.

The circumstances of the district much resembled those of Gorakhpur,

The sum of Rs. 7,358-8 was remitted by the committee, and aceounts have been
received of the expenditure of Rs. 7,982-12-9 in providing 106,741 rations, and in
meeting Rs. 1,967-13-11, miscellaneous espenditure, The average cost per ration,
excluding miscellaneous charges, was about 105 pies.

A balance of Rs. 130-1-8 remains fo be accounted for or remitted to the
committee.

Number of ra- {Number of per- The table i 0
tions distri- | sons on relief . able in the . margin
. Dbuted. works. eshibits the months in which
the largest number of rations
il . " 5,843 56,697 g .
ﬁgy,, e ” 11794 125608 were distributed and the
:?r'une, ;2“3"22‘7’ 49,938 number of persons employed
wlg, e s .. .
Augnst, 22,663 in' the corresponding months
“ 14,459 ;
September, . ! on relief works.

92. Hamirpur.—The population of this district is shown as 231 to the square
mile; the incidence of the Government jumma per acre to the total areais Re. 0-11-10,
to the aren under settlement Re. 0-12-1, and to the cultivated area Re. 1-5-8.

The Collector reported that a succession of bad seasons had reduced the people
to such poverty that many were sfarving. The Sanitary Commissioner, N orth-Western

:
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Provinces, m his report for 1873, had brought to the notice of the Government h,

mserable condition of the peaple m several parganas of tlus and the adjoinng ,1,:
tnct of Bands, reporting that many appesred to hum bordering on starmt on® oy
normal condition of the district will aceount for the erreamstance that the riee 1n the
price of food grains throughout the North-Western Provnces was specially filt there

The distriel officers collected Rs 2,607 10 7, the commtteo vemitted Rs
4,236-4 0, malang a total of Ba 6,843 147 Of this sum, Rs 653080 hay ooy
accounted for 1 providing 115,519 rations end mecting Rs 2,367 -5, micellancons
charges , the average cost of a ration, excluding muscellancous charges being some.
what under 7 pres A balance of Rs 313-6-7 remauns to be remtted to the conr mittee

The table m the mar;
Number of ra |Number of an
fons dstry | sons an sehet | exhubits the months g which
buted the Targest number of rat ons

April 9 Loz wero distnbuted and the

Mag, - - 13551 1510 number of persons employed
June o 1045 195 th b ploye
July 16707 " in the corresponding months
August 21 632
Semver, 20408 . ou rel ef works

tober - 7832

The Collector attnbntes the

increase 1 the numbers
relieved 1 July partly to the closing of relief works, and partly o the fact that, owing.

fo the wmceseant raws, employment m the fields n weeding, &e., was not procurable

From the cireumstanco that only 1,955 persons were employed on relief works
m June 1t 13 obvions that the closing of the rel ef works can hardly account for the
merease In August and September It 13 more probable that employment 1n the fields
was scaree, and that until tho chuef gram crops the produce of the Khanf, wers
barvested, the poverly of the landholders 1 tho district prevented them from magtam
10g hired Jabourers and dependents.

23 In Banda and Kerw: the population averages 240 to the squaremlo  the
madence of the Government jumma per acre to the total area s Re 0-11 9, to the
area under settlement Re © 12 1, and to the cultivated area Re 1 6 7

The circurastances of the district sppear to resemblo thoss of Hamirpur, and
the observations recorded by the Samtary Commissioner m hus report for 1573
apply, as has been stated, to several of the parganas of Banda

The sum of Rs 1,514 12 0 was collected by the distrrct officers, and the sam of
Rs 5,914 12 0 was remitted by the commuttee, and Ra 203 6-11 were recerved us salo
proceeds of the products of labour for whick matenal was pronided by the local comimit.
tee  Of the total receipts, Rs 7,632 14 11, Bs 4,747 7-4 were expended 1n food
rations, Rs 826-11-3 1n out-door rehef, and Rs 1488-10-1 n zuscellaneons charges
The average cost of & ration, excluding miscellaneous charges, was somemhat less tha
Tpes A balanco of Rs 570 2-3 remams to be accounted for or returned to the
commtice

Numberof ra |Namber of per- The months i whick the

tons dotni [ sonsonre of [ largest number of ratons
wo hstril

were d1s shown 1
Maeck ., 2247 396 the margmnal tatle, together
Anit, 2 L 31 | with the pumber of persons
June 7, 13876 C employed 1n the correspond-
Yy, T . sa02 -

1ng months on relief works

Tt will be seen that the number employed on relief works 1 Danda 1 smnll as
compared with the namber of rations ditmbuted  This 1s probatly to be attril nted
to the ¢ reamstance that the d strssed population were scattered over so Jarge an
area that 1t would hare been Bece sary foopen s number of rehef works at an
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inordinnto expense, whereas at a much Inss exprnso relief was afforded fo small groups
of dintressed persons al oach tuheil centre. In Kavwi there were no relief works '1'?
2 Y 19T § )[4

prossun o'l distress in the distyiet was apparently 1elieved immediately ou fhe harvest-
ing of the rabi erop.

of.  Jhansi—In this district the average population is 203 to the square mile
and the avernge incidenco of the Government revenue per acre i to the total urc:x
e, 0-7-6, to the area under settlement Re. 0-8-3, and to the cultivated area
Re. 0-15-8, ‘

Tho sum of Re, 208-4-10 was colleated in the district, and expended in 4,901
rationss (e nverage cost of a day's ration, fucleding miscellaneous oxpcndit’ure
which is not distinguished in the accounts of this district, Leing romewhat in crccs;
of & pics. ) A

The tabloia

Numbrer of - Number of per the mar gi n

h sozx on relief
fons distribund Ly shows the

months inwhich

Mareh, o . . . 276 s
. - " . ° 08
;‘\\}prﬂ, e sod ver :.. a:o ':'20 the lar ges t
0y, s 1,559 913 s
KPR " " L 219 H‘ﬂmb(,r of ra-
July, e - 1,102 tions were dis-

ributed and the

number of persous employed in the corresponding months on relicf vorks

o5, Allokalad.—~In this district there is a population of 507 persons to the

gquare mile; the ineidence of the Government jumma per ‘acre js to the total area
Re. 1-8-6, to the area vnder cultivation Re. 1-8-9, and to the cultivated area
Rs. 2-0-8. ‘

The Collector reported that although there was no actual famine, many persons
rosiding in the parganas of Barah and Khairagarh arc so poor that the slizhtest rise
of prices aftects them.  In ordinary scacons abont 80 perzons are fed at a poorhouse
at Mega, the expenses of which are met by the zemindars of the two parganas, In
the spring of 1874 tho sumber of necessitous poor increased so Jargely that an appli-
cation for nssistauco was made to the committee. The committeo accordingly remit-
ted to the Collector Rs. 1,915-10-10, making, with a sum of Rs. 100-2-0 collected in
e district, a total of Re, 2,015-12-10. This sum was expended in providing 33,502
rations, and in meeting mi~cellancons charges to the amount of Rs, 401-4-2. Exclud-
ing miscellancous charges, the average cost of a day's ration was about 9 pies.

No reliel works were, it is believed, opened in this district.

The stress of the searcity was most felt in this district in the months of April,
May, and June. In April 8,622 rations were distributed ; in May 12,682,

The number fell to 9,348 in June and to 682 in July, when extraordinary mea-
surcs of relicf were discontinued.

96. Inaddition to the sums above ghown as expended, the committec made grants
for the relicf of distress occasioned by sudden calamity other than deart?, and pressing
iho more severely on the people by reason of the higl prico of food. Thus in several
small townships or hamlets of Ghazipur the dwellings of the population were destroyed
by violent rains and abnormal inundations, Immediately on the occurrence of the
disaster, the Collector remitted Re. 500 for the relief of the indigent poor in Ballia, an
expenditure which was at once sanctioned, whilo grants to the extent of Rs. 3,331-6-0
have been made to assist the people in rebuilding their houses.

97. A like calamity in Shabjahanpur necessitated a grant of Rs. 3,000; while, on
tho recommendation of the Commissioner, a sum of Rs. 121-8 wus remitted for the
assistance of the inhabitants of Dumdumwa, in the district of Benares, whose houses
were destroyed by fire.
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2‘8. Oa the closizg of tho Banda poorhiouses, 2 sum of Rs 900 was granted to
the Reverend J Hill, of Banda, on his nudertaking to take charge of some bed-
ndden paupers for whom 1t was necessary to provide o home

99 Tho charges of the central commuttee for clork, peon, postages, &c., amount
toRs 288 2-3

30 Thero has been expended 1 the whole a sum of Rs 52,251-0 6, and therq
remaus 10 the hands of the commuttee, mncluding Rs 1,013 10-6 to be accounted for
by district officers, 2 balance of Ry 26,780 12 5 Of thus balanes, 1t 13 proposed to
devote Rs 13,306-12-¢ to the repayment to Government of the hke amount contnbn-
ted at the of the X astho of subserip~
tons recerved up to that date, and to ravest the residus 1 Government paper, to be
avatlable for expenditure 1 any futuro famune or scaraity

31 Many of the working members of the execntive commutice aro now absent
from Allahabad, so that T am unable to eircnlate this report for their consideration
and approval. T am sure I may veuture to express, on behalf of all the members,
there oblization to the dustrict officers and local commutices by whom the work of rehief
hag been carried out.  Information has at all tumes been freely supplied to the central

e factory accounts of espend furmshed, and a careful selection of
the objects for charity and economy 1n expenditure appear to have been kept i view
all the districts sn which operations have been carried on under tho direction of the
central commuttee

32 Ta conclusion, I have also to bring to the motico of Government the
valaable services rendered to the comumuttee by the Honorary Secrctary, Mr W,
Tyreell, C 8

1 have, &c.,
CHARLES A TURNER,
Chavrman of the Executie Commuttee of the
Central Famne Commttee, Dorth-Western Provinees
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1)
(COPT)
Mo 82,

Frox
Tz OFFG SECY 7o 1 GOVERNMENT orF INDIY,

DepaETyENT OF AGRICULITRE, REVENTE,
anp Cowyerce,

To
Toe SECRETARY 70 THE GOVERNMENT,

Noptn-Westery Provinees.
Dazen Catevyns, 7o 25va Feppcazr 18°5,
88,

1 axt directed by the Governor-General of India 1n Counenl to acknowladze the
rece pt of your letter No 1 of the 1st of January last, submitting the reports of the
local officers on the scaraity of 1873-T4 1 certan distncts of the North-Westerz
Provunces, together with a narrative of the scaraity so far as 1t affected those Pre-
vinoes—of your letter No 4 of the 11tk of Jannary, formardmg the rerzchs of 220
Lueutenant Governor on the condnct of the civil officers engaged 1 the yeliel enss~
toms—of yout letter No 9 of the 29th of January, forwarding Mr Elliot s Temc— =
the seararty 1n Basti—and of your letter No 13 of the 11th mstant, & o tor
report of the Central Famine Rehef Commttee for the North Western Provzeeen.

2 Considerable apprehens on was felt by Sir William Merr, who was toer Teoea
oant Governor of the North Western Provinces, lest the unuenal defimens €7 = 222
Tams 0 the season of 1873 shuuld occasion an estensive failure of fhe Trmam =
and eatly 1 November reports on tho state of the crops and the prowenter Toe——
season: were cailed for from the local officers  The nformation rocerve ez
ho searaity was antierpated excepting mn the eastern districts, 10 wam e wo
a sertous fulure of the crops

3 Bir Wilbiam Muwr had sncebssfully dealt with @ peviod ¢ popom o
1863 69, and the Government of India left to him with confi Jrnos . . e
should be made for the dustress that was expected 0 Ocour 2 anemmem ez ~

. D"‘Wh from Vi, TETE Teady to mve to the North Wee o | e
18 breary ;fh, s;;;; which he might require, and zethemrrs o= s
onco such rehef works ashe w2 L oo
Willam Mow’s opmion no considerable difficulty wasfie- 3 _ = . =
the districts where the rice ¢re sa T = ™

4 Despateh G
estol Tndi 1o Secre  of India found, when they aoee
75 e Oy . Hoven Nosember, 1873, that all - e

taken which the occaston gemz_

4 The fear that the falure of the winpw o —

more serions ealamuty of 2 fulure of the epper yoee oo A
1 Despatehes from Go ¥ AR which thove 2 e
Temment of Iods, to aryandsntbebogs v e -

Feereh £ State, No -
Tomary s, No s B quote the words ¢f

53‘31‘{&‘““““ 1P and throngh st 22, s e
for 3 year of fun e
10d meaas were thus a8ordod fur suvee s o o e =
fullure of the winter eropr. Onder 2 . coowm
the sabefaction of bewng able to i, e

B taken €Tery necessary T

P - L
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( 16 )
report of tho Centy: “ . )
Ghazipur, Tt calllulf;a?ulm R'e el gommittee as to the iy
120,000 t0 130,009 od that in ordinary years this digtes bi
tho Jst of Oct’ober 12{;;133(15 of ediblo grains, besides importact‘ \7Ports by rail from
alono amounted o :10 Tes ’tltio the 1st of October, 1874 theloins by Tiver. From
stress upon this osamplo osf t}nn 865,000 maunds. The R,elief' C’:gorfatmns by rail
in India to meet o sudden d:nlfgc;n ptfxll‘le " with which supplies are Il?rl(:iejh:ag gt
of Ghazipur, “grain was 1o bo ] d . .wy truly observe that wher 8! orward
tion profitable, the rail-road czn’:e 1ndf(31~elgn markets at rates whigh m:)d ZSI tm.the case
unporters and retail distributorsye ltlto the place where the demand exs,' ltmgorta-
habituated, *n6d for which e ;ncre y exteflded operations to which ths ed, the
there can bo no necessity for 'zxeaiilhte:ff‘. Fio il was adequate to sy e
i i ' ere - pply funds,”
f}behc}s. A stx'll more striking inihnnc@ of :;Z -‘I:IZSG?‘Eern-ment with the provision ; ;
Slmct:; t I1;3 quantity of grain impofted into Ghnzipurg:,:n in South Behar; about ten
outh Behar, and provented any dearth of food th as poured by merchants into”
Tho necessity of the intorposition of Government o m”,'ghouf: all that tract of country.:
Bebiar during the past yoar, from the absenco of alrlose in Orissa in 1866, and fn Nort:
ated t.)y the Committeo. The manmer in which ¢ l?: SdOmG of the conditions ennme;
e.\:t.cnsxon of the ordinary operations of trade where th emand 1.12'15 been met by a
Satlsfhc.tory : it supplies a valuable conﬁrmatio’n of the ooisziz;ndzl.ons existed, is ver
«:Jf E[ndm have expressed, that the causes which have lﬁthe rtow Icél the (f"rovernmen
xr}dxs!)cnsablo on certain aceasions will gmdunlfy be removed a :}fn ered lnterferen(;:
nication are extended and the wealth of the country increases s the means of commu:

ade of the distriet of

16. The operations of i i ;
ern Provinees, 'lps describedt :rl: etlf::: trreq}]mlr:l n\:z . Rehl(l)f ot fo the North. 7
A i e P , WCTe We .conducted and successful, ]

ry to observe that funds were liberally subscribed, and that there w

to take advantage of the offer of assistance tcn(iered by tl;e Central Relief gs' e n
at Calentta. The distress never assumed such dimensions in the North-liV to mm;
vinces as to prevent charitable relief being distributed under the direc;znemf
Rolief Committces,—an arrangement which was made on former occasions wit; od 1
tage. The same course was followed in many parts of Bengal last year; it W'I: (;
departed from in the case of tliose districts where the scarcity was so wic,le-spre‘ad th
it would have been impossible, without serious risk of failure, to have made use of ty
agencies for tho purpose of dealing with it. T am to request that you will convey
v, Justice Turner and to'the Members and Secretary of the Relief Committee
Allababad the thanks of the Government of India for their services, and for their at

and interesting report.
17. 'The thanks of the Government of India are due fo Sir William Muir f

the foresight and good judgment which he has shown in dealixfg with the scarcity, ¢
well as for the cordial and valuable assistance which he rendered to the Governme!
of Bengal upon several occasions during the period of greatest difficulty in the Low’
I am to convey to Sir John Strachey the thanks of the Governor-Geners
able manner in which he prevented the measures ‘
relief from being abused as soon as the substantial safety of the affected districts wi
secured ; and I am to express the entire concurrence of the Government of India wit}

has bestowed upon the Collectors, t!

the approbation which Sir John Strachey : .
Officers of Government, and other gentlemen, Earopean and Native, who were active
The experience of the past year in the No.'-

" eneaced upon the relicf operations.
T y adopted for dealing with

Western Provinces shows the soundness of the means i
scarcity of limited extent, under circumstances which gave rise to mo serious appr

hensions of an extensive dearth of food. I have, &c.,
. H. M. BATTEN,

Ofg. Secretary o the Govt. of Ind

Provinces.
in Council for the judicious and












